MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 28TH JUNE 2021 AT 7.00PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

[bookmark: _Hlk51614347]Cllr A Allen			Cllr S Light
Cllr J Arnold			Cllr E Kelly	
Cllr U Arnold			Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr R Bradshaw		Cllr O Mills	
Cllr J Cole			Cllr K Morgan-West	
Cllr G Gribble**/*		
	
**County Cllr
*District Cllr
[bookmark: _Hlk56505300]					
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Miss N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk
A committee member of the Neighbourhood Watch
A committee member of the Residents’ Association 
2 members of the public
1 member of the press

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr Brooke.	

FC.21/35 	Apologies for absence
		Cllr D Elphick – Unwell  
		Cllr D Fletcher – Personal commitment
		Cllr S Morgan – Personal commitment
                                                           
FC.21/36	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations
	None.

FC.21/37	Minutes
	i) The minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 05.05.21 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
	
	ii) Members were advised that the residents leaflet detailing the responsibilities of the Town, District and County Councils had been designed and circulated with the recent Quality Update.

FC.21/38	Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
	Members noted the Council Declaration and agreed to embed the Climate Emergency Declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.21/39	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
	
i)	Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) A written report was provided by Rev Hooke which outlined the ongoing work the churches are all doing within the community.  It also highlighted the plans for a United Service in August, the support for the new community Help Hub and its thanks to the Council for it’s ongoing work.

ii)	Police A written report was provided by PCSO Paul Wilson.  In the period 1st to 31st May 2021 there were 23 recorded crimes across the Bovey Tracey area. Figures for the period show that the most recorded crimes are linked to Assaults (11) Harassment offences (4) Vehicle offences (4).  Police responded to approx. 78 other incidents in the same period. In the period 1st June to 22nd June 2021, there had been 13 recorded crimes.  Police have responded to approx. 46 other incidents in the same period.  There has been an increase in anti-social behaviour and two motorists have been issued with section 59 warning notices for anti-social vehicle use in the Bovey Tracey area.

Cllr Kelly enquired about the Town Centre CCTV and asked if the old Town Hall camera was functioning correctly?  The Town Clerk explained that a service is due imminently, so will raise this with the contractor to investigate. 

iii)	County, District and Town Councillors 

DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble advised members that he has been dealing with issues relating to the recent bad weather and traffic concerns.

TDC Cllr Kerswell updated members on the recent Equality & Diversity training she had attended. An update was also provided on the District Council’s Planning Committee in relation to the major development application at Indio.   Cllr Kerswell thanked residents who presented their statements at committee and explained the decision was deferred to enable a further site visit along with a more detailed review of all recent documentation received.  Cllr Kerswell has also been offering support to the Save Bonds Meadow campaign. 

Cllr Allen updated members on the Community Awards; all the runners up have now been visited and award certificates have been issued to those in agreement to accept.

Cllr Allen highlighted concerns on behalf of the residents in Newton Road who have experienced flooding in their back gardens.  The Town Clerk has emailed the Environment Protection Manager at TDC and is awaiting a response. Cllr Gribble had previously contacted the Environment Protection Manager and advised that he will contact him again and come back to Cllr Allen and the residents.

FC.21/40	Questions and Statements by the Public
	
i) A member of the Residents Association asked for the Council to consider formally relaying residents’ concerns to DCC about the section of footpath between Churchfields Drive and Coombe Close. Wheelchair uses are no longer able to use the footpath given the deterioration of the surface and elderly residents are concerned about falling due to the uneven surface.  Cllr Gribble previously met the Public Rights of Way Officer on site but given the worsening state of the path and residents’ concerns, he will again follow-up. 

	ii) A member of the Neighbourhood Watch advised that residents were concerned about vehicles speeding along Le Molay-Littry Way. Residents observed 100 cars during a timed period and advised that 70 of them were driving above the 30-mph speed limit. Residents, whilst acknowledging that DCC are accountable for the road, would like support from the Town Council to escalate the matter.

	iii) A member of public raised ongoing concerns regarding the current major planning application at Indio following the granting of outline permission, following appeal. The member of the public wished to ensure that councillors had the latest ecological and legal position. The MG5 grassland habitat at Indio has the highest ecological status and could qualify the land as a site of Special Scientific Interest. Members were asked to consider updating their observations issued earlier in March, before Teignbridge District Council revisit their decision on 13th July 2021.

The meeting went back into session.

FC.21/41	Business Raised by the Public:

i) The footpath between Coombe Lane/Churchfields Drive 

Resolved:
Cllr Gribble will address with Officers at DCC and on behalf of the Town Council, will relay the concerns of residents.

ii) Speeding concerns

Resolved:
To schedule an item for discussion at the forthcoming Planning & Environment Committee on 12th July 2021 to consider action as appropriate.

iii) Planning Application – North of Indio House (BT2A)

Resolved:
i) To request copies of the recent, updated and any new information from residents
ii) To schedule an item for discussion at the forthcoming Planning & Environment Committee on 12th July 2021 to consider issuing additional/amended observations
iii) To encourage members who were passionate about the land, to submit their own individual observations

FC.21/42	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
	i) The minutes of the meeting held on 01.06.21 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.

	Cllr Kelly updated members on key discussions and resolutions undertaken at the meeting.

FC.21/43	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
	i) The minutes of the meeting held on 14.06.21 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.

	ii) Members appointed a Task & Finish Group consisting of Cllrs Brooke, Kelly, Fletcher, Bradshaw, Mills and the Town Clerk/Assistant Town Clerk to review and recommend prioritisation of the Capital Expenditure Programme and to recommend protocol/process for consideration of future Capital requests.  The Town Clerk will arrange the first meeting during July 2021.

FC.21/44	Planning & Environment Committee:
	i) The minutes of the meetings held on 17.05.21, 01.06.21 and 14.06.21 (*copies previously circulated) were received and adopted.

	ii) Members considered a recommendation to adopt an Environmental Policy (*copy previously circulated)


	Resolved:
	To adopt the Environmental Policy.

FC.21/45	Remote Annual Meeting of 5th May 2021 – Deferred Items:
	Members considered the following deferred items:

	i) Appointment of Personnel Committee (3 x members plus Ex Officio)

Resolved:
To appoint Cllrs Elphick, Kerswell and Mills along with Cllr Fletcher (Ex Officio).

	ii) Appointment of Appeals Committee (3 Committee Chairs plus Town Mayor)

	Resolved:
To appoint the 3 committee chairs; Cllr Kelly, Cllr Bradshaw and Cllr Fletcher plus Cllr Brooke as Town Mayor and Ex Officio).

	iii) Appointment of ‘Friends of Mill Marsh Park’ representative

	Resolved:
Cllr Cole was appointed as the Council’s representative.

	iv) Review of arrangements of the ‘Resumption of in-person Meeting Protocol’

	Resolved:
Members agreed to retain the existing protocols and review them again in September.

FC.21/46	Annual Governance & Accountability Return -  2020/21:
	Members received amendments to the accounting statements (section 2 of the Annual Return) (*copy previously circulated)
	
	Resolved:
	To approve the amendment to Box 4 and Box 6 as highlighted.

FC.21/47	Rural Services Network - Rural Market Town Group (RMTG) - Membership:
	Members reviewed ongoing membership with RMTG for 2021/22 and considered electing a representative. 

Resolved:
To continue membership for 2021/22 and appoint Cllr U Arnold to act as the Council’s representative on RMTG.
	
FC.21/48	Code of Conduct
	Members reviewed the current Code of Conduct (*copy previously circulated)

Resolved:
	To re-adopt the Code of Conduct without amendment.  Members noted that NALC and the LGA are consulting on updating the national model code of conduct for all tiers of Local Government. 

FC.21/49	Strategic Plan
	Members reviewed the current Strategic Plan, which incorporated updates and amendments, including a column to capture planned council projects (*copy previously circulated) 

Resolved:
To adopt the amended version of the Strategic Plan as circulated

FC.21/50	Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan
	Cllr Bradshaw provided a verbal update, advising members that all relevant documents relating to the NDP had been formally submitted to Teignbridge DC at the end of May.

FC.21/51	Climate Emergency Bovey & Heathfield (CEBH)
	Cllr Mills updated members on recent and planned future Climate Emergency Bovey & Heathfield activities, including a series of public events starting in September 2021.


Meeting closed at 8.33pm


