MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON

20TH MARCH 2023 AT 7.00PM
Present:
Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen 

Cllr A Kerswell *
Cllr U Arnold

Cllr S Light
Cllr R Bradshaw
Cllr K Morgan-West
Cllr C Burton

Cllr O Mills





Cllr G Gribble */**



* District Cllr
** County Cllr

In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association

A member of the Residents Association

Area Ranger - Dartmoor National Park
Two members of the public.

Rev K Hooke

Cllr S Morgan *
The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.
FC.23/14
Apologies for absence:
Cllr J Arnold – Personal commitment

Cllr J Cole – Personal commitment

Cllr E Kelly – Work commitment 

FC.23/15
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:
Cllr Kerswell and Cllr Gribble declared potential interests in item FC.23/25 and will therefore not take part in the discussion or vote.
FC.23/16
Minutes
i) The minutes of the Council meeting held on 23rd January 2023 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record.
ii) The following updates were provided:

· Cllr Light confirmed that a funding application to the Teignbridge Clean Up Fund has been submitted.
· There was no interest received following the Social Media post inviting interested volunteers to support/lead arrangements for the Kings Coronation.
FC.23/17
Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate and ecology emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.23/18 
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:



The following reports were received from key bodies including:
i)  Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) provided an update about the Methodist Church hosting the Community Fridge, food collections and the Citizen Advice Bureau (CAB).  Rev Hooke thanked the Council for the grant awarded to fund CAB for one further year. The services are well used and reach good numbers of residents. The Methodist Church has also created a pilot project for residents no longer able to maintain their household gardens, requesting part of the garden is allocated for community use for cultivation of produce, increasing community participation in food cultivation and decreasing social isolation for the elderly. Members and the public are invited to contact Rev Hooke if interested in participating.
ii) Police a written report for the period of 1st February – 28th February 2023 was provided and circulated.  The summary stated that there were 19 recorded offences across the Bovey Tracey area, including 4 linked to assault offences, 3 criminal damage offence, 1 dog offence, 1 drug offence, 2 harassment offences, 2 driving offences, 2 sexual offences, 1 fraud offence, 4 theft offences and 1 public order offence.  Police responded to approximately 50 other incidents in the same period.
The Town Clerk gave a verbal summary of the multi-agency meetings between the Youth Club, Police, Space and Town Council to seek to engage more with an aspiration to offer further facilities/schemes, including the possible provision of transport for local youth to attend youth club(s) in Newton Abbot.
iii) DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble provided a verbal overview of the County Council’s Highways works and pressures locally, the significant works for which will be undertaken between Drumbridges roundabout and Forches Cross.  The timescales are as yet unknown.  Cllr Gribble also advised on the current consultation to prohibit 7.5 tonne vehicles along the new section of road between Cummings Cross and Thorns Cross.
Cllr Kerswell provided a verbal update on Teignbridge District Council support funds for households, information for which is available on www.teignbridge.gov.uk website, and also stated that Teignbridge District Council is currently advertising a number of job vacancies.

Cllr Morgan updated members around Teignbridge District Council’s budgetary pressures.  Cllr Morgan also stated that the Local Plan consultation period has now finished.

iv) Cllr Brooke gave thanks to Cllr Morgan for her dedication to protect Bond’s Meadow.  Cllr Morgan returned the thanks to the Town Council for including Bond’s Meadow as a local green space in the Neighbourhood Development Plan.   Cllr Brooke gave an update on wildflower verges advising that Le Molay-Littry Way and Firestation Roundabout verges have recently been prepared and seeded.  The verge sited at Bradley Bends junction has perennials planted that should grow back each year.

v) Other outside bodies:

Cllr Burton provided a verbal update following the successful and well received Fairtrade and Rwandan Coffee Growers’ visit to Bovey Tracey last week, highlighting the work of the Fairtrade Association and positive impact to the growers.

Cllr Burton provided an update about the current position of the Heathfield Youth Club which is currently not operational following some winter flooding internally and Youth Genesis no longer being in partnership.
FC.23/19
Questions and Statements by the Public:
i) A member of the Residents Association thanked Town Councillors and staff for their commitment to the town and gave a special thank you to those councillors who will be standing down at the elections in May.
ii) The Area Ranger for Dartmoor National Park reported on a number of related matters, including: the difficult financial situation of the Park Authority, wild camping on Dartmoor and stated that the National Park is appealing the decision.  An update was 
provided on the current Public Rights of Way maintenance and works within Dartmoor National Park, highlighting the appreciation of the work of volunteer wardens and other volunteers and provided an overview of the works and award for the Haytor Quarry project. 
Cllr U Arnold left the meeting at 7.45pm.

The meeting went back into session.
FC.23/20
Business Raised by the Public:


None.

FC.23/21
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee: 

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 20.02.23 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. Cllr Morgan-West provided a verbal summary on the key items considered, including Mill Marsh Park play area and basketball area redevelopment.
ii) Members received and considered a request on behalf of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club to install additional fencing at the Recreation Ground.  Cllr Mills provided a verbal summary of the background to the request.  Members also received a further request to financially contribute towards the cost of supply and installation if the request is approved.
Resolved:
ii) a. Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed to protect the confirmed ‘high risk’ public areas and therefore permit the installation of fencing as appropriate to protect the: Play Area, Car Park and entrance to the Swimming Pool.

ii) b. To approve a 50% contribution towards the costs to a maximum of £3,500. 
Cllr U Arnold re-joined the meeting at 7:58pm

FC.23/22
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
The minutes of the meeting held on 06.03.23 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Bradshaw provided a verbal summary of the key items considered, including the approved Mill Marsh Park play area project costs and subsequent capital budget commitment of £250,000.
FC.23/23
Planning & Environment Committee:

The minutes of the meetings held on 06.02.23, 20.02.23 and 06.03.23 (*copies previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Light provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key observations issued. 
FC.23/24
Personnel Committee 
Members received a recommendation to adopt a Whistleblowing Policy (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: To adopt the Whistleblowing Policy without amendment.

FC.23/25
Long Service Awards Policy 
Members received and considered adopting a Long Service Awards Policy (*copy previously circulated). 
Resolved: To adopt the Long Service Awards Policy with amendments to include an additional £50.00 donation to a charity of the long serving members’ choice and for the commemorative shield to be produced using environmentally friendly materials.
FC.23/26
Carbon Baseline Monitoring – Bovey Tracey Town Council 
Members received a short presentation from Cllr Fletcher and considered any further action if/as appropriate.
Resolved: To note the carbon baseline monitoring report and the Council’s current position. 
FC.23/27 
The District of Teignbridge (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2023: 
Members received and considered issuing a response to the new Off-Street Parking Places Order.

Resolved: To note the consultation. 
The meeting closed at 8.44pm.  Cllr Brooke thanked all Councillors for their service over the current term of office and gave a special thanks to Cllr Mrs Kerswell and Cllr Gribble who will be standing down after significant periods of voluntary service.
