
PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON  1ST NOVEMBER 2021 AT 6:00PM

Present:

Cllr J Arnold

Cllr S Brooke

Cllr E Kelly
(Chair)

Cllr A Kerswell *


Cllr S Light
In attendance:

Cllr A Allen
Cllr G Gribble */**

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association

** County Cllr

* District Cllr

In the absence of the Committee Chairman, the meeting was chaired by Cllr Kelly (Deputy Chair).
Interests declared:  Cllr J Arnold and Cllr Kelly declared personal interests in Item PL.21/118 c.
PL.21/115
Apologies for absence:


Cllr U Arnold – Recovering from an operation 



Cllr R Bradshaw – Leave







Public Participation:
No items raised.
PL.21/116
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 18th October (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and were approved.
PL.21/117
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration and the need to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change. 

PL.21/118
Consideration of Planning Applications:

DNPA Applications listed to 08.10.21:
a) 0525/21 Erection of timber garage; Cobstone Cottage, Higher Brimley, Bovey Tracey.  

Observations: No objection


 b)
0546/21 Agricultural building (27m x 16m); Higher Brimley, Bovey Tracey.



Observations: No objection


TDC Applications listed to 15.10.21:


c)
21/02053/ADV New temporary and permanent signs to west elevation; The King of Prussia, 83 Fore Street, Bovey Tracey.



Observations: No objection.  Cllrs J Arnold and Kelly abstained.


d)
21/02326/MAJ Approval of details for 22 dwellings and associated works (approval sought for appearance, scale, landscaping and layout); Land North of Indio House, Newton Road, Bovey Tracey.


Observations: Members continue to object to the application, making the following observations:



i) MG5 Grassland – We support the Biodiversity Officer’s objections in particular where it relates to the loss of MG5 grassland.  The two fields are identified as County Wildlife Site standard rich semi-improved to unimproved grassland (category MG5) which is priority habitat, the majority of which will be lost to development.  We are yet to understand from the documents submitted whether or not the applicant has committed to compensate for the loss of grassland elsewhere and therefore support the need for a Habitat Compensation Scheme to ensure that net biodiversity gain is achieved for any loss of priority grassland habitat.  This is also echoed in the emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan (Policy LE4).



ii) The emerging Neighbourhood Plan requires developments of above 10 units to be designed to maximise walking and cycling and to encourage health benefits which arise from access to green space (Policy H4).  From the application this still appears an uncertainty due to ongoing discussions with landowners that a cycle/pedestrian link to Marsh Path will be successfully delivered.



iii) We support the objections raised by Devon Wildlife Trust (dated 10th June 2021) in addition to the comments submitted by Action for Climate.



iv) We support the comments issued on 18th March by the Residents QC, in particular:



- National Planning Policy Framework 170 requires that valued landscapes, site of biodiversity or geological value and soils should be protected and enhanced.  As the field is MG Grassland/priority habitat it should remain protected and therefore the application appears contrary to policy.



- Local Plan Policies EN8 and EN9 require biodiversity, such as MG5 grassland to be protected and enhanced.  As the majority of the site is to be built over, this neither protects nor enhances it and again the application appears contrary to policy.



- Members are concerned to understand that the key issue around the detailed impact on the MG grassland was not dealt with by the Appeal Inspector.  At the District’s Planning Committee held on 15th June, Councillors were rightly concerned about the failure to consider such essential information at a stage when it could almost certainly have led to the application having a different outcome.


DNPA Applications listed to 15.10.21:


e)
0571/21 Insert dormer to rear (south) elevation; Longbrake, Bovey Tracey.


Observations: No objection.


TDC Applications listed to 22.10.21:


f) 
21/02278/NPA Application for Prior Approval under part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GDPO for change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling; Tappers Barn, Little Bovey Farm, Bovey Tracey.


Observations: The Town Council does not support this application as it considers it would result in an unprecedented development in the countryside.
PL.21/119
Applications Delegated to the Town Clerk (to note): 


None.
PL.21/120
Planning Decisions: 

a) Approvals: 
TDC:
i) 21/01893/HOU Roof extension to rear with balcony; Montevideo, Bradley Road, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection) 
ii) 21/01901/HOU Two storey side and rear extension and garage lean-to; Oldfield House, Lowerdown, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection)
DNPA: None.
b)   Refusals: 
      TDC: None.




                      DNPA: None. 
PL. 21/121
General Planning Matters brought forward by Councillors: (For information only) 

Cllr Light informed members of the ground conditions and subsequent damage at the Great Plantation following the Forestry Commission works.  The Town Clerk will contact the Officer for an update on reinstatement/rectification works.
Meeting closed at 6.37pm
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