 ANNUAL MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH MAY 2023 AT 7.00PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke	
[bookmark: _Hlk51614347]Cllr A Allen			Cllr O Mills
Cllr U Arnold			Cllr S Oldrieve	
Cllr C Burton			Cllr S Simmons			
Cllr M Evans			Cllr C West
Cllr G Kennedy					
[bookmark: _Hlk56505300]									
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Ms Amy Christie – Assistant Town Clerk
Cllr G Gribble
Cllr S Morgan
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association
A member of the Residents’ Association 
3 member of the public

Cllr Brooke opened the meeting and welcomed newly elected and returning members and advised all that advertising of the two remaining vacant seats in Heathfield will commence over the coming weeks ahead of a possible co-option process at the next meeting. 

AM.23/01	Election of the Town Mayor & Chairman for 2023/24:
Cllr Allen nominated Cllr Brooke as Town Mayor for 2023/24.  Cllr Brooke accepted nomination.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Burton.

Resolved:
As there were no other nominations, Cllr Brooke was duly elected to serve as Town Mayor for 2023/24.

Cllr Brooke thanked fellow Councillors for electing her and stated that she is proud to represent the community.

Cllr Brooke signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

The remainder of the meeting was chaired by Cllr Brooke.

AM.23/02	Election of Deputy Town Mayor for 2023/24:
Cllr Arnold nominated Cllr Evans as Deputy Town Mayor for 2023/24.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Allen.

Resolved:
As there were no other nominations, Cllr Evans was duly elected to serve as Deputy Town Mayor for 2023/24.

Cllr Evans thanked fellow Councillors for electing him and stated that he is proud to represent the community.

Cllr Evans signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.



AM.23/03 	Apologies for absence
		Cllr Fletcher – Personal commitment
		Cllr Kelly – Work commitment
                                         
AM.23/04	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations
	None.

AM.23/05		Minutes
i) The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 20.03.23 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
ii) Cllr Brooke requested an update on the funding application made by Cllr Light to Teignbridge for the Clean Up Fund.  The Town Clerk advised that funding has yet to be determined.

AM.23/06	Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and to embed the Climate Emergency Declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.  

The meeting went out of session.

AM.23/07	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
		The following reports were received from key bodies including:

i) Chaplain to the Council
No report received.

ii) Police
		No report received. 

iii) County, District and Town Councillors
Cllr Gribble reported that Devon County Council is under considerable financial pressure and there is a significant strain on budget and services.

Cllr Morgan stated that Teignbridge District Council will reconvene on 23rd May 2023 and there will be a focus on engaging more with towns and parishes.

iv) Town Mayors Interests
Cllr Brooke has circulated activities since the last meeting and further advised members of the work of the Stover Advisory Board which has been awarded £4.7million for improvements to the park. Cllr Brooke gave an update on the Kings Coronation event at Riverside Community Centre which was well attended by all ages.  Cllr Brooke confirmed that Bovey Tracey Help Hub has secured a grant of £3,000 for children’s activities and meals during school holidays.  Cllr Brooke advised members that the Greater Horseshoe School has achieved ‘outstanding’ following a recent Ofsted inspection.

v)  Other outside bodies
None	

AM.23/08	Questions and Statements by the Public
		None.

The meeting went back into session.

AM.23/09	Business Raised by the Public:
		No action required.


AM.23/10	Election of Committees:
[bookmark: _Hlk71556413]		Consideration was given to the appointment of Members for the Town Council’s 				Committees for 2023/24:  

		Resolved:
		To make the following appointments:
		
	Standing Committees
	Number of Members
	2023/24 Members 

	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee
	7 Councillors (incl. Ex Officio)
	Cllr Brooke (Ex O)
Cllr Allen
Cllr Arnold
Cllr Kelly
Cllr Mills
Cllr Oldrieve 
Cllr Simmons

	Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee
	7 Councillors (incl. Ex Officio)
	Cllr Brooke (Ex O)
Cllr Allen
Cllr Burton
Cllr Evans
Cllr Fletcher
Cllr Kennedy
Cllr Oldrieve

	Planning & Environment Committee
	7 Councillors (incl. Ex Officio)
	Cllr Brooke (Ex O)
Cllr Arnold
Cllr Evans
Cllr Kelly
Cllr Kennedy
Cllr Simmons
Cllr West



AM.23/11	Election of Sub-Committees/Task & Steering Groups:
i) Consideration was given to the appointment of members for the Town Council’s Sub Committees/Task and Steering Groups for 2023/24:  

Resolved: 
i)  To make the following appointments on the Town Council’s Sub-Committees/Steering Groups for 2023/24:

ii) To defer consideration of the Appeals Committee to the next meeting:
		
	Sub-Committee/ Steering Group
	Number of Members
	2023/24 members or new approach

	Personnel 
	3 plus Ex Officio
	Cllr Evans (Ex O)
Cllr Burton
Cllr Fletcher
Cllr Kelly

	Appeals
	3 Cttee Chairs plus Town Mayor
	Defer the appointments following the nominations and election of Committee Chairs.

	Football Pavilion Task & Finish Group
	No set number
	Cllr Allen
Cllr Brooke
Cllr Fletcher
Cllr Mills
Cllr Oldrieve



AM.23/12	Representatives on Outside Bodies:
Members considered and approved the following nominations for Town Council representatives on outside bodies:

	Outside Body
	Number of Members

	Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC)

	Cllr Kennedy

	Bovey Tracey Heritage Trust

	Cllr Kennedy
Cllr Brooke

	Bovey Tracey Information Centre Trust 

	Cllr Allen

	Police & Crime Commissioner Council Advocate Scheme

	Cllr Brooke
Cllr Burton

	Business for Bovey

	Cllr Burton

	Bovey Tracey/Le Molay-Littry Twinning Association

	Cllr West

	Friends of Mill Marsh Park

	Cllr Simmons
Cllr Oldrieve

	Bovey Tracey Fairtrade (Serving Mayor as President)

	Cllr Oldrieve

	Dartmoor National Park Authority

	Cllr Oldrieve



AM.23/13	Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
		The minutes of the meeting held on 03.04.23 (*draft copy previously circulated) were 			received and were adopted. Cllr Brooke highlighted key items that were discussed.
		
AM.23/14	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 24.04.23 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.  

		ii) Members considered a recommendation to re-adopt the following Policies (*copies 			previously circulated): 
			- Information & Data Protection Policy
			- Data Breach Policy 
			- Subject Access Request 
	- Financial Regulations

Resolved:
To re-adopt Policies as recommended with amendments as highlighted within the documents. 

AM.23/15	Planning & Environment Committee:
The minutes of the meetings held on 03.04.23 & 24.04.23 (*copies previously circulated) were received and were adopted. 

AM.23/16	Annual Governance & Accountability Return - 2022/23:
Members considered the following:

i) receiving and noting the Internal Audit Report (*copy previously circulated)

ii) approving the Annual Governance Statement (section 1 of the annual return) (*copy previously circulated) and considered that the Chairman and Town Clerk sign the document.

iii) approving the accounting statements (section 2 of the annual return) (*copy previously circulated) together with an explanation of variance of 15% and above (*copy previously circulated) and a statement of income & expenditure relating to box 7 & 8 of the return (*copy previously circulated) and considered that the Chairman should sign the document.

iv) approving the annual financial statement for year ended 31st March 2023 as an accurate reflection of the financial position of the Council and its income and expenditure (*copy previously circulated) and consider that the Chairman should sign the document.

v) approving the year end bank reconciliation for 2022/23 (*copy previously circulated)

vi) approving the following dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights:
- 1st June (Date of Announcement of notice to be published on the Councils website advising public rights and publication of unaudited Annual Governance & Accountability Return).
- 5th June – 14th July 2023 (Period to which any person may apply to inspect the accounts) (*copy previously circulated)

		vii) reviewing and approving the current Asset Register (*copy previously circulated)

		Resolved:
		To note item i) and to approve items ii) to vii) as set out above.

AM.23/17	Standing Orders:
	Members reviewed and considered re-adopting the current Standing Orders (*copy previously circulated)

	Resolved:
	To re-adopt the Standing Orders without further amendments.

AM.23/18	Committee Terms of Reference:
	Members reviewed and considered the re-adoption of the Committee Terms of Reference (*copy previously circulated)
	
	Resolved:
To re-adopt the Committee Terms of Reference with the amends as highlighted to include responsibilities for each committee to determine their own communications of resolutions.

AM.23/19	Meeting Schedule 2023/24:
	Members considered adopting the draft Meeting Schedule (*copy previously circulated) for all Standing Committee meetings for the period from 10th May 2023.

	Resolved:
	Schedule adopted without amends.

AM.23/20	Councillor Training 
	Members received and noted current training opportunities (*copy previously circulated) and were asked to consider any training that would enhance their capability to fulfil their roles.

AM.23/21	General Power of Competence (GPC)
	Members considered re-adopting the GPC having met the criteria of eligibility for the GPC relating to the electoral mandate (66%) and the relevant training of the clerk.

	
Resolved: 
	Bovey Tracey Town Council resolves from 10th May 2023 until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012, to re-adopt the General Power of Competence.


Meeting closed at 8.32pm


