REMOTE MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 22nd MARCH 2021 AT 7.00PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher

[bookmark: _Hlk51614347]Cllr A Allen			Cllr G Gribble**/*
Cllr J Arnold			Cllr E Kelly 
Cllr U Arnold			Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr R Bradshaw		Cllr S Light			
Cllr J Cole			Cllr O Mills 
Cllr D Elphick			Cllr K Morgan-West
[bookmark: _Hlk56505300]						
**County Cllr
*District Cllr

In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Miss N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk
A committee member of the Neighbourhood Watch
A committee member of the Residents’ Association 

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.
					
FC.21/18 	Apologies for absence:

		None.
		
FC.21/19	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:

i) Cllr Gribble declared an interest (Appendix B) in item FC.21/28 regarding policies in Section 7 in the Neighbourhood Development Plan and will abstain from discussion and voting.
	ii) Cllr Cole declared an interest (Appendix B) in item FC.21/28 regarding policies in Section 7 of the Neighbourhood Development Plan. Cllr Cole submitted a ‘request for dispensation’ for this meeting to discuss and vote on item FC. 21/28 in accordance with the reasons provided.
	
Resolved:
Members agreed to grant the dispensation for the duration of the meeting for Cllr Cole to discuss and vote on item FC.21/28, however, to refrain from taking part in any discussions in relation to Policies C2 & C3 to which the interest relates.

FC.21/20		Minutes

i) The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 25th January 2021 (copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
ii) No further updates on matters arising were provided.

FC.21/21	Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.  The Council’s ‘Climate Emergency Bovey & Heathfield’ Working Group leads and coordinates these activities.

		The meeting will go out of session.

FC.21/22	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:

i) Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) In the absence of Rev Hooke, Cllr Brooke highlighted key items from the Chaplain’s report; the PPT remain open offering socially distanced worship services; the Methodist and Baptist Churches continue to offer services virtually. The Churches maintain their life and work in the town. For example, they are working with the school to provide ‘Easter boxes’, to provide a teaching resource and some treats; the Methodist toddlers’ leader intends to restart a parents’ and babies’ support group as soon as possible; The churches continue to support families and the town’s response to and recovery from Covid-19.  There will be no procession of witness on Good Friday but following the success of the online services for Remembrance and Christmas, there will be a virtual Easter Sunday Service on the ‘Churches Together in Bovey Valley’ YouTube channel.

	ii)	Police – a written report provided in advance of the Annual Town Meeting for the period 			1st April 2020 to 10th March 2021 was circulated, stating in summary that there were 237 			crimes 	reported for Bovey including 120 linked to assaults, 27 theft offences and 27 for 			criminal damage. Reassuringly, the total is down 9.9% on the previous 12 months.

Cllr Brooke will invite PCSO Paul Wilson and PC Lynch to attend another zoom surgery during May 2021 to be facilitated by the Town Council as they continue to look for ways to connect with residents in Bovey Tracey.

	iii)	County, District and Town Councillors:

DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble advised on various items he has been dealing with including highways, drainage and supporting the Heathfield Youth group. 

TDC Cllr Kerswell advised that she had attended all scheduled District Council meetings and session regarding the Devon Home Choice allocation/prioritisation for social and affordable housing.

	iv)	Town Mayor’s Interests: 

Cllr Brooke updated members on:

Temporary Traffic Order – Abbey Road - the pilot closure during school pupil arrival/departure times will be in place until Thursday 1st April 2021. Discussions are ongoing with the primary school in relation to the continuation of the closure.

Wildflower Verges – progress is being made; Le Molay-Littry Way border and the verge next to the Fire Station will have the turf removed and will be prepared for planting. The verge at the junction of Bradley Road/Le Molay-Littry Way has been planted out already. Other areas have been assessed by the Devon Wildlife Trust for future planting opportunities and the group are working with Teignbridge District Council to encourage planting along a proposed verge section in Battle Road, Heathfield.

Stover Regeneration Project – The Town Mayor and Cllr Gribble are representing Bovey Tracey on the huge project to protect and regenerate Stover park. The project will be match funded by the National lottery and has taken input from visitors on how to improve the park.  Cllr Brooke will circulate an update.

v)	Other outside bodies:

Cllr Gribble confirmed that the Exhibition Foundation Trust will start meeting again from September 2021 to support local students.

FC.21/23	Questions and Statements by the Public

	A committee member of the Residents Association thanked the Town Council and Peter and Catherine Burgess (and children) for planting tree saplings and meeting residents in Rendell’s Meadows.

	A committee member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association thanked Cllr Gribble for his efforts lobbying Devon County Council regarding the surface condition of the lane connecting Coombe Close and Churchfields Drive.  The matter is ongoing.

Cllr Brooke confirmed that the Town Council will be designing a leaflet to help provide the correct signposting to the Town, District and County Council areas of service responsibility.

		The meeting went back into session.

FC.21/24	Business Raised by the Public:
		i) The Town Clerk confirmed that the gate at Rendell’s Meadow requested by residents 			at a previous meeting will be installed in the next two-three weeks.
		ii) The virtual Town Meeting is scheduled for 7.00pm on Wednesday 31st March 2021, all 		members of the public are welcome to join. The agenda and meeting link can be found 			via www.boveytracey.gov.uk 

Committee Meeting Reports

FC.21/25	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
[bookmark: _Hlk67397458]The minutes of the meeting held on 22.02.21 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.

Cllr Allen updated members on the work of the Recreation, Parks and Property Committee, highlighting discussions regarding the booking of Bullands Field, the regularity of the verge cuts, tree planting at Rendells Meadow, the launch of the Friends of Mill Marsh Park Community group and supporting Heathfield Youth Group with an application to extend the current planning category of use for the Youth Cabins.

FC.21/26	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
[bookmark: _Hlk67396777][bookmark: _Hlk67396824]i) The minutes of the meeting held on 08.03.21 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.

[bookmark: _Hlk67396872]ii) Reserves Policy (*draft copy previously circulated) (FR&GP.21/15) was received and the recommendation for adoption was considered.

Resolved:
To adopt the policy.

iii) Capital Expenditure Programme (*draft copy previously circulated) (FR&GP.21/16) was received and the recommendation for adoption along with forming a ‘task and finish’ group was considered. 

Resolved:
To adopt the Capital Expenditure Programme.  To defer forming the task and finish group until after the Annual Council Meeting when Committee Chairs/Vice Chairs have been selected.

FC.21/27	Planning & Environment Committee:

		The minutes of the meetings held on 08.02.21, 22.02.21 and 08.03.21 (*copies 				previously circulated) were received and were adopted.

		Cllr Kelly provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key issues and decisions made. 			In particular, the biodiversity related discussions highlighting the potential adverse 			impact relating to the Indio development and potential loss of MG5 grasslands and the 			Riverside Surgery car park extension.

		Items for Consideration
	
FC.21/28	Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	i) Members received and considered the adoption of the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan (*draft copy previously circulated) prior to confirming formal submission to the Local Planning Authority. 
	
	Cllr Bradshaw confirmed that the draft NDP was now complete and ready for submission to Teignbridge DC. He advised members that a significant amount of informal and formal examination had occurred, and all feedback received and had been reviewed and the document has been updated accordingly.

Cllr Bradshaw paid tribute to the community members and councillors who had worked in a truly collaborative manner on behalf of the parish to capture a plan for an agreed timescale that would meet residents ongoing requirements.

The discussion would provide the last opportunity for council members to make any changes before the NDP was submitted as part of the statutory NDP roadmap process. In parallel to the Teignbridge DC review, an external examiner will review the document in full. This process will take approximately 6-weeks and once complete it will be presented for referendum to the Bovey Tracey Parish.

Cllr Kelly asked members to consider strengthening the educational priority in policy C3 to ensure the replacement school received the highest level of priority in the plan in accordance with the Council’s previous statement issued for the land.

	Cllr Fletcher asked if an additional bullet point could be added to C1 ensuring that any additional healthcare provision does not adversely affect the biodiversity of the Town.

	Cllr Bradshaw advised that he had received a request from the external consultant supporting the NDP who had suggested a change to the LE4 statement ensuring that affordable housing provision is prioritised for those connected to the Parish.

	Resolved:
i) Policy C3 to be amended to read ‘This Neighbourhood Plan supports, as a matter of the highest priority, the re-provision….’
ii) Policy C1 to be amended to include ‘not resulting in a net reduction of biodiversity’.
iii) Policy H1 will be reviewed and amended with the external consultant (if appropriate) to reflect the desire to prioritise affordable housing for those connected to the Parish.
iv) To adopt the NDP incorporating the above amendments and formally submit to the Local Planning Authority.

FC.21/29	Notice of Public Rights and Publication of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
	Members considered confirmation of the publication period of electors’ rights for 2020. (*draft copy previously circulated).

	Resolved:
	Members confirmed the period as follows:
	- Date of announcement: Thursday 11th June 2020
	- Inspections to take place from: Monday 15th June 2020 – Friday 24th July 2020.

FC.21/30	Annual Council Meeting
	Members considered bringing forward the Annual Council Meeting date (currently Monday 10th May 2021) due to the remote meetings legislation.

	Resolved:
To bring forward the Annual Council Meeting to Wednesday 5th May 2021 in order to hold the meeting virtually.

FC.21/31	Resumption of In-Person Meetings Protocol
	Members received the resumption of In-Person Meetings Report (*copy previously circulated) following the cessation of Coronavirus Regulations 2020 from 6th May 2021 and considered approving and adopting protocol for meetings held thereafter. 

Resolved:
To defer the consideration of meetings protocol until the Annual Meeting on 5th May 2021.

	Working Group Updates

FC.21/32	Bovey Parish Emergency Plan
	Members received and noted meeting minutes held on 14.01.21, 11.02.21 and 04.03.21 	
	(*copies previously circulated).

Cllr Brooke advised members that the group had made significant progress largely due to the invaluable contributions from local residents who were experts in their fields. The group will provide the council with a draft plan once complete.

FC.21/33	Bovey Parish Coronavirus Action Group:
	Cllr Brooke advised that due to the exceptionally low call volumes being received, vulnerable residents had in place appropriate support systems and therefore there was no longer a need to report on the Action Group which will cease operating.

The service for parishioners has now be transferred to the Community Kitchen Food Bank as call volumes are extremely low. The hardship fund remains available for those in food need and referrals can be made to the Town Council.

FC.21/34	Climate Emergency Bovey & Heathfield (CEBH):
	Cllr Mills advised members that he will defer the CEBH update to the Annual Town Meeting on 31st March 2021.


Meeting closed 8.19pm


