VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 22ND FEBRUARY 2021 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr D Elphick

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr A Kerswell*

Cllr S Brooke


Cllr K Morgan-West
Cllr J Cole
In attendance:

Cllr G Gribble**/*

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk

Two members of the public
**County Cllr

*District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Allen.
Interest declared: None.
RP&P.21/01   Apologies for Absence:
None


**Public Participation: 
i) A parishioner spoke in relation to item RP&P.21/09 and advised that residents are hoping that the council will support their request for a safety gate to be added to Rendell’s Meadow to prevent young children and dogs from running into a busy road.

ii) A parishioner raised ongoing concerns about the path between Churchfields Drive and Coombe Close - it is full of mud and needs better maintenance.
Cllr Gribble has already escalated his concerns to the Public Rights of Way Officer at DCC, but committed to raise the issue again.
RP&P.21/02
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of 14th December 2020 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.
RP&P.21/03
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
RP&P.21/04
Bovey Tracey Football Club – Football Pavilion Premises (Recreation Ground)
Members received a verbal update from the Town Clerk. The football club have been unable to meet due to Covid-19 restrictions and have not had the opportunity to discuss the Schedule of Dilapidations report and agree any further course of action. The Town Clerk has asked the club to revert once they have had the opportunity to discuss their plans.


Resolved:

Members noted the update and will await a formal response from the football club for further consideration when appropriate.

RP&P.21/05
Use of Bullands Field & Mill Marsh Park


Members received and considered the following requests:


Bullands Field



i) Devon Sharks RL 


– 8th March 2021 to 29th Sept 2021 (Copy provided)
ii) Bovey Tracey AFC 

– 1st August 2021 to 31 May 2022 (Copy provided)
iii) Contemporary Craft Festival
- 8th – 13th September 2021 (Trade Parking & Camping)
iv) Nourish Festival 


- 10th July 2021 (Trader Parking) 


Mill Marsh Park



i) Bovey Tracey Carnival Cttee
- 31st July 2021 (Picnic in the Park)








- 8th August 2021 (Sunday Funday) 






ii) Contemporary Craft Festival
- 3rd – 14th September 2021



iii) Nourish Festival


- 10th July 2021 (Public Parking)



iv) Funlands Funfair


- 18th July 2021 to Sunday 15th August 2021 (operating 







29th, 30th, 31st July 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th August) 



Resolved:

To accept all requests and instruct the Town Clerk to respond to applicants and where relevant, confirm the following conditions:
i) Once a schedule of use has been produced and uploaded to a shared calendar, any changes/additional games need to be mutually agreed directly between both clubs
ii) the rugby club to commit to only erect rugby posts (container end) for the duration of any match and remove at any other time and securely store
iii) the rugby and football club will mark out their own pitches in different line marking colours

iv) both clubs to maintain their own pitch areas to the appropriate association standards when in use

v) clubs are to vacate Bullands Field when other council approved events will take priority over the use by the rugby and football pitches

RP&P.21/06
Allotment Tenancy Agreement - Plot – 28B (Ref: Item RP&P.20/50)


The Town Clerk provided new information since the Committee resolved to issue a letter of 

termination.  A verbal update was given confirming all outstanding payments have now 

                      been paid.  Members considered reviewing the previous decision to terminate the tenancy.


Resolved:


To allow the tenant to retain the allotment plot, subject to them adhering to all tenancy 


conditions in future.
RP&P.21/07
Highway Verges Grass Cutting – 2021 (Deferred item – RP&P.20/49)
Members considered the continuation of highway verge grass cutting on behalf of DCC for 2021.  The Town Clerk provided feedback following discussions with CEBH and DCC’s Ecologist.

Resolved:
i) To reduce frequency of cuts from 9 to 7 per annum.
ii) To allocate 5 areas for wildflower planting. These sites will not be cut and will have notices placed on them to advise residents of the biodiversity benefits of the wildflower areas.
RP&P.21/08
Land at St Johns Close – Bovey Tracey

Members received sales particulars (*copy previously circulated) and discussed the site. It 
was highlighted that the site had no ecological value given the frequency of cuts over a 
prolonged period of time.

Resolved:

To note the asset disposal by DCC and proceed no further with any offer.
RP&P.21/09
Rendell’s Meadow – Installation of Gate


Members considered the installation of a gate at Rendell’s Meadow towards the Bradley Road 
                      access of the open space. The Town Clerk shared a visual image of the gate’s potential 

                      location and advised members that purchase cost of materials would be circa £500-£600 and 

that any installation could be undertaken by the Council’s groundsmen.


Resolved:


To purchase and install a dual gate with a pedestrian access point and a vehicular emergency 

access point. 
RP&P.21/10
Audio/Visual Security Cabinet – Riverside Community Centre
Members received and considered quotations for the supply and installation of a security cabinet.


Resolved:


To progress Quote B: £960.00 (no vat) to design, build and install a cabinet to secure and 


protect the new screen in the Riverside Community Centre.
RP&P.21/11
Friends of Mill Marsh Park


Members received draft minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2021 (*copy previously 

circulated).  Cllr Cole provided members with an update on discussions within the group. He 
                      advised members that the draft Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FOMMP) constitution will be 


available for their consideration at the next meeting, prior to seeking adoption by Full Council. 

Members highlighted the need for appropriate governance, oversight, and support for the 


group.


Resolved:


i) Members noted the minutes



ii) Cllr Cole to present the FOMMP’s draft constitution to the next meeting on 12th April 2021



iii) Cllr Cole to present the proposed Memorial Bench and Tree programme to the next 

meeting on 12th April 2021.
RP&P.21/12
Heathfield Youth Cabins


Members considered submitting a formal Planning application to renew the current use 
                      category for the youth cabins.  The Town Clerk provided an update at the meeting, advising


members that Heathfield youth provision are now working in partnership with Youth Genesis 

and would like to be up and running again by the end of April 2021.



Resolved:


The Town Clerk to submit a planning application requesting a further extension of time to the 


current use category to enable the youth service to continue to operate.
RP&P.21/13 
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)


Cllr Kerswell advised members that the Bovey Tracey Lawn Tennis Club had been awarded 

several awards this year and suggested that a letter of congratulations is sent on to the club 

on behalf of the council. Awards – LTA’s Club of the Year 2020 for the entire South West 


Region, LTA’s Performance Coach of the Year and LTA’s Young (25 and under) Coach of the 

Year and their Chairman, Chris Laycock, won LTA’s Volunteer of the Year.



The Town Clerk confirmed that the toilets in the Riverside Community Centre are ready


for use but given the ongoing negotiations with TDC regarding cleaning and maintenance they


remain closed currently and the portaloo remains open in Station Road carpark.


The meeting closed at 8.05pm.
