FINANCE, RESOURCES & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON 5TH SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 7.05PM
Present:
Cllr A Allen

Cllr D Fletcher



Cllr S Brooke 

Cllr G Gribble**/*



Cllr C Burton



In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Ms A Christie - Assistant Town Clerk

** County Cllr

* District Cllr
In the absence of Cllr Bradshaw, the meeting was chaired by Cllr Fletcher.
FR&GP.22/47
Apologies for absence 
Cllr Mills – Work Commitment
Cllr R Bradshaw – Personal Commitment
FR&GP.22/48 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest received.
**Public Participation: 

None.
FR&GP.22/49 Minutes: 

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13th June 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and were approved.

ii) The Town Clerk provided an update on timescales for the Solar PV installation on the Riverside Community Centre, advising that the panels were now in place and a delivery of the batteries and invertors was now awaited to complete the installation.
FR&GP.22/50
Standing Item – Climate Emergency: 
Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
FR&GP.22/51 Accounts & Financial Statement: 
Members received and approved: 

i) Payment and receipt transactions between 2nd June 2022 and 25th August 2022 (*copy previously circulated) 
ii) bank reconciliation between 2nd June 2022 and 25th August 2022 (*copy previously circulated) 

iii) Members noted the balances as below:

General Account:

£15,175.51
(as at 25.08.22) 

Income/Precept A/C:

£147,887.86
(as at 25.08.22) 

Capital A/C:


£160,512.78
(as at 25.08.22) 

CIL A/C:


£176,527.89
(as at 25.08.22) 

National Lottery Grant:
£69,453.37
(as at 25.08.22) 

Charity Bank Investment 
£85,000.00
(as at 25.08.22)

FR&GP.22/52 Town Council Insurance 
Members received and considered a report from the Town Clerk (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: To appoint Broker A for a minimum period of 3-years to provide the Council’s insurance cover and to also provide Cyber insurance cover as quoted.  The Town Clerk to investigate the possibility of extending the cover for 5-years.
FR&GP.22/53 Annual Return for the Year Ending 31st March 2022: 
Members received and noted the outcome of the 2021/22 External Audit undertaken by PKF Littlejohn LLP (*copy previously circulated).
FR&GP.22/54
2022/23 Budget Monitoring – Quarter 1 
Members received and noted the Town Council’s Quarter 1 Budget Monitoring statement as at 30th June 2022 (*copy previously circulated).  The Town Clerk provided verbal feedback to questions from members.
FR&GP.22/55
2022/23 Budget Setting Process: 
Members received and considered the process for budget/precept setting for the ensuing year (*copy previously circulated).
Cllr Gribble congratulated the Town Clerk on the report provided and gave thanks on behalf of members.

Resolved: Following questions from members, the draft process was approved and members agreed to:

i) give further thought to how engagement with younger parishioners can take place effectively

ii) for the Town Clerk to prepare an article for the forthcoming Quality Update to seek input from the community towards the budget for the ensuing year
iii) to invite Cllr Burton to the December meeting with the Committee Chair/Vice Chair and Town Clerk
FR&GP.22/56
Public Toilets – Station Road 
Members received and considered a report in relation to the future management of the public toilets (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed:
i) for Cllr Brooke (Council Chair), Cllr Fletcher (Vice Chair of FR&GP Committee) and the Town Clerk to draft an article to include Options 2 & 3 from the report for publication in the next Quality Update and seek feedback.
ii) to circulate the draft article for comments by Committee members

iii) to feedback the findings for a future discussion
FR&GP.22/57
Town Council Investments 

Members received and considered a report in relation to future investments and mitigating risk (*copy previously circulated).  The Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk responded to questions of clarification from members.
Resolved: To approve the recommendations without amendment as listed within the report.

FR&GP.22/58 Grounds Maintenance Contract 2023 & 2024 – Tenders 
Members received and considered the tenders as laid out below following the recent tender invitation for the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Service: 

2023



2024 
Tender A:
£12,510.00 plus vat

£12,510.00 plus vat 

Tender B:
£19,680.00 plus vat

£19,680.00 plus vat 

Tender C:
£30,300.00 plus vat

£30,300.00 plus vat 

Tender D:
£26,566.35 plus vat

£26,566.35 plus vat 

Resolved: To award the Grounds Maintenance Contract to Tenderer A.
FR&GP.22/59 Option to opt out of the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments (SAAA) central 

external auditor appointment 
Members received correspondence from SAAA Ltd (*copy previously circulated) and considered whether or not to opt-out.

Resolved: To approve opting-in to the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments (SAAA) central external auditor appointment. 
FR&GP.22/60
Matters brought forward by Councillors: (for information only).
Cllr Brooke enquired about a future discussion in relation to the Cemetery Capacity as discussed at Recreation, Parks & Property Committee.  The Town Clerk advised that this report will be considered at Full Council on 19th September 2022.
The meeting closed at 8:24pm.
