
PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON 11TH JULY 2022 AT 6:00PM

Present:

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr E Kelly

Cllr U Arnold


Cllr A Kerswell


Cllr S Brooke


Cllr S Light
In attendance:

The Town Clerk
The Assistant Town Clerk

A member of the local press

A member of the Resident’s Association

Cllr C Burton

** County Cllr

* District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Light.
PL.22/79
Apologies for absence:


Cllr R Bradshaw - Leave

PL.22/80
Declarations of Interest
i) When issuing observations, the Town Clerk will declare an interest in item: PL.22/83 f (Council currently own land elsewhere within the development site).


Public Participation:
i) A member of the Residents Association spoke in relation to item PL.22/83 f and relayed concerns to members around the impact the store could have on the viability of town centre shops and in particular the Post Office which is currently accommodated in the Spar.
ii) Cllr Burton spoke in relation to item PL.22/83 f and recognised that the community will be concerned about the current cost of living crisis, but questioned the timing of the build and whether this would address the current crisis that people are feeling today.  In addition, it was highlighted that the previous observations should not be a precedent for this revised application, particularly as the Neighbourhood Plan is now ‘made’.  Furthermore, members  should consider this process a negotiation around additional investment into the community and seek further benefits through on-going negotiations.
PL.22/81
Minutes:

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13th June 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and were approved.
ii) There were no updates provided on actions/items from the previous meeting.

PL.22/82
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration and the need to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change. 

PL.22/83
Consideration of Planning Applications:



TDC Applications listed to 03.06.22: (Deferred Item) 
a)
22/01000/LBC Alterations to café, including reduction of kitchen size, removal of internal partition, demolition of structural wall, creation of one new window opening and relocation of existing external extract; Devon Guild of Craftsmen, Fore Street, Bovey Tracey.
Observations: No objection, subject to Conservation Officer raising no objections.

TDC Applications listed to 10.06.22: 

b)
22/00999/FUL Alterations to café, including reduction of kitchen size, removal of internal partition, demolition of structural wall, creation of one new window opening and relocation of existing external extract; Devon Guild of Craftsmen, Fore Street, Bovey Tracey. 
Observations: No objection, subject to Conservation Officer raising no objections.
c)
22/01059/HOU Single storey side extension; Indio Cottage, Newton Road, Bovey Tracey.


Observations: No objection, subject to Conservation Officer raising no objections.


TDC Applications listed to 17.06.22: 

d)
22/01121/HOU Proposed single-storey side extension; 1 Mountfield, Road to Brookfield, Coombe Cross, Bovey Tracey.
Observations: No objection. 
e)
22/01043/FUL Agricultural barn and workshop space; Land at NGR 282458 78674, Coombe Lane, Bovey Tracey.
Observations: No documentation available on the portal.
f)
22/01194/MAJ Hybrid panning application for full planning permission for Class E food store with associated parking, servicing and landscaping and outline planning permission (with all matters except access reserved) for Class B2/B8 employment uses; Land West of Monks Way and North of Marriott Way, Bovey Tracey. 

Observations: No objection, however the following actions should be considered:
i) With the provision of only 10 cycle places vs 100 car spaces, with accessibility for local people to a cheap store then consideration should be given to working with stagecoach to alter the bus route and ensure a bus stop is created at/nearby the supermarket itself to really promote sustainable travel.

ii) In line with the Town Council's Climate Emergency Declaration and our efforts to increase trees in the area as part of carbon sequestration, we would request that the applicant plants at least 15 trees for 3 it will remove/part remove (noting that trees take 10 years to reach mature levels of carbon sequestration hence the need to plant 5 x that removed).
iii) In accordance with the emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan, the development should not contravene Policy BPNP LE2 Tranquillity and Dark Skies (e.g. development should not introduce or increase light pollution).

iv) In accordance with the emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan, the development should plant wildflower verges and maximise hedgerow additions where possible in support of Project 4 (to develop wildflower-rich verges to encourage pollinators and support a wider range of species) to improve biodiversity, particularly insect populations, especially if it can provide a wildlife corridor through to the neighbouring ponds.
The Town Clerk was instructed to make contact with the applicant to invite a future discussion about further contributions to the community if the application is approved.

On issuing the above observations, the Town Council wish to highlight that it currently owns land elsewhere on the development site.
g)
22/00568/FUL Bin store; Parke, The National Trust, Road from Lowerdown Pottery to Fire Station, Bovey Tracey 

Observations: Noted that the application has been withdrawn.
h)
21/00076/TREE Fell two beech, one lime and one oak; Units 1 & 2 The Drum Business Park, Heathfield 

Observations: Noted that an appeal has been lodged.

TDC Applications listed to 24.06.22: 

i)
19/02541/MAJ Construction of industrial building (for manufacturing, administration and support space), access and associated parking; Land at Heathlands, Old Newton Road, Bovey Tracey.
Observations: Noted that the Planning Officer confirmed this application was listed in error.
j)
22/01138/FUL Discussion about two dwellings; Land at NGR 281402 77850 St Johns Close, Bovey Tracey, TQ13 9BU (Observations due: 15.07.22) 

Observations: No objection.
TDC Applications listed to 01.07.22: 

k)
22/00017/REF Prior Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GDPO for change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling; Tappers Barn, Little Bovey Farm, Bovey Tracey
Observations: Noted that an appeal has been dismissed.
PL.22/84
Applications Delegated to the Town Clerk:
None.

PL.22/85
Planning Decisions: 
Members noted the following planning decisions:

a) Approvals:
TDC: 

i) 22/00604/HOU Replace existing conservatory roof with tiled roof and double glazed units; Willows, Chapple Road, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection) 

ii) 21/02580/HOU Partial demolition and rebuilding of existing bungalow; Treen, Furzeleigh Lane, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection) 

DNPA:

None

b) Refusals:
TDC: 

iii) 22/00992/TPO Fell two alders (T4 & T5); Brimley Halt, Ashburton Road, Bovey Tracey (Observations: Referred to TDC’s Arboricultural Officer) 

DNPA: 

None
PL.22/86 
20’s Plenty for Devon Campaign:
Members received correspondence on behalf of ‘20’s plenty for us’ and considered passing a motion to support the campaign (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved: Following discussion, members deferred to Full Council for consideration.
PL.22/87
Recess Arraangements for Summer Recess 2022:
Members discussed appropriate methods for responding to applications during the summer recess period.

Resolved: To delegate authority for the Town Clerk to issue observations during this period following the receipt of individual comments from committee members either via the office or via an informal discussion amongst members.  
PL.22/88
General Planning Matters brought forward by Councillors: (For information only) 

Cllr Brooke requested an update on the Mary Street public toilets proposal relating to a café.  The Town Clerk will contact Teignbridge DC for an update on progress.

Cllr Brooke requested an update on the application for change of use at Dartmoor Garages.  The Town Clerk agreed to source an update.

Cllr U Arnold advised that a road sign located on the Fire Station roundabout has been hit by a vehicle and is signposting road users in the wrong direction.  The Town Clerk will again report this to Devon CC.

Cllr U Arnold highlighted concerns around the retrieval of householder’s bins which remain on Marlborough Terrace following emptying.  The Town Clerk will advise Teignbridge DC.
Cllr Kerswell referred to the Indio appeal, which has been dismissed.

Cllr Kerswell advised members that the site visits have been rescheduled for 19th July to view the Local Plan refresh potential sites and confirmed that the Planning Authority are unable to extend the invitation to Town Councillors.
Meeting closed at 7:09pm
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