MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 1st JUNE 2021 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr E Kelly

Cllr S Brooke


Cllr A Kerswell*


Cllr J Cole


Cllr K Morgan-West
Cllr D Elphick
In attendance:

Cllr G Gribble**/*

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk

A member of the Residents Association Committee

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association
**County Cllr

*District Cllr

The Town Mayor, Cllr Brooke, opened the meeting.











Interests declared:
i) Cllr Allen declared a financial interest in item RP&P.21/33

ii) Cllr Morgan-West declared an interest in item RP&P.21/33 as being in a position of control in the group currently using the pavilion.
RP&P.21/25
Election of Chairperson of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2021/22:

Cllr Allen nominated Cllr Kelly as Chairman of Committee for 2021/22.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Kerswell.  Cllr Kelly accepted nomination.
Resolved: As there were no other nominations, Cllr Kelly was duly elected to serve as Chairperson of the Committee for 2021/22.

RP&P.21/26
Election of Vice-Chairperson of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2021/22

Cllr Allen nominated Cllr Morgan-West as Vice-Chairperson of the Committee for 2021/22.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Brooke.  Cllr Morgan-West accepted nomination. 

Resolved: As there were no other nominations, Cllr Morgan-West was duly elected to serve as Vice-Chairperson for 2021/22.



RP&P.21/27
Apologies for Absence:


None.


**Public Participation:

A member of the Residents Association and a member of the Neighbourhood Watch 
Association raised concerns about the delayed delivery of the latest Quality Update and as 
such could not attend the advertised Surgery Session with PCSO Paul Wilson and the Town 
Mayor.  The Town Clerk will investigate the situation with the company responsible for 
distribution.
RP&P.21/28
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of 12th April 2021 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as 
a correct record and approved.
RP&P.21/29
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.  

RP&P.21/30
K6 Telephone Box – Greater Horseshoe School – Heathfield (Deferred Item:RP&P.21/17)
Cllr Kerswell provided feedback following discussions with the school.  The Town Clerk advised members of the legal advice received in relation to contracts and agreements. Members considered ownership and transition options.
Resolved:

i) That the Council should take responsibility for removing the ‘potential leaden paint’ from the telephone box and ensuring it is safe for further refurbishment/project work.

ii) That a formal licence agreement is put in place with the school confirming school and Council responsibilities
RP&P.21/31
Play Area – Prince Rupert Way, Heathfield
Cllr Kelly requested that members consider future development/enhancements to the small play area given Bovey Tracey Town Council own a small piece of land adjacent to the park that may enable the park to be extended and provide a better offering? The Town Clerk advised that the existing play area is currently owned by Teignbridge District Council (TDC) and that TDC have general S106 funding potentially available for match funding future play areas.
Resolved:
i)
The Town Clerk to approach TDC Officers to initially see if they would consider a match funding approach to enhancing the existing play area offering.

ii)
Cllr Kelly will approach the school to assess appetite for the enhancements and see if the school would like pupils/local families to be involved in any subsequent design.
iii)
To revisit this as a future agenda item following the above actions to agree further steps.
RP&P.21/32
Bovey Tracey Swimming Pool Association
Members received correspondence highlighting that the Swimming Pool Association are considering a switch to their current legal entity (*copy previously circulated). The Town Clerk advised members of the legal implications.
Resolved: To confirm to the Pool Association that the Council are supportive of the switch 
and request that the Town Clerk, in conjunction with the Council’s Legal Advice Service, 
complete a simple ‘assignment’ document if the Pool Association proceed to switch to a 
charitable legal entity.



Cllr Allen and Cllr Morgan-West left the meeting at 7.33pm.
RP&P.21/33
Bovey Tracey Football Club – Football Pavilion Premises (Recreation Ground)




Following item RP&P.21/04, members received and considered further correspondence 


received on behalf of Bovey Tracey Football Club (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Kelly 


outlined the current position for members including the restoration costs outlined in the 


‘Schedule of Dilapidation’ report (*copy previously circulated) and provided further details of 

two tenants. The Town Clerk confirmed that the land is owned by the Town Council, however 

the building was built using Bovey Tracey Football Club funds.



Resolved:
i) 
To request that the Football Club give appropriate notice to the tenants to vacate

ii)
To request that the Football Club remove and dispose of all non-fitted items

iii)
To notify the Football Club to undertake the above prior to 1st September 2021, at which point the Committee can seek Council support to take-over the building.


Cllr Allen and Cllr Morgan-West returned to the meeting at 7.45pm.

RP&P.21/34
Request for the use of Mill Marsh Park - World Wide Knit in Public Day
Members received and considered a request (*copy previously circulated) for the use of Mill Marsh Park on Saturday 12th June 2021.
Resolved:  To support the event and allow the use of Mill Marsh Park subject to completion of the necessary Indemnity Form, Public Liability Insurance and relevant Risk Assessment.
RP&P.21/35
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
Members received and noted the minutes of a meeting held on 05.05.21 (*copy previously circulated).  Members thanked Cllr Cole for the work undertaken to date and looked forward to supporting the new Tree Trail and future public meetings as Covid-19 restrictions allow them. Cllr Cole will update the committee when dates are confirmed and advise how they can further support the Friends of Mill Marsh Park group.
RP&P.21/36 
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)

Cllr Allen raised concerns on behalf of a resident about people urinating into the hedge that boarders their garden and Mill Marsh Park. The Town Clerk agreed to investigate appropriate signage for the park directing visitors to the public toilets.
Cllr Kerswell requested an update on the opening of the public toilets at the new Community Centre. The Town Clerk advised that they should be open shortly, pending successful negotiations with Teignbridge District Council which initially started in August 2020.
Cllr Allen raised Bonds Meadow and asked if there was anything further that the Council could consider with helping the current campaign to preserve the area.  The Town Clerk suggested a report to Full Council if timescales allowed.
Cllr Brooke raised ongoing concerns about the volume of rubbish in Mill Marsh Park.  The Town Clerk will table a future agenda item for a full discussion.
Cllr Cole updated members on the progress regarding the Christmas lights tender and confirmed that tenders will be presented at the next RP&P meeting for discussion to enable supplier selection.

Cllr Elphick raised concerns on behalf of the Heathfield Youth Action Group who are concerned about the group sustaining their future. The Town Clerk confirmed that Teignbridge District Council granted extended ‘change of use’ for a further 3-year period only.  
Cllr Kelly raised an idea that had been successfully used by other councils to generate hydroelectric from the river that could power EV charging points etc.  Cllr Kelly will share the idea with the Climate Emergency Bovey Tracey and Heathfield.
The Town Clerk advised all members:

i) that the bookings calendar was now live on the Town Website (under local information, 
Council facilities for hire). The public can now see when the Council owned green spaces, or 
the Riverside Community Centre rooms are being used for events and activities.



ii) updated members on the date and route for the South West in Bloom judging on 12th July.



iii) advised members that a draft option agreement for the land on Le Molay-Littry Way will be 

shared for discussion at the next RP&P meeting on 12th July 2021. 


Meeting Closed 8pm
