MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 12TH JULY 2021 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr E Kelly

Cllr S Brooke


Cllr A Kerswell*


Cllr J Cole


Cllr K Morgan-West

In attendance:

Cllr G Gribble**/*

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk

A member of the Residents Association Committee

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association
2 members of Bovey Tracey Players
**County Cllr

*District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Kelly.

Interests declared:
i) Cllr Allen declared a financial interest in item RP&P.21/46
ii) Cllr Morgan-West declared an interest in item RP&P.21/46 as being in a position of control in the community group previously using the pavilion.
RP&P.21/37
Apologies for Absence:


Cllr D Elphick - Unwell


**Public Participation:

Two members of Bovey Tracey Players expressed a serious interest in securing the 
football pavilion (item RP&P.21/46). They advised members that they had been without a 
home for the past 4 years and were concerned about the ability to continue their work in the 
community without a base.


The Chairman thanked the representatives for their great work in the community and for 
highlighting their interest in the pavilion. Cllr Kelly advised that at this stage the Council was 
only considering a recommendation to Full Council around a ‘deed of surrender’ with the 
football club. Following that decision, the Council would then consider future uses. 

RP&P.21/38
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of 1st June 2021 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as 
a correct record and approved.
RP&P.21/39
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.  
RP&P.21/40
Provision of Town Christmas Lighting – 2021 & 2022
Members received and considered the following quotation(s):




2021




2022
Quotation A

Declined to tender


Declined to tender (budget)
Quotation B

Declined to tender


Declined to tender (budget)
Quotation C

£4,800
 + vat



£4,800 + vat





£230 + vat per lamppost feature
£230 + vat per lamppost feature




£50 + vat per business tree

£50 + vat per business tree




£450 + vat Riverside C Centre 
£450 + vat Riverside C Centre
Resolved:
Members resolved to accept Quotation C for 2021 & 2022.  Furthermore, a request will be made to the Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee to consider increasing the budget for subsequent years to ensure appropriate financial provision is in place for future lighting displays.

The Town Clerk was asked to make initial enquiries with Bovey Tracey Carnival Committee about a supporting Christmas Street Market for December 2021.
RP&P.21/41
Riverside Community Centre
i) Members considered approving additional external signage at the Riverside Community Centre (*copy previously circulated)

Resolved:
External signage to progress as proposed. In addition, members requested further signage for ‘Town Council Meeting Room’ as well as recognition for the Hospital League of Friends Funding.



ii) Members considered the purchase and installation of a 2nd acoustic, moveable wall system, to optimise the use of available space (*copy previously circulated)

Resolved: 
That the Town Clerk should progress with the purchase and installation of the moveable acoustic wall as quoted in addition to the infill work required above, in order to optimise usage of the Community Centre.

iii) Members noted the 12-month defect inspection meeting that will take place on Thursday 5th August (2pm) and considered attendance.

Resolved:
Cllr Kelly (or Cllr Allen in Cllr Kelly’s absence) to attend with the Town Clerk.
RP&P.21/42
Litter/Waste Collections 

Members discussed potential improvements to current waste collections in and around Mill Marsh Park.

Resolved:

Cllr Kelly will arrange a meeting with a local representative of Devon Contract Waste to further discuss potential solutions.  It was therefore agreed to defer the discussion until the next RP&P Committee meeting on 18th October 2021.
RP&P.21/43
Play Area - Prince Rupert Way, Heathfield (Deferred Item: RP&P.21/31)

Members received an update from the Town Clerk following brief communication with Teignbridge District Council Officers. The Town Clerk advised that TDC are interested in discussing the project further but cannot make any commitments currently given their commitments to other projects and current workloads.
The Town Clerk will request a firmer proposal from the District Council for consideration ahead of the next meeting on 18th October 2021.

RP&P.21/44
Option Agreement – BT4 Land off Le-Molay Littry Way
Members received and considered a DRAFT Option Agreement (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved:
i) To better understand the legal liabilities relating to rights of access, mitigating actions to reduce indemnity premiums and indemnity insurance quotations
ii) To request clarity around responsibilities relating to any post survey action for Japanese knotweed.
iii) To obtain legal advice if at any time DCC cease to use the site for educational purposes. Members request that an additional clause is included that requires DCC to return the land to the Town in the event that a school is no longer operated on the site, post completion.
To defer further consideration of the Draft Option Agreement until the RP&P Committee next meet on 18th October to allow time for responses to the above. 

RP&P.21/45
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
Members received and noted minutes of meetings held on 02.06.21 and 07.07.21 (*copies previously circulated).  Cllr Cole further advised members of a planned public engagement event on 24th July 2021 to share the group’s plans, seek new volunteers and launch the new tree trails.  Cllr Kelly shared experiences of other park initiatives that the group may wish to consider.


Cllr Allen and Cllr Morgan-West left the meeting.
RP&P.21/46
Bovey Tracey Football Club – Football Pavilion Premises (Recreation Ground)

Members received a further update on behalf of the club and considered a recommendation to Full Council to approve a Deed of Surrender to acquire the building (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved:
i) To make a recommendation to Full Council to approve progressing a deed of surrender.
ii) To advise the Football Club that if a Deed of Surrender proceeds, the club will need to identify alternative changing facilities if required for matches at the Recreation Ground.
Cllr Allen and Cllr Morgan-West returned to the meeting.

RP&P.21/47  
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
Cllr Brooke enquired of the Town Clerk how the Riverside Community Centre room rentals were progressing. The Town Clerk confirmed that since restrictions were gradually lifting, there had been numerous enquiries from community groups, charities and businesses. He also advised that the spaces were not currently being proactively marketed until such time as a Centre Manager and Caretaker were appointed to manage the bookings.
Cllr Allen asked members if Devon Sharks had relocated their home ground to play in Newton Abbot instead of at Bullands Field? The Town Clerk confirmed that Devon Sharks still had fixtures booked for Bullands Field, but perhaps there was a requirement to play league matches where changing facilities were available.
Cllr Kerswell thanked the Town Clerk for contacting Royal Mail and advised that the Brimley post box had been repainted and was looking wonderful.
Cllr Kelly advised members that planning for the Green Man Festival 2022 would commence shortly and that consideration was being given to a Fire Festival, however further discussion around this would be required.
Cllr Brooke advised all members that the judging for the South West in Bloom had taken place earlier today. She thanked the residents, councillors and council staff that had been involved and highted a special thanks to Richard Taylor for all of his hard work.

Meeting Closed 8.19pm
