REMOTE MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 25th JANUARY 2021 AT 7.00PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher

Cllr A Allen


Cllr G Gribble**/*
Cllr J Arnold


Cllr E Kelly 

Cllr U Arnold


Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr S Light




Cllr J Cole


Cllr O Mills 
Cllr D Elphick


Cllr K Morgan-West
**County Cllr

*District Cllr
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Miss N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk
Cllr S Morgan*

Three members of the public

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.
FC.21/01. 
Apologies for absence:



PCSO Paul Wilson
FC.21/02.
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:

None
FC.21/03.

Minutes:
i) The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th November 2020 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
ii) Cllr Gribble has raised the issue of the Churchfields Drive path to the Public Rights of Way team and is awaiting a response.
FC.21/04.
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.
FC.21/05.
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
i) Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) In the absence of Rev Hooke, Cllr Brooke highlighted key items from the Chaplain’s report which outlined the ongoing difficulties and challenges for churches currently, explaining they had found different ways of delivering services and support including the online Christmas Carol Service which took place on 13th December 2020 and attracted a greater attendance than the usual face to face service with 513 views. 
The churches continue to actively support residents during this third lockdown working with the Bovey Parish Coronavirus Action Group and by providing online and socially distanced worship.
Cllr Brooke thanked the churches for all that they are doing and remarked on the professional Christmas Carol Service.
Cllr Ulli Arnold left the meeting.
ii) Police – a written report for the December period had been provided, stating in summary that there were 21 crimes reported for Bovey including 4 linked to assaults, 3 theft offences, 3 driving offences and 3 arson related offences. There was 1 penalty notice issued for breeching COVID-19 legislation.  In the same period police responded to 65 other incidents.

Cllr Brooke will invite PCSO Paul Wilson and PC Lynch to attend another zoom surgery to be facilitated by the Town Council as they continue to look for ways to connect with residents in Bovey Tracey.
iii) County, District and Town Councillors:
DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble advised on various items he has been dealing with including potholes, parking, grit storage and County Council budget setting.  In addition, Cllr Gribble provided an update from the meeting with Highways about the speed limit reduction proposal for Monks Way. 
TDC Cllr Kerswell advised that she had attended all scheduled District Council meetings and a training course regarding the new Councillor Community Fund Grant Application process. In addition, Cllr Kerswell wanted to advise members of the excellent work the Rotary Club and the staff at Sherbourne House Newton Abbot are doing, relating to the new vaccination centre.
Cllr Kerswell thanked a Chudleigh Knighton resident who has voluntarily removed some graffiti within the parish.  The Town Clerk confirmed that where graffiti has been identified it is reported to the asset owner to safely arrange removal.
TDC Cllr Morgan commended the work of the parish sweeper and in addition raised concerns about the increase in fly tipping and the problems with the local recycling centres being overwhelmed. Cllr Morgan advised that she had allocated all her community fund this year to enable Bovey Tracey Primary School to create an enclosed space for outside hand washing.
Cllr Morgan provided an update about Bonds Meadow advising that she is about to commence fund raising whilst awaiting a response from the National Trust about a potential extension of time.
Cllr D Elphick advised that for those with disabilities Sherbourne House have several wheelchairs available to make accessing the vaccination centre easier.
iv) Town Mayor’s Interests: 
Cllr Brooke updated members on:

Temporary Traffic Order – Abbey Road - the pilot closure during school pupil arrival/departure times was in place from 23rd November to 18th December 2020. The road closure has been suspended during lockdown given the significantly reduced number of pupils attending school.


Covid19 Helpline – the service for parishoners has been re-started and whilst call volumes are lower than the previous lockdown period, the process is there to help vulnerable residents. Cllr Brooke thanked the small group of volunteers who have supported the helpline since March delivering services as required.
The Christmas Appeal – supported 49 children and their families in the parish (over 100 residents in total) by providing food boxes, Christmas treats and presents for the children. Cllr Brooke thanked the community, Rachel Harrison-French (Dartmoor Community Kitchen Hub) and all those involved.

v) Other outside bodies:
None
Cllr Morgan-West left the meeting.

FC.21/06.
Questions and Statements by the Public:

None
The meeting returned to session.
FC.21/07.
Business Raised by the Public: 


There were no matters raised.
Committee Meeting Reports

FC.21/08.
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
The minutes of the meeting held on 14.12.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.
Cllr Allen updated members on the work of the Recreation, Parks and Property Committee, highlighting discussions regarding the Football Pavilion and a remote meeting with the DCC Ecologist providing advice about how best to manage the verges in Bovey Tracey.
FC.21/09.
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:


i) The minutes of the meeting held on 11.01.21 (*draft copy previously circulated) were 


received and adopted.


Cllr Fletcher advised that two local community grants had been provided; firstly, to 


Bovey Tracey Primary PTA to contribute towards sports equipment and secondly to the 


Bovey Busy Bees Preschool to enable them to purchase some indoor play equipment.



Cllr Morgan-West re-joined the meeting.



ii) Members received a copy of the draft budget (Option A) for 2021/22.  The Town Clerk 


outlined the budget review process and highlighted the committee 
recommendations as 


discussed and minuted during the previous Finances, Resources & General Purposes 


meeting of 11th January 2021 (*copy previously circulated).


iii) Members received a recommendation to set the precept at £246,552.00 for 2021/22.


Resolved


To adopt budget Option A as recommended by Committee for 2021/22.  It was further 


resolved to approve the Committee recommendation of setting the precept at 



£246,552.00 for 2021/22. 




FC.21/10.
Planning & Environment Committee:


The minutes of the meetings held on 30.11.20, 14.12.20 and 11.01.21 (*copies 



previously circulated) were received and were adopted.  Cllr Kelly provided a brief verbal 

summary highlighting key issues and decisions made.
FC.21/11.
Bovey Tracey Community Centre:


i) Members considered approving the contract payments/variations as appropriate (*copy previously circulated).  The Town Clerk advised that since the last Full Council meeting, there had been one subsequent contract payment and no further variations due to the build completing in August 2020.  A contingency sum, equivalent to 2.5% of the build costs has been retained to cover any outstanding defects.

Resolved:


To approve the latest contract payment as per the Cost Report.  
FC.21/12.
Community Awards
Members considered a report in relation to the Community Awards arrangements for 2021 (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved


Following discussion, members agreed the recommendations as laid out within the report.

Cllr Brooke thanked Cllr Allen for his involvement.
FC.21/13.
Annual Town Meeting 31st March 2021
Members considered a draft agenda for the Annual Town Meeting scheduled for 31st March 2021 (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved

Following discussion, it was agreed to proceed with a virtual Annual Town Meeting as per the draft agenda.  
Cllr Brooke thanked Cllr J Arnold for agreeing to assist with preparing a video presentation.

Working Group Updates:
FC.21/14.
Emergency Planning

Cllr Brooke provided a verbal update and confirmed that a meeting had been held earlier this month to discuss the approach which included Cllr Kelly, the Town Clerk and two residents. The approach would utilise where possible existing work completed by relevant authorities and a draft plan would be brought back to a future Council meeting.
FC.21/15.
Bovey Parish Covid-19 Action Group:


Cllr Brooke presented a verbal update and advised that the group had reconvened given the latest government lockdown.  The helpline was again available to those shielding or deemed high risk but to date it had been relatively quiet (5 calls in 2 weeks). Cllr Brooke commented that Torbay had seen a significant number of calls (750 in 2 weeks).

Cllr Brooke advised that the Dartmoor Community Kitchen Hub had obtained a grant to provide hot meals for a 3-week period for older residents.  Cllr Kelly offered support to families over the February half term if Government support is not provided and will make contact direct with Dartmoor Community Hub Kitchen.

FC.21/16.
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


Cllr Bradshaw provided an update and advised that the document is now close to completion.  He highlighted the timescales and advised that a further initial review process by TDC will be undertaken shortly and that the document should be available for final submission to the Local Planning Authority within the coming weeks for statutory consultation/examiner appointment.

Cllr Bradshaw confirmed that the NDP process should be complete no later than October/November 2021.

Cllr Kelly and Cllr Brooke thanked all those involved with the preparation of the Plan and thanked Cllr Bradshaw for his leadership.
 .
FC.21/17.
Climate Emergency Bovey and Heathfield (CEBH) Group:


Cllr Mills advised that work has continued around Plastic Free Bovey.  In addition, Gardening advice has been provided by a group member.  Regular communications are still being released via the group.  Cllr Mills thanked the volunteers leading on specific workstreams.

Cllr Mills provided an update on two initial projects from the CEBH working group – i) Accommodation Lane ‘way lighting’ and ii) tree planting (500 trees) towards Haytor.

Cllr Brooke reminded all councillors to endeavour to attend future CEBH meetings to fully understand the work of the group. The next meeting is Tuesday 9th February 2021.

Meeting closed at 8.21pm
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