MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON
MONDAY 24th JANUARY 2022 AT 7.00PM

Present:

[bookmark: _Hlk51614347]The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen			Cllr G Gribble**/* 
Cllr J Arnold			Cllr A Kerswell *
Cllr U Arnold			Cllr S Light
Cllr R Bradshaw		Cllr O Mills
Cllr C Burton			Cllr K Morgan-West	

**County Cllr
*District Cllr
[bookmark: _Hlk56505300]					
In attendance (remotely):

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk
Reverend K Hooke
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association
A member of the Residents’ Association 
A member of the local press
A member of the Fairtrade Association

The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher.

FC.22/01	Apologies for absence 
		Cllr J Cole – Personal commitment		
Cllr E Kelly – Work commitment
Cllr S Morgan* - Unwell
                               
FC.22/02	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations
	Cllr G Gribble declared an interest in items FC.22/08 ii & iii as County Councillor. 

FC.22/03	Minutes
	i) The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 15th November 2021 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Deputy Town Mayor.
	ii) There were no matters requiring an update that were not on the agenda.

FC.22/04	Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
	Members noted the Council Declaration and agreed to embed the Climate Emergency Declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

FC.22/05	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
i) Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) There was nothing notable to report at the current time.  Easter activities and events will be reported at the next meeting.
			
ii) Police a written report for the January period had been provided, stating in summary that there were 32 recorded crimes reported for Bovey, including 15 linked to assaults, 2 criminal damage offences, 2 harassment offences, 4 possession of drugs, 3 public order offences, 1 theft offence and 4 vehicle offences.  In the same period, the Police responded to 41 other incidents.  Cllr Kerswell requested that the Town Clerk invites a representative to attend in person at the next meeting.

iii) DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble advised on all meetings attended, which included meetings with County Officers to discuss school parking and school provision within the parish.  Also attended Budget & Scrutiny meetings.  Cllr Gribble referred to his views on the Lidl store planning application from a Highways perspective.

TDC Cllr Kerswell advised on all meetings attended including the Teignbridge Executive meetings which of late had been disruptive.  Also attended the Bovey Help Hub session recently and provided feedback to members on some of the issues raised by parishioners at this meeting, including climate emergency and lack of provision of sheltered housing.

Cllr Allen advised that nominations for the Community Awards will be open from next week and encouraged all to publicise where possible. 

		iv) Town Mayors Interests – nothing to report.
		
v) Other outside bodies – nothing to report.
		
FC.22/06	Questions and Statements by the Public
	i) A member of the Residents Association referred to the Town Council’s response to the Lidl Planning Application and that it was not representative of the majority view of those publicly commenting on the planning portal and that he felt the matter had not been considered properly.  Cllr Bradshaw explained that due process was followed when observations were issued and that the committee were objective in their views.  Cllr Burton advised that the next ‘Business 4 Bovey’ meeting will further discuss the views of the business representatives and issue comments if time allows.

	ii) A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association referred to the Local Plan Consultation Part 3 highlighting concerns about any further future development in the parish and the effect it might have.  Cllr Bradshaw advised that the Planning & Environment Committee has submitted its own observations on behalf of the Council.

iii) A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association referred to item FC.22/08 ii (Option Agreement – Land off Le Molay Littry Way) and referred to clauses that stipulated fencing would be required and also questioned the original covenant.  The Town Clerk advised that fencing would only be installed as and when DCC are ready to serve the option and apply for formal planning permission.  The Town Clerk also referred to the original covenant for community use and advised that DCC Solicitors would investigate this further as part of the transaction.

iv) A member of the local Fairtrade group circulated an information sheet to all Councillors in addition to a Fairtrade chocolate bar kindly donated by the Co-op and advised members of the forthcoming events and actions which are being progressed in order to retain and strengthen the Town’s Fairtrade status.  Cllr Brooke thanked all members involved in the Fairtrade group for their hard work and commitment.
	
FC.22/07	Business Raised by the Public:
There were no matters raised that required further consideration.

FC.22/08	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13.12.21 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. Cllr Morgan-West provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed. 

	ii) Members received a recommendation to approve the DRAFT Option Agreement for Land off Le-Molay Littry Way (BT4 Allocation) and considered authorising the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Town Mayor to sign the document (*copy previously circulated).  The Town Clerk provided a verbal update at the meeting.

	Resolved: 
	Following discussion, it was approved that the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Town Mayor sign the Option Agreement.

iii) Members received a recommendation to approve the DRAFT Transfer Agreement for Land off Le-Molay Littry Way (BT4 Allocation) as a supporting document to the Option Agreement and considered authorising the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Town Mayor to sign the document (*copy previously circulated)

	Resolved: 
	Following discussion, it was approved that the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Town Mayor sign the Transfer Agreement.
 
iv) Members received a recommendation to approve the DRAFT Deed of Surrender with Bovey Tracey Football Club and considered authorising the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Town Mayor to sign the document (*copy previously circulated). 

[bookmark: _Hlk94040389]	Resolved: 
	Following discussion, it was approved that the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Town Mayor sign the Deed of Surrender.

FC.22/09	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
	i) The minutes of the meeting held on 10.01.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. Cllr Fletcher provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed.  The Town Clerk provided a summary of the budget options proposed.

ii) Members received a copy of the draft budget options and considered a recommendation to adopt Option A for 2022/23 (*copy previously circulated).
	
	Resolved: 
	Following discussion, it was agreed to adopt budget Option A for 2022/23 as recommended by Committee.

iii) Members received a recommendation to set the precept at £262,938 for 2022/23 (*copy previously circulated).

	Resolved: 
	To approve the committee’s recommendation to set the precept at £262,938 for 2022/23, equating to an increase of 6p per week per Band D household.
	
FC.22/10	Planning & Environment Committee:
	The minutes of the meetings held on 29.11.21, 13.12.21 (*copies previously circulated) and 10.01.22 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Bradshaw provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key issues and observations issued.



FC.22/11	Councillor Co-Option (Heathfield Ward)
	Members considered Committee membership for the recently co-opted Councillor C Burton.

Resolved: 	
	Following discussion, it was agreed to elect Cllr Burton on to the Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee and Recreation, Parks & Property Committee.

FC.22/12	Annual Town Meeting – 2022
	Members considered a draft agenda for the Annual Town Meeting scheduled for 30th March 2022 (*copy previously circulated)

Resolved:
	Following discussion, it was agreed to proceed with a physical meeting (at the current time) as per the draft agenda circulated.	

FC.22/13	Covid 19 – Room Use and In Person Meeting Protocol
Members reviewed the current meeting protocol and considered updating the current Risk Assessment.

[bookmark: _Hlk94041040]Resolved:
	Following discussion, it was agreed to revert back to physical meetings and for the Town Clerk to update the Risk Assessment as appropriate.		

FC.22/14	Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:
	Cllr Bradshaw updated members of progress since the previous meeting, focussing on the outcome of the independent examination and the forthcoming referendum, advising all to please vote on the 3rd February 2022. 

FC.22/15	Climate Emergency:
	Cllr Mills provided an update on the projects, activities and events being progressed by the Climate Emergency Bovey & Heathfield group.  Current items being considered include: regular Cottage Magazine articles, free advice for creating wildlife gardens, Community Fridge initiative, repair café, tree and seed giveaway and a new monthly meeting schedule of themed presentations to be held at the Riverside Community Centre.

Cllr Mills further advised that the pathway lighting proposal for Accommodation Lane is unlikely to progress as it is considered that it would be difficult and costly to achieve and the cost is not relative to the benefit it would provide.





Meeting closed at 8:24pm


