BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE BAPTIST CHURCH
HIND STREET, BOVEY TRACEY ON MONDAY 27TH JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00PM.

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr G J Gribble**/*

Cllr A Allen


Cllr D Fletcher

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr A  Kerswell*

Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr O Mills

Cllr D Elphick


Cllr K Morgan-West

**County Cllr

*District Cllr

In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Mrs L Warren – Assistant to the Town Clerk

Rev K Hooke – Town Mayor’s Chaplain

District Cllr S Morgan

One member of the press

Three members of the public
The Town Mayor, Cllr Gribble,  invited the Reverend Kevin Hooke to lead prayers, for those who wish to take part, before the meeting opened.

FC.20/01. 
Apologies for absence:


Cllr U Arnold – Personal commitment


Cllr S Brooke – Leave



Cllr J Cole – Personal commitment



Cllr E Kelly - Leave



Cllr S Light – Work commitment


PCSO P Wilson
FC.20/02.
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:
Members signed the Dispensation for Councillors, in respect of the Budget/Precept  setting process, prior to the commencement of the meeting.
FC.20/03.

Minutes:
The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 11.11.19 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
FC.20/04.
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
The meeting went out of session
FC.20/05.
Report of the Mayor’s Chaplain:
Rev Hooke, Mayor’s Chaplain, advised that, during Lent, lunches will be held each Thursday at the Methodist Church commencing on 27th February.  Proceeds raised will be donated to the Homeless in Teignbridge Support charity.
FC.20/06.
Report of the Police:
A copy of the Neighbourhood Police report for the period 1st to 31st December 2019 was circulated.
FC.20/07.
Questions and Statements by the Public:

Mr P Beecher (Residents’ Association) referred to the increasing number of new developments in the area and the lack of infrastructure to support the increasing population.  Mr Beecher requested the Council to make representation to TDC requesting a detailed breakdown of how and when facilities are to be funded.   Cllr Bradshaw replied stating that the Town Council and Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group  recognise these issues. He advised that the provision of infrastructure is not controlled by the Town Council. He hoped that the provision of a Neighbourhood Development Plan will provide greater structure to future development.  Cllr Gribble agreed to make representation to TDC.
FC.20/08.
County, District and Town Councillor Reports:


DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble:



i)  Advised that he had attended all regular DCC meetings.

ii) Noted that the section of the Wray Valley Trail between Lustleigh and Moretonhampstead opened in December.  

iii) Advised that he had secured funding for the repair of Station Road roundabout.  It is hoped that the work will be completed shortly.

TDC Cllr Kerswell:

i) Noted that she had attended all regular meetings.

ii) Referred to the possible introduction of a bin tax of £80.00 for the provision of bins. This would be applicable to all purchasers of new homes in Teignbridge.

iii) Locally she had attended all regular meetings, Heritage Trust AGM, Carol Service and the Methodist Church 50 year celebration Songs of Praise.

TDC Cllr Morgan:

i) Noted that she had attended regular meetings.

ii) Advised that representation has been made to the Secretary of State objecting to the proposed bin tax.

iii) Advised that she has called in for consideration by Committee the application for a gas fired power plant at Heathfield.

iv) Noted that Bonds Meadow is still for sale.  The trees are well established and felling would be inappropriate.
v) Referred to the bridge at Clay Lane and advised that DCC is considering the installation of traffic lights.

vi) Noted the excellent service that Mr Steven Ley, TDC parish sweeper, provides and considered that this should be recognised.

Cllr Allen referred to the evolving communication strategy and considered that a draft could be available for consideration soon.
FC.20/09.
Representation on Outside Bodies:

Cllr Elphick advised that he had attended the Heritage Trust AGM and a meeting regarding the proposed Heathfield Rail Link.
The meeting returned to session
FC.20/10.
Business Raised by the Public: 
 No action required.
FC.20/11.
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 9.12.19 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
ii) Members considered appointing a lead Councillor to assist with arrangements for the 2020 South West in Bloom entry. (RP&P.19/66)

Resolved:

To appoint Cllr Kerswell.
iii) Members considered supporting a commemorative service on Sunday 16th August 2020 for the 75th anniversary of VJ Day. (RP&P.19/71).

Resolved:

To support a commemorative service as set out above.
FC.20/12.
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13.1.20 (*draft copy previously circulated)  were received and were adopted.
ii) Members considered adopting the draft budget for 2020/21 (*copy previously circulated) (FR&GP.20/06i). Cllr Fletcher clarified various areas of the budget.
Resolved:

To adopt the draft budget for 2020/21.
iii) Members considered approving the setting of the Precept at £242,150.00 for 2020/21 (FR&GP.20.06ii).

Resolved:

To approve the setting of the Precept at £242,150.00 for 2020/21.
FC.20/13.
Planning Committee:
i) The minutes of the meetings held on 25.11.19, 9.12.19 (*copies previously circulated) & 13.1.20  (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.
FC.20/14.
The Town Mayor’s Interests:
The Town Mayor’s engagements/announcements (*copy previously circulated) were noted.  
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FC.20/15.
Community Awards – Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor:
Members received the consultation results (*copy previously circulated) and considered any further action.Cllr Allen provided an update and noted that the award will be made to a parishioner who has given long term voluntary service to the community.  A discussion took place and Cllr Kerswell stated that she would like the criteria to state that residents of Bovey Tracey and Heathfield are eligible for nomination.   

Resolved:

i) To continue with the Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor title. 

ii) The award title to include  “for long term voluntary service”.

iii) To ensure that the application criteria clearly states that residents of Bovey Tracey and Heathfield are eligible for nomination. 
FC.20/16.
Climate Emergency:

Cllr Mills provided an update in relation to the Climate Emergency Declaration. The public meeting held in December was well attended.  In March a ticketed film showing will be held at Café 3sixty.  Land has been assessed for possible future tree planting.  Advice is available for establishing climate friendly gardens and the setting up of wormeries. Plastic free Bovey now has a new lead.  A clothes swap event is planned. 
FC.20/17.
Neighbourhood Development Plan:

Cllr Bradshaw provided an update. He noted that progress is in line with the timetable.  He referred to the workshop held on the 11th January and thanked Councillors for their attendance. He hoped that the second edit will be completed in 2/3 weeks. If all continues to progress satisfactorily it is hoped that the Plan will be adopted in the first half of 2021.
FC.20/18.
Community Centre Development:

i) Members received and noted the updates and actions in relation to the Community Centre development.  TheTown Clerk provided further clarification.
ii) Members received and reviewed contract payments/variations. The Town Clerk provided an update.
Resolved:

To approve the contract payments/variations as displayed in Cost Report No.3.
The Town Clerk confirmed that building work is currently two weeks behind.  The contractors consider that completion in mid July is achievable
FC.20/19.
Programme of Meetings 2019/20:

i) Members considered adopting a revised programme for the remainder of 2019/20 (*copy previously circulated). The Town Clerk provided an update.
Resolved:

To adopt the revised programme of meetings for the remainder of 2019/20.
ii) Members considered the format of the Annual Town Meeting on 25th March 2020 (*copy of draft agenda previously circulated).  The Town Clerk provided an update.  A discussion took place.


Resolved:
Cllrs Allen, Brooke and Morgan-West will review the format of the Annual Town Meeting and report back.
FC.20/20.
Risk assessment of Financial & Non Financial Internal Controls:

Members considered the updated Risk Assessment of Financial and Non-Financial Internal Controls – January 2020 (*copy previously circulated). It was noted that this represents the Town Council’s Internal Control document.  The Town Clerk provided an update.
Resolved:

To approve the updated Risk assessment of Financial and Non-Financial Internal Control – January 2020. 
FC.20/21.
Royal Garden Party 2020 – Nomination:
Members considered a nomination to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party  (*copy of criteria previously circulated).  A discussion took place.
Resolved:

To decline to make a nomination.
FC.20/22.
Rural/ Market Town Group:

Members considered joining the Rural/Market Town Group, established by the Rural Services Network (*report previously circulated). 
Resolved:

To join the Rural/Market Town Group at a cost of £130.00 per year.
FC.20/23.
Extension to Six Month Rule – COUNCILLOR ABSENCE:

Members noted and considered a report from the Town Clerk (*report previously circulated). The Town Clerk provided a further update.


Resolved:


To extend the absence until October 2020. 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm.
Reminder for Members:
· You must declare the nature of any disclosable pecuniary interests (under the Localism Act 2011, this means the interests of your spouse, or civil partner, a person with whom you are living with as husband and wife or a person with whom you are living as if you are civil partners).  You must also disclose any personal interest.
· You must disclose your interest in an item whenever it becomes apparent that you have an interest in the business being considered.
· Make sure you say what your interest is, as this has to be included in the minutes.  (For example, ‘I have a disclosable pecuniary interest because this planning application is made by my husband’s employer’).

· If your interest is a disclosable pecuniary interest, you cannot participate in the discussion, cannot vote and must leave the room unless you have obtained a dispensation from the Clerk.
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