MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 30TH MAY 2022 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr A Kerswell*


Cllr S Brooke


Cllr O Mills


Cllr C Burton


Cllr K Morgan-West

Cllr E Kelly





In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

A member of the Resident’s Association

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association

Chairman of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club

Secretary of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club

**County Cllr

*District Cllr

The meeting was opened by Cllr Brooke.

RP&P.22/25
Election of Chairperson of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2022/23


Cllr Allen nominated Cllr Kelly as Chairman for 2022/23.  The nomination was seconded by 

Cllr Mills.  Cllr Kelly accepted nomination.



Resolved: 

As there were no other nominations, Cllr Kelly was duly elected to serve as Chairperson of the Committee for 2022/23. 

The remainder of the meeting was chaired by Cllr Kelly.
RP&P.22/26
Election of Vice-Chairperson of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2022/23
Cllr Allen nominated Cllr Morgan-West as Vice Chairperson of the Committee for 2022/23.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Mills. Cllr Morgan-West accepted nomination.



Resolved: 

As there were no other nominations, Cllr Morgan-West was duly elected to serve as Vice-Chairperson for 2022/23. 

RP&P.22/27
Apologies for Absence:


None.
RP&P.22/28
Declarations of Interest


None.


**Public Participation:

The Chairman of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club gave a presentation and introduction to Bovey Tracey Cricket Club as one of the largest clubs in the region attracting members from diverse backgrounds. The Chairman announced the Devon Vs Somerset County match, which is proposed to be held on 2nd August 2022 at the Recreation Ground and on behalf of the Cricket Club, presented safety proposals and requested closure of the children’s play park during the event.
The Chairman of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club presented a revised proposal, which is a partnership approach with the Tennis Club to relocate the practice nets and create an additional fourth tennis court.
A member of the Residents Association referred to item RP&P.22/36 and suggested that the current defibrillators in the town are better publicised, including any new defibrillator.
RP&P.22/29
Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting of 4th April 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.
ii) There were no further updates on actions/items from the previous minutes.

RP&P.22/30
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:


Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration 

across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the 


environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the 


impact of climate change.  
RP&P.22/31
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
Members received and noted minutes of the meeting held on 06.04.22 (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Brooke highlighted that the FoMMP AGM is to be held on 28th June at 7.00pm at the Riverside Community Centre.  Cllr Burton expressed an interest in item 10 and would like to encourage a joined-up approach to the feasibility work related to any Jump Track project.
RP&P.22/32 Grounds Maintenance Contract Tender Documentation – 2023 & 2024
i) Members received and considered approving the Tender Documents/Specification (*copy previously circulated). Cllr Brooke expressed a desire to work with our local representative of the Devon Wildlife Trust to review maps and identify council owned land in terms of suitability for further wilding areas of opportunity. 
Resolved: 

To approve the contract specification document and to further consider proposals from the local Devon Wildlife Trust representative around amending plans to explore opportunities for further wilding of maintained areas.
ii) Members considered appointing the Committee Chairperson (or Vice Chairperson in their absence) to open tenders in conjunction with the Town Clerk before presenting to the FR&GP Committee for consideration.

Resolved:

To appoint the Chairperson (or Vice Chairperson in their absence) to open tenders in conjunction with the Town Clerk.
RP&P.22/33
Christmas Lights 2022
Members considered appointing a Lead Councillor to work with the Contractor and to arrange the Town’s Lights Switch-on and supporting switch-on event.

Resolved:

To appoint Cllr Brooke as Lead Councillor with support from Cllr Burton (Heathfield Ward representative) and Cllr Kelly.

RP&P. 22/34
Recreation Ground – Car Park/Additional Tennis Court/Cricket Net Relocation


i) Members received and considered a draft specification for car park resurfacing works 


(*copy previously circulated). 
Resolved: 
To approve the draft specification and instruct the Town Clerk to seek estimates to undertake the work.
ii) Members received and considered a joint revised proposal ’in-principle’ on behalf of Bovey Tracey Tennis/Cricket Clubs for an additional tennis court and relocation of the cricket practice net (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved:

To approve the proposal in-principle on the proviso that:

i) the Tennis Club further consider accessibility to the additional court (e.g. public access/no charge/use by non-club members)
ii) the Cricket Club prepare a plan to mitigate the concerns raised by residents via the Council’s consultation exercise.

RP&P. 22/35 Bovey Tracey Cricket Club hosting Devon v Somerset – Tuesday 2nd August 2022
Members received proposals for the event and considered further action (*copy previously circulated) 



Resolved:

i) To formally close the play area on the 2nd August 2022 and to approve the use of the Recreation Ground on the 2nd August, subjection to:



- Confirming parking is available for visitors at Wifford Farm 

- Appropriate Parking restrictions are considered/applied for in relation to Ashburton Road also to mitigate safety and congestion issues
RP&P. 22/36 Defibrillator – Riverside Community Centre

Item bought forward by Cllr Allen to consider purchasing and installing a defibrillator at the Riverside Community Centre.


Resolved: 


Cllr Allen to lead on investigating the costs, funding opportunities and location of installing a defibrillator and to report proposals to a future meeting.
RP&P. 22/37 Risk Assessments – Parks & Open Spaces
Members received Risk Assessments for the following Parks and Open Spaces and considered any action as appropriate:

- Allotments, Furzeleigh Lane (*copy previously circulated)
- Bullands Field (*copy previously circulated)
- Cemetery, Coombe Lane (*copy previously circulated)
- Mill Mash Park (*copy previously circulated)
- Recreation Ground, Old Newton Road (*copy previously circulated)
- Heathfield Youth Cabins Area (*copy previously circulated)

Resolved:


Following discussions, it was agreed to approve the Risk Assessments with the inclusion of the following amendments:

i) Mill Marsh Park Assessment - Remove two references to ‘well-lit area’ 
ii) Allotments – Additional risk relating to allotment tenant conflict/disputes to be added

iii) Cemetery – Additional risk relating to future capacity concerns to be added
RP&P.22/38  
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)

Cllr Mills brought to the attention of members a festival taking place at Colehayes in June which has been arranged at the same time as the Contemporary Craft Festival. 
Cllr Burton reported littering at Brow Hill Play Park in Heathfield following a recent litter pick.  The Town Clerk confirmed that Teignbridge DC maintain this area and images have been forwarded on to them.
Cllr Burton enquired about an update around the Football Pavilion at the Recreation Ground.  The Town Clerk explained that the next meeting of the Steering Group is scheduled on 24th June.

Cllr Allen reported that the Riverside Community Centre had received the RICS Regional Public Sector Project Award for the design of the Riverside Community Centre.
Cllr Kelly highlighted concerns about the current advertised weight restrictions (1500kgs) in the District Council’s Car Parks.  The Town Clerk is awaiting a response from the Car Parks Manager.

Cllr Kelly would like to schedule a future item to discuss future management of Teignbridge DC Car Parks in the parish.

Cllr Brooke highlighted the increase in graffiti and tagging.  The Town Clerk advised that this should be reported to the asset owner to address.  The Town Clerk presented images of graffiti on the Skate Park.


Meeting Closed 8:38pm.
