THE VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 18TH MAY 2020 AT 7.05PM 

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr G Gribble**/*

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

Cllr A Allen


Cllr D Fletcher

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr E Kelly

Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr J Cole


Cllr O Mills

Cllr D Elphick


Cllr K Morgan-West

**County Cllr

*District Cllr
In attendance:
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Mrs L Warren – Assistant to the Town Clerk

Rev K Hooke – Chaplain to the Council

One member of the press

Eight members of the public

Cllr Gribble opened the meeting.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the retiring Town Mayor, Cllr Gribble, thanked Mr Martin Brealey, the outgoing Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor, for carrying out the role in an exemplary manner.  Cllr Gribble then announced that the award of the Chain of Office for the newly elected Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor of Bovey Tracey for 2020/21 has been awarded to Mr Colin Back.  He noted that Mr Back is the Chairman of the New Park Community Association and has, over many years, provided support and assistance for the residents.  He arranges social events, an annual fete and produces a monthly magazine.
AM.20/01.
Election of the Town Mayor & Chairman for 2020/21:

Cllr Gribble nominated Cllr Brooke as Town Mayor for 2020/21.  Cllr Brooke accepted nomination.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Allen

Resolved:

As there were no other nominations, Cllr Brooke was duly elected to serve as Town Mayor for 2020/21

Cllr Brooke thanked her fellow Councillors for electing her and stated that she is proud to represent a community which has recently shown great acts of kindness helping the most vulnerable during the corona virus pandemic.
Cllr Brooke signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

The remainder of the meeting was chaired by Cllr Brooke.
AM.20/02.
Election of Deputy Town Mayor for 2020/21:

Cllr Bradshaw nominated Cllr Fletcher as Deputy Town Mayor for 2020/21.  Cllr Fletcher accepted nomination. The nomination was seconded by Cllr Mills.

Resolved:

As there were no other nominations, Cllr Fletcher was duly elected to serve as Deputy Town Mayor for 2020/21.

Cllr Fletcher thanked her fellow Councillors for electing her. She stated that she  will continue to focus on embedding the climate emergency declaration into Town Council activities and she considers the forthcoming year will be strange and challenging for everyone.  She is looking forward to serving the people of Bovey Tracey. 
Cllr Fletcher signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
AM.20/03.
Standing Orders:


Members:

i) Reviewed and considered the adoption of the Standing Orders (*copy previously circulated).


ii) Reviewed and considered the adoption of supplementary Standing Orders (*copy previously circulated) to meet the statutory requirements for the holding of remote meetings. It was noted that this lasts until 7th May 2021 or the repeal of legislation, whichever is the earlier.


Resolved:


To adopt the Standing Orders and supplementary Standing Orders as set out above.
AM.20/04.
Protocol for Remote Meetings:


Members considered the protocol for remote meetings (*copy previously circulated). 


Resolved:


To approve the protocol for remote meetings.
AM.20/05. 
Apologies for absence:


Cllr U Arnold – Technical issues

Cllr S Light – Work commitment 
AM.20/06.
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:  None
AM.20/07.

Minutes:
The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 27.01.20 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
The meeting went out of session
AM.20/08.
Report of the Chaplain to the Council:
Rev Hooke congratulated Cllrs Brooke and Fletcher on their nominations. He advised that the churches are currently closed due to Covid19 virus. He noted that regular Sunday services take place virtually at 10.30am and a food bank is run from the Baptist Church.
AM.20/09.
Report of the Police:
Members noted a Police report covering the period from 1st April 2019 to 1st. March 2020.
AM.20/10.
Questions and Statements by the Public:

Ms L Widgery thanked all those involved in the setting up and operating of the Coronavirus Action Group.


Mr P Beecher (Residents’ Association) thanked Cllr Gribble for undertaking the mayoral duties for the past year.  He extended good wishes to Cllrs Brooke and Fletcher for the forthcoming year.
Mr L Calder referred to the footpath link between Coombe Close and Churchfields Drive and enquired on progress regarding the ground surface and the replacement of the dog waste bin.  Cllr Gribble agreed to progress the ground surface issue and it was noted that the replacement of the dog waste bin had been referred to TDC but to date there has been no update.
Mr R Law referred to pedestrian safety in the town now that the lockdown is easing and there is a significant increase in vehicles and pedestrians. He enquired if the Town Council could implement any measures.  This item was referred for discussion.
AM.20/11.
County, District and Town Councillor Reports:


DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble:



i) Advised that he has been dealing with damage issues on the Wray Valley Trail.



ii) Noted that travellers are still occupying the DCC storage yard at Liverton.

Cllr Kelly enquired about road surface repairs.  Cllr Gribble advised that these would be carried out as soon as possible.



Written reports from TDC Cllrs Kerswell and Morgan were noted.
Town Cllr Allen advised that the Community Award recipients have been notified and an article should be published in the Mid Devon Advertiser on 21st May. It is hoped to arrange a presentation event later in the year.  Cllr Brooke offered her congratulations to the nominees and thanked Cllr Allen for arranging the award scheme. Cllr Allen also noted that Mr Stephen Ley, the street cleaner, is to receive a commendation from TDC.  
Cllr Morgan-West advised that Mr C Robillard had arranged a successful Fairtrade Event with another event planned for the future. 

Cllr Kelly commented on the structure of furlough payments and the impact this is having on some local businesses.
AM.20/12.
Reports of any outside bodies:
No reports were made.  Cllr Allen advised that Plastic Free Bovey was no longer necessary as it is incorporated with the Climate Action Group.
The meeting returned to session
AM.20/13.
Business Raised by the Public:
With reference to Mr R Law’s enquiry regarding pedestrian safety in the town following the easing of the lockdown, Members considered the matter.  It was resolved to set up a Task Group comprising Cllrs Brooke, Fletcher, U Arnold, Gribble and Kelly to further discuss the matter.
AM.20/14.
Election of Committees:

Consideration was given to the appointment of Members for the Town Council’s Committees for 2020/21:  

Resolved:

To make the following appointmments:

a) Recreation, Parks and Property (RP&P) Committee: Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), Allen, J Arnold, Cole, Elphick, Kerswell & Morgan-West.
b) Finance, Resources and General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee: Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), Allen, Bradshaw, Elphick, Fletcher, Gribble & Mills.
c) Planning Committee: Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), J Arnold, U Arnold, Bradshaw, Kelly, Kerswell & Light.
AM.20/15.
Election of Sub-Committees/Task & Steering Groups:

Members considered and approved nominations for membership for 2020/21 to the following Sub-Committees/Task & Steering Groups:

a) Communications:  Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), Allen, U Arnold, Kelly &  Morgan-West
b) Personnel:  Cllrs Fletcher (Ex Officio), Elphick, Kelly & Kerswell 
c) Appeals: Town Mayor, FR&GP Chair, RP&P Chair & Planning Chair
d) Regeneration Committee: Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), Allen, U Arnold, Bradshaw, Elphick & Kelly.
e) Community Centre Steering Group: Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), Allen, J Arnold, Cole, Elphick, Gribble & Kelly 

f) Neighbouhood Development Plan: Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio), J Arnold, U Arnold, Bradshaw & Kelly. 
g) Climate Emergency:  Cllrs Brooke (Ex Officio) Allen, Cole, Fletcher, Mills & Morgan-West.
AM.20/16.
Representatives on Outside Bodies:

Members considered and approved the following nominations for Town Council representatives on outside bodies:

a)  Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) –  Cllr Gribble
b)  Teignbridge Association of Local Councils (TALC) – Any member to attend 



c)  Teignbridge Rural Aid Committee – Cllr Gribble
d)  Bovey Tracey Heritage Trust – Cllrs U Arnold (subject to confirmation) & Elphick
e) Bovey Tracey Exhibition Foundation Trust – Cllrs Cole, Kerswell & Mills
f) Bovey Tracey Information Centre –  Cllr Allen
g) Police & Crime Commissioner Council Advocate Scheme –  Cllr Morgan-West
h) Teignbridge Dementia Action Alliance – Cllr Kelly
i) Business for Bovey – Cllr U Arnold


j) Twinning Association – Cllr Cole
AM.20/17.
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 24.2.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted
AM.20/18.
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 9.3.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
Members considered the following recommendation from the FR&GP Committee:
ii) Adopt the revised Risk Management Policy (*copy previously circulated) (FR&GP. 20/21) 
Resolved:

To adopt the revised Risk Management Policy.
AM.20/19.
Planning Committee:
i) The minutes of the meetings held on 10.2.20, 24.2.20, 9.3.20 & 20.4.20 (*draft) (*copies previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
Members considered the following recommendation from the Planning Committee:
ii) To withdraw the previous objection relating to Footpath No 8 (ref. PL.19/111 & PL.20/39). Cllr Kelly provided an update.
Resolved:

To withdraw the previous objection as set out above.
AM.20/20.
Community Centre Steering Group:

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 12.3.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.
Members considered the following recommendations from the Community Centre Steering Group:
ii) To appoint Supplier 2 to design and supply Community Centre furniture and furnishings.  It was noted that it is hoped to be able to source some secondhand/recycled items.
Resolved:

To appoint Supplier 2 to design and supply items as required, with the flexibility to remove those items that can be sourced from surplus stock.
iii) To approve contract payments/variations as appropriate (*copy previously circulated). 

Resolved:

To approve the contract payments/variations. The Town Mayor thanked the Town Clerk for his excellent financial management.

iv) To approve a draft press release in relation to the naming of the new community building (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved:

To approve the draft press release.
AM.20/21.
The Retiring Town Mayor’s Interests:
The Retiring Town Mayor’s engagements/announcements (*copy of engagements previously circulated) were noted.  
AM.20/22.
Annual Governance & Accountability Return -  2019/20:



Members considered the following:

i) To receive and note the Internal Audit Report  (*copy previously circulated).
ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (section 1 of the annual return)  (*copy previously circulated) and agree that the Chairman and Town Clerk sign the document.
iii) To approve the accounting statements (section 2 of the annual return) (*copy previously circulated) together with an explanation of variance of 15% and above and a statement of income & expenditure relating to box 7 & 8 of the return and agree that the Chairman signs the document.
iv) To approve the annual financial statement for year ended 31st March 2020 as an accurate reflection of the financial position of the Council and its income and expenditure (*copy previously circulated) and agree that the Chairman signs the document.
v) To approve the year end bank reconciliation for 2019/20 (*copy previously circulated).

Cllr Fletcher explained the various items.  She thanked the Town Clerk for his efforts in completing the return swiftly.

Resolved:

To note item i) and to approve items ii) to v) as set out above.
AM.20/23.
Committee Terms of Reference:


Members reviewed and considered the re-adoption of the Committee Terms of Reference (*copy previously circulated).


Resolved:


To incorporate environmental issues for consideration into the Planning Committee and re-name the Committee Planning and Environment.  To re-adopt the Committee Terms of Reference.
AM.20/24.
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


Cllr Bradshaw provided an update and advised that it is hoped that the draft submission documents will be available for discussion at the next Full Council meeting.
AM.20/25.
Climate Emergency:


Cllr Fletcher presented an update and noted the achievements and progress since the Climate Emergency Declaration.  It was suggested that the monthly meeting dates should be included on the Town Council’s Meeting Schedule 2020/21. 
AM.20/26.
Meeting Schedule 2020/21:


Members considered adopting the draft Meeting Schedule (*copy previously circulated) for all Standing Committee meetings for the period from 18th May 2020. 

Resolved:


To approve the Meeting Schedule 2020/21 with the inclusion of monthly Climate Emergency meeting dates.
The meeting closed at 8.52pm
Reminder for Members:
· You must declare the nature of any disclosable pecuniary interests (under the Localism Act 2011, this means the interests of your spouse, or civil partner, a person with whom you are living with as husband and wife or a person with whom you are living as if you are civil partners).  You must also disclose any personal interest.
· You must disclose your interest in an item whenever it becomes apparent that you have an interest in the business being considered.
· Make sure you say what your interest is, as this has to be included in the minutes.  (For example, ‘I have a disclosable pecuniary interest because this planning application is made by my husband’s employer’).

· If your interest is a disclosable pecuniary interest, you cannot participate in the discussion, cannot vote and must leave the room unless you have obtained a dispensation from the Clerk.
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