MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 20TH FEBRUARY 2023 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr O Mills

Cllr E Kelly


Cllr K Morgan-West

In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

One member of the Residents Association

One member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association

** County Cllr

* District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Kelly.
RP&P.23/01
Apologies for Absence: 
Cllr C Burton - Unwell

Cllr S Brooke – Personal commitment

Cllr A Kerswell* – Personal commitment

RP&P.23/02
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 


None.


**Public Participation:



None.

RP&P.23/03
Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting of 12th December 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.
ii) The Town Clerk provided the following updates from the previous meeting minutes:
· RP&P.22/64 – The groundsmen have trialled two electric utility vehicles and will feedback in due course, however there are initial concerns with the vehicles not being suitable to access all of the council owned sites.
· RP&P.22/65 – The erosion repair work in Mill Marsh Park is scheduled to be undertaken in the spring 2023.

· RP&P.22/66 – Defibrillator/CPR training is being provided on 27th March, 4th April & 19th April
RP&P.23/04
Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergency:


Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration 

across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the 


environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the 


impact of climate change.  
RP&P.23/05
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 09.02.23 were not available.  Item deferred to receive and note the minutes at the next meeting.

RP&P.23/06
Use of Bullands Field and Mill Marsh Park - 2023 
Members received and considered approving applications for the use of Bullands Field and Mill Marsh Park for 2023 (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: To approve the applications as submitted.
RP&P.23/07 
Highway Verges Grass Cutting - 2023 
Members received and considered approving a copy agreement in relation to the continuation of highway verge grass cutting on behalf of Devon County Council for 2023 (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: To instruct the Town Clerk to sign and return the agreement and make the necessary arrangements to maintain the verges for 2023.
RP&P.23/08 
Town Council Leases 
Members received draft additional lease terms in support of the Town Council’s Climate and Environment Declaration for consideration (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: To instruct the Town Clerk to circulate the proposed additional lease terms to all Council lessees to strive to comply where reasonable/appropriate. 
RP&P. 23/09 Contractor Parking (Deferred item) & Temporary Sign Board – Recreation Ground
Members received and considered the following two requests:

i) a revised request for sub-contractor parking area at the Recreation Ground (*copy previously circulated) 

ii) a request to install a temporary sign board at the Recreation Ground (*copy previously circulated)
Resolved: 
i) To approve the request for contractor parking between 1st April 2023 – 31st Mach 2024, subject to: bodpave being laid to finish the surface, safe access/egress to the parking area being gated in an appropriate location, any time extensions beyond 12 months to be further agreed and recognised in the licence agreement and for the parking area to be made available to Recreation Ground users beyond the Mon-Fri daytime parking requirements (hours to be agreed).
ii) To approve the hosting of the temporary signboard as proposed.
RP&P.23/10  Bovey Tracey Cricket Club 
Members received and considered the following two requests:

i) to consider permitting the hosting of the Devon v Somerset Cricket Match on Sunday 31st July 2023

ii) to consider approving the proposed fencing to mitigate safety issues at the Recreation Ground (*copy previously circulated)
Resolved: 
i) To approve the hosting of the Devon v Somerset Cricket Match on Sunday 31st July at the Recreation Ground and the closure of the Play Area for the day (if required).
ii) To defer consideration of the fencing and instruct the Town Clerk to commission an independent Risk Assessment. 
iii) To defer consideration of the request to fund 50% of the costs until the Risk Assessment has been considered.
RP&P.23/11
Mill Marsh Park – Play Area & Basketball Area Redevelopment
Members received and considered a report in relation to the redevelopment of Mill Marsh Park Play Area and Basketball Area (*copy previously circulated)

Resolved: To approve the report recommendations as follows:
i) the draft documentation and programme for the refurbishment of the Children’s Play Area and the creation of a partial court all weather basketball/goal mouth area were approved

ii) Making a recommendation to the Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee that a capital sum of £250,000 is allocated to this work

iii) the inclusion of an additional Eoi stage in the tender process is approved 
iv) remitting to the active Task and Finish group to manage the tender process and approve changes to the draft documentation if needed, following the meetings with prospective tenderers and in conjunction with the Centre Manager was approved

v) the on-site start date for the works of 1st September 2023 was approved

vi) to receive a further a report on the management of the implementation of the works once proposals from prospective tenderers have been submitted

RP&P.23/12
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
Cllr Allen requested an update in relation to the proposals for the redundant Football Pavilion.  The Town Clerk advised that an email with further quotations will be issued this week for architectural services.
Meeting Closed 7.39pm
