MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON

23RD JANUARY 2023 AT 7.00PM
Present:
Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen 

Cllr G Gribble */**
Cllr J Arnold

Cllr S Light

Cllr R Bradshaw
Cllr K Morgan-West





Cllr C Burton



* District Cllr
** County Cllr

In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

PCSO Paul Wilson

A member of the Press

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association

A member of the Residents Association

Seven members of the public

Not in attendance: 

Cllr J Cole

The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher.
FC.23/01
Apologies for absence:
Cllr U Arnold – Personal commitment

Cllr S Brooke – Personal commitment

Cllr E Kelly – Work commitment 

Cllr A Kerswell* - Personal commitment

Cllr O Mills – Personal commitment

FC.23/02
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:


None.
FC.23/03
Minutes
i) The minutes of the Council meeting held on 14th November 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record.
ii) The Town Clerk advised that Cllr Light will be completing an application for the Teignbridge Clean Up Fund prior to the end of the month.
FC.23/04
Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate and ecology emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.23/05 
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:



The following reports were received from key bodies including:
i)  Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) a written report was circulated in Rev Hooke’s absence. Cllr Fletcher thanked Rev Hooke for hosting the Citizen Advice Bureau, Community Fridge, food collections and providing a warm space at the Methodist Church which has now started and been well received.
ii) Police a written report for the period of 1st December – 31st December 2022 was provided and circulated.  PCSO Paul Wilson invited members and the public to ask any questions.  The summary stated that there were 13 recorded offences across the Bovey Tracey area, including 4 linked to assault offences, 1 criminal damage offence, 1 communication offence, 1 drug offence, 1 harassment offence, 1 sheep worrying offence, 2 sexual offences and 1 theft offence.  Police responded to approximately 50 other incidents in the same period.
iii) DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble circulated a report and gave a supporting verbal overview of the current financial situation of the County Council.
iv) Cllr Brooke provided a list of activities and events attended since the previous Council Meeting (*copy previously circulated in the absence of Cllr Brooke).
Cllr Light joined the meeting at 7.25pm.

The meeting went back into session.
FC.23/06
Questions and Statements by the Public:
i) A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association referred to the Teignbridge Local Plan (Submission Version) noting the additional housing allocation proposed for Bovey Tracey and in particular raised concerns around how the current infrastructure would cope with the allocations for the parish.  Cllr Fletcher stated that housing provision and allocation is calculated and proposed by the District Council in accordance with land that was put forward as part of the call for sites and National guidance.  Cllr Bradshaw referred to the Town Council’s response made to the latest version of the plan.  The Town Clerk highlighted that Primary School Provision was identified as a key priority from the Neighbourhood Development Plan consultation and the Local Plan refers to a requirement for this to be delivered before further housing is developed in the parish.  Cllr Allen added that the Local Plan also now identifies Bond’s Meadow as a Local Green Space

ii) A member of the Residents Association thanked Town Councillors and staff for everything that they do for the town, and highlighted one area of concern for residents is the hybrid planning application for full permission for Class E food store along Monks Way, stating a potential negative impact on local shops in Bovey Tracey and surrounding villages with increased traffic/noise, and asked if the Town Council considered the impact adequately.  The Town Clerk said that Teignbridge DC (Local Planning Authority) had not yet determined the application and the Town Council has issued observations, considering community views and also all supporting documents submitted with the application.  Cllr Fletcher advised residents to submit their individual planning observations direct to Teignbridge DC.  It was noted there is a wide mix of positive and negative observations issued from within the community.
iii) A representative from ‘Climate Emergency Bovey Tracey & Heathfield’ (CEBH) congratulated the council on the installation of the Solar PV Panels and awarded a generous donation of £500.00 to the Council from CEBH as a contribution towards the scheme.
FC.23/07
Business Raised by the Public:


None.

FC.23/08
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee: 

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 12.12.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. Cllr Morgan-West provided a verbal summary on the key items considered, including the redevelopment of Mill Marsh Park play area and basketball area. The Town Clerk highlighted that a revised proposal would be submitted to the 
next committee following a meeting with the developer in relation to contractor parking at the Recreation Ground.
FC.23/09
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 09.01.23 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Bradshaw provided a verbal summary of the key items discussed. 
ii) Members received and considered adopting the recommended draft budget (Option C) for 2023/24 (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Bradshaw provided a verbal summary of the options considered. 
Resolved:  To adopt the recommended draft budget (Option C) for 2023/2024, utilising approximately £20,000 of revenue reserves to maintain a low precept increase in recognition of the cost-of-living crisis.
iii) Members considered approving the recommended setting of the precept at £275,224 for 2023/2024.

Resolved: To set the precept at £275,224 for 2023/24 (3.47% increase, 6p per week per band D property). 
FC.23/10
Planning & Environment Committee:

The minutes of the meetings held on 28.11.22, 12.12.22 and 09.11.23 (*copies previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Light provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key observations issued. 
FC.23/11
Annual Town Meeting
Members considered the format of the Annual Town Meeting to be held on 29th March 2023 (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Members agreed the format of the Annual Town Meeting to be held on 29th March 2023 as circulated, with the addition of a short presentation on the actions undertaken to mitigate the Climate Emergency.
FC.23/12
King’s Coronation
Members received a report from the Town Clerk and considered the recommendations within.

Resolved: Following discussion it was resolved not to proceed with a Council lead on any activities or events and to instruct the Town Clerk to make a call on social media for any community representatives willing to volunteer to lead on any arrangements. 
FC.23/13
Code of Conduct

Members received a report from the Town Clerk about the Model Councillor Code of Conduct from the Local Government Association (LGA) and considered the recommendations within.
Resolved: Following a discussion members agreed to adopt the LGA Model Code of Conduct with immediate effect.
The meeting closed at 7:52pm.
