MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT ST CATHERINE’S SCHOOL, HEATHFIELD ON

14TH NOVEMBER 2022 AT 7.00PM
Present:
Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen


Cllr A Kerswell *
Cllr J Arnold


Cllr S Light

Cllr U Arnold


Cllr O Mills


Cllr C Burton


 


In attendance:

Cllr S Morgan*

A member of the public
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

Not in attendance: 

Cllr R Bradshaw

* District Cllr
** County Cllr

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.
FC.22/61
Apologies for absence:
Cllr J Cole – Personal commitment
Cllr G Gribble – Unwell
Cllr E Kelly – Personal commitment 
Cllr K Morgan-West - Unwell

FC.22/62
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:


None.
FC.22/63
Minutes
i) The minutes of the Council meeting held on 26th September 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record.
ii) Cllr Brooke advised members that the Town Clerk had notified DCC of the Town Council’s support for the ‘20’s Plenty for Devon’ campaign (Item: FC.22/54).  The Town Clerk has also received and circulated the ‘Civility and Respect Pledge’ certificate (Item: FC.22/57).
FC.22/64
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.22/65 
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:



The following reports were received from key bodies including:
i)  Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) No report received.  Cllr Brooke thanked Rev Hooke for hosting the Citizen Advice Bureau, Community Fridge, Food collections and providing a Warm Space at the Methodist Church, all of which will be starting in the coming weeks.
ii) Police – a written report for the period of 1st October 2022 to 31st October 2022 was provided and circulated.  Cllr Brooke provided a summary, stating that there were 25 recorded offences across the Bovey Tracey area, including 7 linked to assault offences, 3 criminal damage offences, 4 harassment offences and 3 public order offences.  Police responded to approximately 62 other incidents in the same period.
The Town Clerk presented examples of data provided at the monthly meeting with the local Inspector and highlighted key data relevant to Bovey Tracey, including the Street Safe reporting tool.  The Town Clerk will circulate the link and data.

iii) DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble circulated a report in his absence detailing the current financial situation of the County Council.  Cllr Fletcher referred to the statement that DCC are delaying planned investment in IT and infrastructure projects and asked if there were projects taking place within the parish that might be affected?  The Town Clerk will forward this question for a response.

TDC Cllr Morgan gave an overview of spending cutbacks and reviews for Teignbridge DC, due to central government not increasing budgets.  Services may reduce to core statutory services as a result.  An update was provided around employment vacancies across services and recruitment issues, particularly within the Refuse and Recycling Service. Cllr Morgan also highlighted a difficult financial situation for Dartmoor National Park. 
iv) Cllr Brooke provided a list of activities and events attended since the previous Council Meeting (*copy previously circulated) and stated that Devon County Council has unfortunately not managed to upgrade the lighting columns in Heathfield which was required prior to mid-November to provide Christmas lamp post column displays, however, Cllr Burton, Cllr Light and the Town Clerk are continuing to plan a children’s Christmas event in Heathfield. Cllr Brooke highlighted that the Methodist Church are hosting the new Community Fridge and have a formal opening on 26th November 2022 at 2pm. Citizen’s advice is also moving from the Riverside Community Centre to the Methodist Church along with the Food Hub scheme (which was previously located in the Scout Hut).  There will be an open evening for prospective councillors held at the Riverside Community Centre on 13th December from 4.00pm – 7.00pm.
The meeting went back into session.

FC.22/66
Questions and Statements by the Public:
In the absence of the Chairman of the Residents Association, the Town Clerk advised members that the Town Mayor and Town Clerk attended the Bovey Tracey Activities Trust event on 9th November and were thanked for their attendance.
FC.22/67
Business Raised by the Public:


None.

FC.22/68 
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee: 

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 17.10.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. 
ii) Members received and discussed a deferred item around the installation of an external flagpole at the Riverside Community Centre and considered any further action as appropriate (RP&P.22/52).
A lengthy discussion took place around i) current budget pressures (focusing current funds on services and infrastructure that maximises benefit to the highest number of residents and/or those in need, ii) environmental impact (additional pole and flag will all contain embodied energy) and iii) whether the existing flagpole should be relocated from the Old Town Hall.
Resolved: To retain the existing flagpole at the old Town Hall (e.g. adjacent to the War Memorial).  There was a lack of support to progress the installation of an additional flagpole at the Riverside Community Centre. To be deferred for consideration not before November 2023.
FC.22/69
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 31.10.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  The Town Mayor provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed. The draft budget options will be presented for consideration at the next committee meeting on 9th of January 2023.  Cllr Burton advised that two funding applications have been submitted to Teignbridge DC towards the UK Shared Prosperity fund.
FC.22/70
Planning & Environment Committee:

The minutes of the meetings held on 03.10.22, 17.10.22 and 31.10.22 (*copies previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Light provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key observations issued including street naming proposals.
FC.22/71
Community Awards 2023
Members received and considered a report from Cllr Allen around the proposals for Community Awards to be held in 2023.
Resolved: Following a discussion, members approved the process with the amendment that Full Council will award the Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor and that nominations will be invited from within the community for this role.
FC.22/72
Climate and Ecology Bill
Members received and considered a report from Cllr Fletcher around supporting the Climate and Ecology Bill.
Resolved: Following discussion, members resolved to:
i) Support the Climate & Ecology Bill and publicise information on the Town Council website
ii) Write to Mel Stride MP to let him know that the motion has been passed – urging sign-up and to also support the Bill

iii) Write to Zero Hour (the organisers of the cross-party campaign for the Bill), expressing Council support

FC.22/73
Tidy Teignbridge Local Area Clean Up Fund – 2023/24

Members received guidance for the fund and considered any further action as appropriate. 
Resolved: Following a discussion it was resolved to agree that Cllr Light and Cllr Burton would jointly formulate an application to the Tidy Teignbridge Local Area Clean Up Fund for litter picking/weed removal kit(s) and/or incentive scheme(s) for Heathfield.
The meeting closed at 8:16pm.
