MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2026 AT 7.00PM

Present:
The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke	Cllr H Mills-Brown
[bookmark: _Hlk51614347]Cllr A Allen				Cllr S Oldrieve		
Cllr U Arnold				Cllr L Robillard Webb
Cllr C Day				Cllr S Simmons
Cllr E Kelly				Cllr C West	
Cllr G Kennedy				
[bookmark: _Hlk56505300]											
In attendance:
4 members of the public
Town Clerk
Cllr S Morgan (County & District Councillor)
Cllr M Smith (District Councillor)
Deputy Town Clerk
Finance Officer
Two Devon County Council Engineers 
The Town Council’s Communications Advisor
Two members of Bovey Tracey Swimming Pool Trust

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Brooke.

FC.26/56	Apologies for absence:
		Cllr C Burton – Personal commitment.
Cllr M Evans – Personal commitment.
Cllr D Fletcher	 - Work commitment.
   
FC.26/57	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:
	There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation received.

FC.26/58		Minutes
		i) The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 14.09.26 (*copy previously circulated) 			were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.

		ii) The Town Clerk provided the following updates:

RP&P.26/34 - The insurance cover for the Road Warden Scheme is closer to being finalised, following the Town Council’s recent procurement of a new 3-year insurance cover deal.
RP&P.26/47 - Prince Rupert Way Play Park has still not been transferred to the Town Council as yet.  The Town Clerk is following this up with the Council’s Solicitor.
RP&P.26/50 - The gym at the Recreation Ground is progressing with the roof structure now in place, following the installation of a large steel beam. However, there is still no confirmed opening date at the current time.

		iii) The Town Mayor provided the following notices:
		Councillors are invited to attend the Farmers Market on Saturday 21st November to 			further promote being a Councillor and attracting people to stand in the next election in 			May 2027. 

FC.26/59	Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the Climate Emergency Declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

Cllr Simmons informed members of the Climate Emergency National Briefings that have taken place at the Riverside Community Centre this month.  Cllr Simmons noted that they were well attended and raised lots of discussion and ideas for next steps. Cllr Simmons thanked Town Council staff for the setting up of the space and support with I.T. during the events.  Members were advised that there are plans to hold a further screening in Heathfield in January. 

		The meeting went out of session.

FC.26/60	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:

		i) Police
Police report data and comparisons from the last 15 months were circulated/made available, in the absence of a police representative. The Town Clerk thanked members who attended the arranged informal meeting with PCSO Wilson to share their concerns. Cllr Simmons noted that there is still a trend of violence against women.  

Cllr Brooke noted incidences of anti-social behaviour in the town and the Town Clerk explained the importance of reporting any issues with anti-social behaviour to the police so that resources can be secured to tackle any trend of behaviour.

ii) County, District and Town Councillors
County/District Councillor:

Cllr Morgan advised members of the following updates/issues:

Provided assurances that the land transfer from Teignbridge (Prince Rupert Way Play Park) to Bovey Tracey Town Council is still going ahead.  Cllr Robillard Webb requested that the project is prioritised in response to all the staffing delays and the subsequent impact on the transfer.

Cllr Morgan and Cllr Robillard Webb are looking at a revised constitution for the Community Centre at Heathfield.

Woks on the A382 (Forches Cross) are progressing despite challenges faced by the utility companies working on site.  Their work has been more complicated than anticipated. 

Enhanced road repair work in the parish continues, with the next area being focused on the road outside Parke, sections of Pottery Road and Fore Street. 

Actions are being progressed with the relevant authorities to mitigate the flooding issues at Little Bovey.  The installation of a Flood Depth Gauge is being progressed by Cllr Mills Brown.

District Councillor(s):

Cllr Smith referred to his circulated report and advised of the following updates/issues:

Teignbridge is currently looking at the Council’s financial viability, following the pause to Local Government Reorganisation. 

Town Councillors:

Cllr Robillard Webb invited and encouraged councillors to attend a coffee morning at Heathfield Community Centre on a Tuesday morning (10.00am – 11.30am).

Cllr Allen enquired about the installation of CCTV in the town. Cllr Brooke advised that planning permission and listed building status etc would delay the installation.  Cllr Brooke also advised that it wasn’t financially viable to extend coverage to Mill Marsh Park.  However, it was noted that the use of solar panel CCTV was a possible consideration for the future. 

		iii) Town Mayors Interests
· An invitation was extended to all members to attend the upcoming celebration event for the town’s success in Southwest in Bloom.
· Members were updated on the progress of the Christmas Light installation.  Members were informed that five commando sockets are to be installed within the next week to extend the coverage of the Christmas light display in the town.  
· Members were thanked for their contribution to flood damage prevention by attending leaf collecting at Mill Marsh Park at the weekend. 

iv) Other outside bodies
- 	No reports received.

FC.26/61	Replacement Cantilever Walkway Proposals:
Members received a brief presentation from Devon County Council in relation to the proposed cantilever walkway and considered whether any matters arising should be referred for future consideration.

The programme of works is proposed to take approximately 38 weeks.  A majority of the work will be completed from the field adjacent to the river. As the works need to adhere to Environmental Agency stipulations, the contractors will only be able to enter the water for certain months in the year.  

Devon County Council (DCC) Engineers noted the following:

· DCC are aware of demands to the area during the Craft Festival with increased footfall and traffic.
· DCC have building consent and flood risk permit(s) for the works.  
· Road closures and traffic management will occur during some of the construction activities.
· DCC propose to reduce the pavement levels during the works, removing the step down in the carriageway to be more compatible with future road safety projects.
· Public access will be via a field and garden. 
· Road closures are proposed to occur in two parts to allow continuous access to Coop car park.
· With the proposed pedestrian access along the carriageway next to Coop, it was advised that this would require use of a ‘give and go’ traffic management system along with a potential ‘no right turn’ when exiting the Coop carpark.
· Dams and flumes will be created as part of the project to manage the river flow during the construction.  It was noted, that if flooding was to occur, the water would be left to break the dams.
· The Engineer noted that some noise disruption will be inevitable during the construction works.

The following feedback was provided by Councillors and/or the public:

· The impact of construction noise on MAKE Southwest
· The potential negative impact on business’ footfall
· The safety of residents using the Co-op store
· The lack of lighting along the temporary path through the field
· The implication of damming the leat
· Other options for pedestrian access to Co-op that doesn’t affect traffic flow
· The impact on bus routes

Cllr Brooke thanked Devon County Council for attending the meeting and invited the engineers to return and share plans once they have been confirmed. 

		Two Devon County Council Engineers left the meeting at 7.38pm.

FC.26/62	Questions and Statements by the Public:

A member of the public noted the prevalence of vandalism in the town.  Residents reported that youngsters have been banging on their windows/doors at night.  

Members of Bovey Tracey Swimming Pool Trust presented their response to questions raised by committee members and offered to answer any additional questions regarding the swimming pool’s application for a CiL grant. The Trust members explained that new solar panelling will be more cost effective and efficient than trying to upgrade their existing solar panels. It was further confirmed that the existing solar panels at the swimming pool are compatible, in order to be transferred to another building/community asset within the parish. 
		
		Two members of Bovey Tracey Swimming Pool Trust left the meeting at 7.51pm.

The meeting went back into session.

FC.26/63	Business Raised by the Public:
The Town Clerk encouraged residents to log any incidents of antisocial behaviour with the Police.  The Town Clerk will also report this verbally to the local PCSO.

FC.26/64	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
		i) The minutes of the meeting held on 12.10.26 (*draft copy previously circulated) were 			received and were adopted. Cllr Kelly highlighted key items that were considered.

ii) Members received a recommendation to adopt the DRAFT Asset Transfer Policy (*copy previously circulated).  

Resolved: To adopt the Asset Transfer Policy as circulated with the following amendment: Section 2.3 – amendment to highlight that the business case development will be a joint officer and councillor led process.

FC.26/65	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
		i) The minutes of the meeting held on 26.10.26 (*draft copy previously circulated) were 			received and were adopted. Cllr Kennedy highlighted key items that were considered.

ii) Members considered a deferred item (FR&GP.26/87 – CiL Grant Application for £25,000 – Bovey Tracey Swimming Pool Trust), subject only to further information being made available prior to the meeting (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved: Following a lengthy discussion, two proposals were presented: i) to approve the application and grant award of £25,000, noting that the Trust should find a local community organisation within the parish for the redundant solar pv equipment and ii) to approve the application and grant award of £25,000 on the proviso that the Trust are conditioned to find a local community organisation within the parish to reuse the redundant solar pv equipment.

Proposal i was supported and subsequently resolved.

FC.26/66	Planning & Environment Committee:
The minutes of the meetings held on 28.09.26 and 12.10.26 (*copies previously circulated) and 26.10.26 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.

		Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 8.14pm

FC.26/67	Internal Audit – Interim Audit Observations and Actions:
Members considered the following observations arising from the interim audit undertaken 	on 19th October 2026 and considered the required actions:
		a) Financial Regulations (*copy previously circulated).
		b) Scheme of Delegation (*copy previously circulated).
		c) Insurance Statement of Fact (*copy previously circulated).
	Resolved: 
a) Financial Regulations were reviewed and adopted without amendment.
b) Scheme of Delegation was reviewed and adopted without amendment.
c) The Insurance Statement of Fact was approved without amendment.

Cllr Kelly returned to the meeting at 8.19pm.

FC.26/68	Full Council – Change of Date:
	Members considered agreeing a change of date of Full Council from 18th January 2027 to 11th January 2027, due to the potential lack of availability of the Council Chair/Deputy Chair.

	Resolved: To approve the change of date.


	
Meeting closed at 8.24pm.



