FINANCE, RESOURCES & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON 25TH APRIL 2022 AT 7.00PM
Present:
Cllr A Allen
Cllr C Burton


Cllr G Gribble**/*
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
** County Cllr

* District Cllr
In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, members elected Cllr Gribble to preside at the meeting.
FR&GP.22/22
Apologies for absence:
Cllr Bradshaw - Leave

Cllr Brooke – Leave
Cllr Fletcher – Personal Commitment

Cllr Mills – Personal Commitment
FR&GP.22/23
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Gribble declared a personal interest in item FR&GP.22/27 i) as a member of the Heathfield Youth Group.
Cllr Burton declared a personal interest in item FR&GP.22/27 i) as a member of the Heathfield Youth Group.
**Public Participation:

None.
FR&GP.22/24
Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting of 7th March 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record.
FR&GP.22/25
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
FR&GP.22/26
Accounts & Financial Statement:

Members received and approved:

i)
Payment and receipt transactions between 1st March 2022 and 13th April 2022 (*copy previously circulated) 
ii)
Bank reconciliation between 1st March 2022 and 13th April 2022 (*copy previously circulated)
iii)
Members noted the balances as below:


General Account:

£   22,822.10
(as at 13.04.22)

Income/Precept A/C:

£ 102,998.13
(as at 13.04.22)

Capital A/C:


£ 160,503.46
(as at 13.04.22) 


CIL A/C:


£ 114,935.91
(as at 13.04.22)

National Lottery Grant:
£   29,391.62 
(as at 13.04.22)

Charity Bank Investment
£   85,000.00
(as at 13.04.22)

FR&GP.22/27 Grant Applications:


Members received and considered the following Grant Applications:



i) Youth Genesis/Heathfield Youth Service (*copy previously circulated)


ii) Bovey and Heathfield Repair Café (*copy previously circulated) 


Resolved: Following discussion, it was resolved:

i) To defer consideration of the Youth Genesis/Heathfield Youth Service Grant Application until the next meeting and request further details on measurable objectives.
ii) To approve a grant award of £1,110 to Bovey and Heathfield Repair Café
FR&GP.22/28 Policy Reviews


Members reviewed and considered a recommendation to Full Council to re-adopt the 

following policies: 


i) Information & Data Protection Policy (*copy previously circulated)


ii) Data Breech Policy (*copy previously circulated)


iii) Subject Access Request (*copy previously circulated)


iv) Financial Regulations (*copy previously circulated)
Resolved: To recommend to Full Council the re-adoption of the Policies with the following amendments:

i) Information & Data Protection Policy, amendments to include:

- Page numbers to be added


- Diversity Monitoring – to reformat corresponding paragraphs
ii) Financial Regulations, amendments to include updating the thresholds for Public Supply/Public Service Contracts and Public Works Contracts (page 15)

iii) It was further agreed for the Town Clerk to prepare guidance for all Councillors/Staff to undertake data checks in accordance with the Council’s Data Retention Policy.
FR&GP.22/29
Year End Budget Position – 31st March 2022
Members received and noted the budget position as at the end of the financial year for 2021/22 (*copy previously circulated).
Cllr Burton suggested that hire/application fees (stalls, parks & open space bookings) should be reviewed when fees and charges are next considered.

FR&GP.22/30
Bovey Tracey Information Centre Trust


Members received and considered a request on behalf of the Information Centre Trust to hold trust funds (if required) for a temporary period. 

Resolved: To agree to hold funds (if required) for up to a period of 6 months.
FR&GP.22/31
Matters brought forward by Councillors: (for information only).
Cllr Burton updated members on the initial meeting of the task group formed to review the Town website.  Key items/objectives included:  



- Estimates are being requested from preferred website designers



- Any future site to become more interactive (online payments, bookings etc)




- Simplification of the site

- Remove duplication and redirect visitors to appropriate websites (e.g. Tourism, events and businesses) to ensure information is up to date
The meeting closed at 7:51pm.
