PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 5TH JANUARY 2026 AT 6:00PM

Present:	
Cllr U Arnold	 	Cllr E Kelly	
Cllr C Day		Cllr G Kennedy
Cllr M Evans		Cllr S Simmons
												 		
In attendance:
Mr M Wells - Town Clerk

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Simmons.


PL.26/01	Apologies for absence:
		Cllr S Brooke – Personal commitment.
		
PL.26/02	Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations:
The Town Clerk declared an interest in item PL.26/05a (25/01923/CLDE) on behalf of the Council being the landowner of the adjacent allotment site.

		Public Participation:
		There were no members of the public in attendance.

PL.26/03	Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 8th December 2025 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and were approved. 

ii) The Town Clerk advised that the report of the felling of trees (item PL.25/142) was investigated.  Works proceeded without prior notice.  Although it was in a Conservation Area, there is an exemption for work to trees where the tree is dead or poses an immediate risk of serious harm. 

PL.26/04	Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergencies:
Members noted the Council Declaration and the need to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.   Cllr Kennedy advised that globally, temperatures continue to rise and 2025 was the hottest and sunniest in the UK since records began.

PL.26/05	Consideration of Planning Applications:
		
		DNPA Applications listed w/c 24.11.25:
		None.

		DNPA Applications listed w/c 01.12.25:
		None.

		TDC Applications listed w/e 05.12.25:
		None.

		TDC Applications listed w/e12.12.25:
	a)	25/01923/CLDE Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use of the annexe as a permanent residential unit; Nirod, Furzeleigh Lane, Bovey Tracey.

		Observations: It was noted that condition 3 of the Decision Appeal in 2013 expressly 			highlighted that the building shall not be occupied unless ancillary to the residential use of 			the building (Nirod), therefore remains a legal matter for the Local Planning Authority to 			determine.

	b)	25/02038/HOU First floor lounge/dining room extension; 54-56 East Street, Bovey Tracey.
	
Observations: No objection.

	c)	25/02040/HOU Single storey flat roof extension to the rear of the building and installation of 		photovoltaic panels to the southeast and southwest roof elevations; 9 Bentinck Close, 			Bovey Tracey.

		Observations: No objection. 

	d)	25/02089/MAJ Creation of Yard Space with site access, landscaping and associated 			works; Power Park, Old Newton Road, Bovey Tracey.

		Observations: No objection on the proviso that a footpath link can be created via the site 			connecting the residential area of Heathfield with the established Accommodation Lane 			cycle/walking route in accordance with NDP Policy Objective T01 (safe routes for 				pedestrians and cyclists linked to existing pedestrian and cycling networks.).  It is further 			suggested that Network Rail are consulted to consider their views in relation to the 				proposal for a new station adjacent to the site.

		DNPA Applications listed w/c 15.12.25:	
		None.

PL.26/07		Applications Delegated to the Town Clerk (to note): 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk89204489]	25/01977/TPO Two oak trees within G4 “T1 and T2”.  T1 – Remove epicormic growth to 5.5m above ground level.  Crown lift to 5.5m above ground level for highway clearance at NW of property.  Remove 1st and 2nd tertiary limbs overhanging patio, conservatory and house.  Reduce canopy sides to provide 2m clearance from house and conservatory.  Remove major deadwood (over 50mm).  T2 – Remove major deadwood (over 50mm); 100 Churchfields Drive, Bovey Tracey

Observations: Refer to TDC Arboricultural Officer.

PL.26/08		Planning Decisions: 
		Members noted the following planning decisions:

a) [bookmark: _Hlk214275219]Approvals: 
TDC: 
i) 25/01536/HOU Proposed new roof extension and alterations, external renovations and new window on east elevation; Ashwell Cottage, Trough Lane, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection, however members suggested that this would be an opportunity to install renewables (e.g. Solar PV) in accordance with NDP Policy H5).
	
ii) 25/01748/VAR Variation of condition 3 on planning permission 23/02301/HOU (Single storey rear extension and associated landscape works) relating to revised drainage details; Eddymoor, 3 Brimley Road, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection). 

iii) 25/01737/TPO T1 Oak – Crown lift canopy of Oak tree overhanging pavement and road to a height of 5.5 metres from ground level to give highway clearance.  This to be done by the removal of tertiary limbs only; 1 Badgers Way, Bovey Tracey (Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer).

iv) 19/02583/AMD4 Non-material amendment (approval of level changes for plots 66 to 94) to planning permission 19/02583/MAJ – Application for second phase of Residential Development of 128 dwellings.  Outline Application for employment site and 5 self-build dwelling plots); Challabrook Farm, Challabrook Lane, Bovey Tracey (Observations: Not consulted).

v) 24/00053/REF (Appeal allowed) Appeal against the refusal of planning application 19/00664/FUL 9 Gypsy pitches, access, the provision of services and utilities; Land at NGR 282175 76309, Newton Road, Bovey Tracey (Observations:  Noting the improvements to the visibility splay and that this or any other work associated with the proposal does not negatively impact or damage the avenue of trees vista (in accordance with Neighbourhood Plan Policy LE12) and subject to no adverse concerns raised by the Biodiversity Officer, then no objection).

		
DNPA:
		None.

b)   Refusals: 
      	TDC:
	None.

DNPA:
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk211332386]PL.26/09	General Planning related matters brought forward by Councillors: (For information only) 
Cllr Simmons reported blocked highway drains outside the main entrance to Dartmoor National Park.

Cllr Arnold referred to the previous traffic proposals/enhancements for the town and requested an update.  The Town Clerk advised that Cllr Morgan is trying to facilitate a meeting with DCC Highway’s Officers to discuss the multiple proposals.


Meeting closed at 7.04pm.


