MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 8TH DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.00PM

Present:			
Cllr U Arnold			Cllr H Mills-Brown	
Cllr S Brooke			Cllr L Robillard Webb
Cllr M Evans			Cllr C West		
												 	
In attendance:
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Communications Advisor
A member of the Phoenix Running Club
Cllr S Oldrieve
A member of the public
			
The meeting was chaired by Cllr West.
					
RP&P.25/55	Apologies for Absence: 
		Cllr Kelly – Personal commitment.

RP&P.25/56	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations: 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations received.

		**Public Participation:
		Cllr Oldrieve spoke in response to a discussion at a previous Friends of Mill Marsh Park group 		meeting where littering within the park was raised as an issue, along with overflowing bins 			during peak summer weekends.  A report will be brought forward to the next Committee 			meeting with recommendations around some additional publicity and the possibility of 			weekend emptying at peak times of the summer.

Cllr Oldrieve spoke further in relation to item RP&P.25/61 advising members that some consultation has already been undertaken around the future use of the telephone box in Cromwells Way.  Furthermore, some quotations have been provided in relation to full refurbishment costs and these are estimated between £7,000 - £9,000 per box.   

A member of the Phoenix Running Club spoke in relation to item RP&P.25/68, advising members that the National Trust have granted conditional approval for use of the Wray Valley Trail through the park.  Their preference is for Sundays (to avoid Saturday park runs).  There will be a maximum of 3 events per year, with the number of runners being capped at 50.  An application will be made for a race licence which also provides Public Liability Insurance via UK Athletics.  The National Trust do not wish to have any running events taking place during the holiday/bank holiday periods. 

		A member of the public spoke in relation to item RP&P.25/61, advising that the defibrillator in 		the telephone box at Town Hall Place should remain and would be pleased to see an 			alternative use proposed for the Cromwells Way telephone box, however stressed the need 		for both to be 	repaired and repainted.

RP&P.25/57	Minutes: 
i) The minutes of the meeting of 13th October 2025 were confirmed as a correct record and approved (*copy previously circulated).

ii) The following updates were provided at the meeting:
· RP&P.25/45 – the leat at the Recreation Ground was not filled, as the spoil was removed from site.
· RP&P.25/50 – a risk assessment in relation to the riverbank erosion in Mill Marsh Park has recently been completed.
· RP&P.25/51 – subject to satisfactory sign-off, the exercise trail is due to be formally opened on 20th December 2025.
· RP&P.25/52 – An application for funding has been submitted to the OPCC to upgrade the town centre CCTV system.





RP&P.25/58	Exclusion of Press & Public – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960:
		Members considered whether to move into closed session to consider confidential matters in 		the forthcoming agenda item(s) in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 		Act 1960 Section 1(2).
	   
		Resolved: There were no confidential matters to consider within the forthcoming agenda items.

RP&P.25/59	Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergencies:
		Members noted the Council Declaration and embedded the climate emergency declaration 		across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the 			environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the 			impact of climate change. 

RP&P.25/60	Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP):
Members received and noted minutes of the meeting held on 04.11.25 (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Brooke advised members that work progresses in all areas.  Key updates include:
- 3 new members have recently been recruited.
- The basketball area has not progressed due to a focus on completing the Exercise Trail, however this will commence in the new year.
		
RP&P.25/61 	Telephone Box – Cromwells Way and Town Hall Place:
Members received a report (*copy previously circulated) and considered the recommendations within. Cllr Brooke and Cllr Oldrieve updated members around the consultation undertaken to date. Cllr Oldrieve is willing to lead on this project.

Resolved: 
i) To approve, in principle, progressing the restoration of the two council-owned telephone boxes.
ii) To support the repurposing of the telephone box in Cromwells Way.
iii) To support obtaining quotations for appropriate paid/unpaid restoration work
iv) To approve local community consultation, to determine a preferred future use of the Cromwells Way telephone box.
 
RP&P.25/62 	Riverside Community Centre – Kitchen extension works:
Members received a report (*copy previously circulated) and considered the recommendations within.  
		
Resolved: 
i) To approve the proposed kitchen extension works.
ii) To approve the appointment of Contractor A at an estimated cost of £7,669.70 to deliver the project, subject to the inclusion of a cooker.
iii) To not negatively impact the acoustics with any proposed change to flooring material. 

RP&P.25/63	Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) – 2025:
Members received the QTRA Report (*copy previously circulated) and considered approving the recommendations within and delegating authority for the Town Clerk to manage the works as appropriate.

Resolved: Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed to approve the recommended works within the report and to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to obtain quotations and proceed to manage the works as appropriate.

RP&P.25/64	Scout Hut – Mill Marsh Park – Solar Panels:
		Members received a request on behalf of the 1st Bovey Tracey Scout Group, seeking landlord 		approval to permit the potential installation of Solar PV Panels, subject to funding and 			permissions etc.

		Resolved: For the Town Clerk to respond to the Chair of Trustees granting approval in 			principle, subject to any necessary permissions and having initial sight of the proposed design 		of the panels.



RP&P.25/65	South West in Bloom 2025 Assessment Feedback & 2026 Application:
		i) Members received and noted the 2025 assessment feedback (*copy previously circulated)
ii) Members considered appointing a council lead/team for the 2026 application/judging process.

		Resolved:
i) Members received and noted the assessment feedback following the judges visit on 16th July 2025.
ii) Cllr Brooke was re-appointed as Council lead, with support from Cllr Arnold.

RP&P.25/66	Request to Extend Option Agreement for Brimley Field (Rule5 Land):
Members received a request from Rule 5 Land (*copy previously circulated) to extend the existing Option Agreement relating to Brimley Field (expired on 7th December 2025). The request was for a 12-month extension to the agreement due to delays in the planning process.  Members considered delegating authority to the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Committee Chair to manage.

Resolved: To delegate authority to the Town Clerk, in conjunction with the Committee Chair, to manage an extension to the existing Option Agreement for Brimley Field, of up to 12-months.

RP&P.25/67	Strategic Plan Objectives – Recreation, Parks & Property Committee:
Members reviewed the current committee objectives (Pages 6 – 15) and considered agreeing further action(s) or updates as appropriate, to progress committee objectives (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved: For the Town Clerk to undertake the committee updates as discussed and to circulate by email for final approval.

		Cllr Mills Brown left the meeting at 8.35pm.

RP&P.25/68	Phoenix Running Devon – Wray Valley Trail Running Event – Mill Marsh Park:
Members considered a request from Phoenix Running Devon (*copy previously circulated) to host a Wray Valley Running Event from Mill Marsh Park.

Resolved: To approve the request for up to 3 events during 2026 and to then review the arrangement for future years.  To request that an application for dates is submitted as part of the annual consideration of park applications for use.

RP&P.25/69	Specification of Surface for Car Park Extension – Recreation Ground:
		i) Members received a draft specification (*copy previously circulated) and considered 			approving the proposed specification.  Cllrs Arnold and Evans provided further information at 		the meeting, advising members of timescales and material options and subsequent costs.
ii) Members considered making a recommendation to the FR&GP Committee to secure appropriate funding to deliver the scheme.

Resolved:
i) To approve the design, materials and specification as circulated.
ii) To recommend to the Finance, Resources and General Purposes committee that £45,000 plus vat is secured towards delivery of the scheme.  

RP&P.25/71	Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
i) The Town Clerk advised members of the recent communication received in relation to a proposal to host a secondary flagpole at the Riverside Community Centre.  There was no appetite at the current time to take forward a future report.
ii) Cllr Brooke advised that DCC have intimated that the Town Council could make an application for funding to purchase and install a flood depth gauge in Little Bovey.  Cllr Robillard Webb will progress an application for funding.
iii) Cllr Brooke updated members on recent issues pre and post installation of the Christmas Lights advising members that due to the unsatisfactory performance, tendering will again commence in the new year.
iv) Cllr Brooke advised members that a free landmark tree has been accepted from the Saving Devon’s Treescapes Project, to commemorate achieving success in the South West in Bloom awards and will be planted in Mill Marsh Park.
v) Cllr Evans provided a verbal update following the Task and Finish Group reviewing the TDC Asset proposals.  A detailed report will be presented to the next committee. 
vi) Cllr Arnold advised members that the Christmas Drive-by will take place on 21st December at 6.00pm.
vii) Cllr Robillard Webb advised members that a family event is being held at Wickham Hall on 22nd December.




Meeting Closed: 8:55pm
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