ANNUAL MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH MAY 2026 AT 7.00PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke	Cllr E Kelly
[bookmark: _Hlk51614347]Cllr A Allen				Cllr G Kennedy
Cllr U Arnold				Cllr H Mills-Brown		
Cllr C Burton 				Cllr S Oldrieve
Cllr C Day				Cllr S Simmons
Cllr M Evans				Cllr C West			
Cllr D Fletcher								
[bookmark: _Hlk56505300]						
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Mrs S McCauley – Deputy Town Clerk
Cllr S Morgan (County & District Councillor)
Cllr M Smith (District Councillor)
The Town Council’s Communications Advisor
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association
A member of the Residents’ Association 
2 members of the public

		Cllr Brooke opened the meeting.

AM.26/01	Election of the Town Mayor & Chairperson for 2026/27:
Cllr Oldrieve nominated Cllr Brooke as Town Mayor for 2026/27.  Cllr Brooke accepted nomination.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Allen.

Resolved:
As there were no other nominations, Cllr Brooke was duly elected to serve as Town Mayor for 2026/27.

Cllr Brooke thanked fellow Councillors for electing her and stated that she is proud to represent the community for the seventh year.

Cllr Brooke signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

The remainder of the meeting was chaired by Cllr Brooke.

AM.26/02	Election of Deputy Town Mayor for 2026/27:
Cllr Evans nominated Cllr Arnold as Deputy Town Mayor for 2026/27.  Cllr Arnold accepted nomination.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Mills Brown.

Resolved:
As there were no other nominations, Cllr Arnold was duly elected to serve as Deputy Town Mayor for 2026/27.

Cllr Arnold thanked fellow Councillors for electing him.  Cllr Arnold thanked Cllr Evans for undertaking the role effectively over recent years.

Cllr Arnold duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

AM.26/03 	Apologies for absence
		Cllr L Robillard Webb – Unwell. 
   
AM.26/04	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations
	There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation received.

AM.26/05		Minutes
i) The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16.03.26 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.

ii) The following update from the previous minutes were provided:
- FC.26/18 – the bench has now been installed, adjacent to the Old Town Hall.
- FC.26/28 – The Town Business Strategy Group has met twice since the last Full Council meeting.

AM.26/06	Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the Climate Emergency Declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

Cllr Burton presented a slide which informed members that the UK Government’s Climate Change Committee (October 25) advised that the UK must prepare for 2C warming by 2050 while Exeter University warned that the world may now have passed the first irreversible tipping point.  Further statistics confirmed 140,000 miles of hedgerows have been lost in Britain since WW2.  Cllr Burton referred to local media articles in 2021 and 2023 where the District Council advised that new EV Charging Points were being installed and associated infrastructure was being invested in.

Cllr Brooke referred to a slide showing the results of species identified from a recent verge survey in Bovey Tracey.

		The meeting went out of session.

AM.26/07	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
		The following reports were received (if provided) from key bodies including:

i) Police 
There was no report provided as a recent report was presented at the Annual Town meeting.

ii) County, District and Town Councillors
County Councillor:
Cllr Morgan advised of the following updates/issues:
- A meeting was held recently, introducing the newly appointed Chief Executive for Dartmoor National Park.
- The Swimming Pool opening event was successful, showcasing their recent improvements and developments.
- Meetings are being scheduled with residents at the Longston Cross development to discuss issues with the adoption of roads etc.
- A meeting will take place on site about the A382 rebuild with Cllrs Morgan and Brooke.
- Road surface dressing will take place in the parish over the summer to prolong the life of the road network.

District Councillor(s):
Cllr Smith advised of the following updates/issues:
- The ongoing A382 works are having a negative impact on businesses in Bovey Tracey and will be considering additional signage etc to mitigate the impact to local businesses.
- Attended the recent Pool Opening and MAKE SW opening of the ceramic hub, following successful grant funding via the District Council.
- The medium-term financial plan group work at Teignbridge DC is ongoing.

Cllr Evans advised that vegetation alongside Old Newton Road (outside Indio Lakes) is creeping across the joint cycle/footway, forcing pedestrians to walk into the road. 

Cllr Allen referred to the recent disruption to the bank holiday refuse collections, which is understood to be related to staff shortages.

Cllr Kelly enquired as to the lack of attendance at any Town Council meetings from District Cllr Webster over recent years.

Town Councillors:
Cllr Burton updated members following the recent business strategy meetings.  The discussions have focused on the priorities for the group, which have centred around securing a resource to engage with businesses and take forward actions.  The physical focus is to make the town as safe as possible for pedestrians.  Two meetings have taken place to date, in addition to a meeting with the Economic Development Officer for Teignbridge DC.

Cllr Burton updated members of the work of Business 4 Bovey.  Membership fees were currently being discussed.  A discounted parking scheme for shoppers/visitors has been implemented locally, and Cllr Morgan was thanked for her support in helping to establish this.  The first Love Local Market will take place in the town on Saturday 9th May.

iii) Town Mayors Interests
A copy of the Town Mayor’s activities was circulated and noted.  Cllr Brooke also referred to her recent invitation and subsequent visit to the Gang Show in the scout hall.

iv) Other outside bodies
The Town Business Strategy Working Group minutes for meetings held on 30.03.26 and 20.04.26 were received and noted.

AM.26/08	Questions and Statements by the Public
The Chair of the Residents Association thanked councillors for their enthusiasm and commitment to the town.  Having attended council meetings for 20 years, the current council tries to act positively in response to community feedback.

Cllr Smith left the meeting at 7.26pm.
	 	
The meeting went back into session.

AM.26/09	Business Raised by the Public:
There was no business raised by the public that required further action.
	
		Cllr Morgan left the meeting at 7.30pm.

AM.26/10	Election of Committees:
[bookmark: _Hlk71556413]		Consideration was given to the appointment of Members for the Town Council’s 				Committees for 2026/27:  

		Resolved:
		To make the following appointments:
		
	Standing Committees
	Number of Members
	2026/27 Members 

	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee
	7 Councillors (incl. Ex Officio)
	Cllr Brooke (Ex O)
Cllr Day
Cllr Fletcher
Cllr Kelly
Cllr Mills Brown
Cllr Oldrieve
Cllr Robillard Webb

	Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee
	7 Councillors (incl. Ex Officio)
	Cllr Brooke (Ex O)
Cllr Allen
Cllr Burton
Cllr Kennedy
Cllr Oldrieve
Cllr Simmons
Cllr West

	Planning & Environment Committee
	7 Councillors (incl. Ex Officio)
	Cllr Arnold (Ex O)
Cllr Day
Cllr Evans
Cllr Fletcher
Cllr Kelly
Cllr Mills Brown
Cllr Simmons

	Personnel Committee
	3 Councillors (plus Ex Officio)
	Cllr Arnold (Ex O)
Cllr Burton
Cllr Evans
Cllr Robillard Webb

	Appeals Committee
	3 Committee Chairs plus Town Mayor
	Deferred for consideration at the next Council meeting.



AM.26/11	Representatives on Outside Bodies: 
Consideration was given to the appointment of members as Town Council representatives on outside bodies for 2026/2027:

	Outside Body 
	Number of Members 

	Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) 
	Cllr Kennedy

	Bovey Tracey Heritage Trust 
	Cllr Brooke
Cllr Kennedy

	Bovey Tracey Information Centre CiC
	Cllr Day

	Police & Crime Commissioner Council Advocate Scheme 
	Cllr Brooke

	Bovey Tracey Youth Action 
	Cllr Burton

	Business for Bovey 
	Cllr Burton

	Bovey Tracey/Le Molay-Littry Twinning Association 
	Cllr Robillard Webb

	Friends of Mill Marsh Park 
	Cllr Brooke

	Heathfield Action Team
	Cllr Mills Brown
Cllr Robillard Webb

	Bovey Tracey Fairtrade (+ Serving Mayor as President) 
	Cllr Brooke
Cllr Oldrieve

	Heathfield Rail Link Project 
	Cllr Day

	Bovey Paradiso Arts
	Cllr West

	East Dartmoor National Nature Reserve Advisory Group
	Cllr Day

	Others?
	None




AM.26/12	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
		The minutes of the meeting held on 30.03.26 (*draft copy previously circulated) were 			received and were adopted. Cllr Kelly highlighted key items that were considered.

AM.26/13	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13.04.26 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted. Cllr Burton highlighted key items that were considered. 

		ii) Members considered recommendations to re-adopt the following policies (*copies 			previously circulated): 

			- Information & Data Protection Policy
			- Data Breach Policy 
			- Subject Access Request 

Resolved:
To re-adopt policies as circulated without further amendment. 
		
AM.26/14	Planning & Environment Committee:
The minutes of the meetings held on 30.03.26 & 13.04.26 (*copies previously circulated) were received and were adopted. Cllr Simmons highlighted key applications that were considered, in particular, application 26/00321/FUL (construction and operation of a micro energy storage project in Pottery Road) and the recent decision by the Local Planning Authority to approve the application.

AM.26/15	Personnel Committee: 
The minutes of the meetings held on 13.03.26 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. 

		Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 8.00pm.

AM.26/16	Annual Governance & Accountability Return - 2025/26:
Members considered the following:

i) receiving and noting the Internal Audit Report (*copy previously circulated)

ii) approving the Annual Governance Statement (section 1 of the annual return) (*copy previously circulated) and considered agreeing that the Chairperson and Town Clerk sign the document.

iii) approving the accounting statements (section 2 of the annual return) (*copy previously circulated) together with an explanation of variance of 15% and above (*copy previously circulated) and a statement of income & expenditure relating to box 7 & 8 of the return (*copy previously circulated) and considered that the Chairperson should sign the document.

iv) approving the annual financial statement for year ended 31st March 2026 as an accurate reflection of the financial position of the Council and its income and expenditure (*copy previously circulated) and considered that the Chairperson should sign the document.

v) approving the year end bank reconciliation for 2025/26 (*copy previously circulated).

vi) approving the dates 3rd June – 14th July 2026 for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights with the announcement (Date of Announcement of notice to be published on the Councils website advising public rights and publication of unaudited Annual Governance & Accountability Return) being posted on 7th May.

vii) reviewing and approving the current Asset Register (*copy previously circulated).

		Resolved:
		To note item i) and to approve items ii) to vii) as set out above.  

The Town Clerk was thanked for his hard work and due diligence.

AM.26/17	Standing Orders:
	Members reviewed and considered re-adopting the amended Standing Orders (*copy previously circulated).

	Resolved:
	To re-adopt the Standing Orders as circulated, without further amendment.

AM.26/18	Committee Terms of Reference:
	Members reviewed and considered re-adopting the Committee Terms of Reference (*copy previously circulated).
	
	Resolved:
i) The review of Committee Terms of Reference be deferred.
ii) A Task & Finish group be established (previous Chairs and Deputy Chairs) to review and propose updated Terms of Reference.
iii) The current Terms of Reference remain in force on an interim basis, until a revised version is approved at the next meeting.

AM.26/19	Financial Regulations: 
	Members reviewed and considered re-adopting the Financial Regulations.

	Resolved:
		To re-adopt the Financial Regulations as circulated, without further amendment.

AM.26/20	Meeting Schedule 2026/27:
	Members considered adopting the draft Meeting Schedule (*copy previously circulated) for all Standing Committee meetings for the period from 6th May 2026.

	Resolved: 
	To adopt the Meeting Schedule for all Standing Committee meetings for the period from 6th May 2026, with the following amendments:
i) The Town Clerk to secure a venue (Heathfield or Bovey Tracey) for the Tuesday meetings.
ii) That the Annual Council meeting proposed for Tuesday 4th May 2027, takes place on Wednesday 12th May 2027 (due to scheduled elections).

AM.26/21	Heathfield Youth Cabins, Canon Road, Heathfield:
	Members received and noted a report relating to the disposal of the units and termination of the agreement of land use.  It was noted during discussions that there are only 2 cabins and 1 storage container.

Resolved:
i) To dispose of BTTC assets; the 2 portacabins and the shipping container
ii) To approve the sale of the shipping container for an estimated cost of £1,000 and to terminate all ongoing liability to the site.
iii) To consider and support future proposals to establish a Youth Service elsewhere in Heathfield, in consultation with the community.

AM.26/21	Councillor Training:
	Members received and noted current training opportunities (*copy previously circulated) and were asked to consider any training that would enhance capability to fulfil roles and to advise the Town Clerk accordingly.

Meeting closed at 8.09pm.


