PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 8TH DECEMBER 2025 AT 6:00PM

Present:	
Cllr U Arnold	 	Cllr G Kennedy	
Cllr S Brooke		Cllr S Simmons
Cllr M Evans			
										 		
In attendance:
Mr M Wells - Town Clerk
Two members of the public
Communications Advisor


PL.25/135	Apologies for absence:
		Cllr C Day – Unwell.
		Cllr E Kelly – Personal commitment.
		
PL.25/136	Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations:
There were no interests declared or requests for dispensations received.

		Public Participation:
A member of the public, as applicant, spoke in relation to item PL.25/139 (application 25/01574/FUL) advising members that they have been custodians of the Edgemoor Manor since 2008 which operated as a hotel for weddings etc until Covid.  The 17-bed hotel was then marketed for 2 years with no interest.  A decision was made to convert to a rental property and District Council Housing Officers have visited and awarded an HMO Licence in January 2025.  The applicants were then advised to apply for a change of use.  The usage of the site as an HMO would provide less disturbance, traffic parking etc than the hotel use. 

A member of the public spoke in relation to item PL.25/129 (application 25/01574/FUL) advising members that they currently reside on site and it’s a fantastic place to live.  Residents help out with gardening etc to keep the site well maintained.

PL.25/137	Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2025 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and were approved. 
ii) The Town Clerk advised that TDC’s Planning Enforcement team are investigating the trade waste bins (Item PL.25/134).  Cllr Evans has reported the defective traffic signs and eroded give-way markings at Town Hall Place (Item: PL.25/134).  Cllr Simmons advised members that the charging point apparatus has now been returned to Station Road Car Park (Item: PL.25/134).

PL.25/138	Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergencies:
Members noted the Council Declaration and the need to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change. 

PL.25/139	Consideration of Planning Applications:
		
		DNPA Applications listed w/c 10.11.25:
		None.

		TDC Applications listed w/e 14.11.25:
		None.

DNPA Applications listed w/c 17.11.25:
		None.

		TDC Applications listed w/e 21.11.25:
		None.
		
Cllr Simmons proposed changing the order of business on the agenda to consider application 25/01574/FUL prior to the other applications, which was agreed. 

		TDC Applications listed w/e 28.11.25:
	c)	25/01574/FUL Change of use from Hotel (Use Class C1) to HMO (Use Class Sui Generis); Edgemoor Manor, Lowerdown, Bovey Tracey (Observations due: 31.12.25).

	A proposal of no objection, subject to a recommendation to prepare and submit a Management Plan, did not proceed due to the lack of a seconder.

	Observations: No objection 

	Two members of the public left the meeting at 6.29pm.

a)	25/01815/VAR Variation of condition 2 on planning permissions 24/01259/FUL (Demolition 	of the existing house, three replacement dwellings and associated landscaping) showing 	footprint adjustments and updated external materials); Outlook, Ashburton Road, Bovey 	Tracey.

	Observations: No objection.

b) 25/01927/HOU Detached single garage; 3 High Close, Bovey Tracey. 

A proposal of objection due to the loss of 2 significant trees did not proceed due to the lack of a seconder.

	Observations: No objection.

PL.25/140	Applications Delegated to the Town Clerk (to note): 
[bookmark: _Hlk89204489]		None.

PL.25/141	Planning Decisions: 
		Members noted the following planning decisions:

a) [bookmark: _Hlk214275219]Approvals: 
TDC: 
[bookmark: _Hlk213420419]i) 25/00920/COND1 Discharge of Condition 6 (Surface Water drainage management 	scheme) in relation to original application 25/00920/FUL – Erection of a freestanding open-	sided canopy replacing existing temporary structures; Decco Ltd, Unit A, Heltor Business 	Park, Old Newton Road, Heathfield (Observations: Not consulted).

		ii) 25/01461/HOU Single storey side extension; 12 Ferguson Avenue, Bovey Tracey 			(Observations: No objection on the proviso that if approved, the previous application in 			June 2025 for a sun lounge is looked at together with this application, to mitigate flood risk 			if both schemes are proceeding). 

		iii) 25/01608/TPO Reduce overhanging limbs by approximately 8 – 10 ft; 3 St Thomas 			Close, Bovey Tracey (Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer).

iv) 25/01570/HOU Replacement building; Mimosa Cottage, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection).

		DNPA:
		None.

b)   Refusals: 
      	TDC:
	None.

DNPA:
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk211332386]PL.25/142	General Planning related matters brought forward by Councillors: (For information only) 
Cllr Arnold reported flooding issues as a consequence of drains being blocked in Station Road.  The Town Clerk has reported this issue.

The Town Clerk advised members of a recent report in relation to the felling of trees adjacent to Mill Marsh Park, which has been reported to the Local Planning Authority.
		



Meeting closed at 6.46pm.


