
BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON WEDNESDAY 31st MARCH 2021 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Sheila Brooke (Town Mayor)
Cllr Debbie Fletcher (Deputy Town Mayor)
Cllr A Allen


Cllr A Kerswell*

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr S Light
Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr D Mills
Cllr D K Elphick

Cllr K Morgan-West
Cllr G J Gribble**/*



Cllr E Kelly

**County Cllr

*District Cllr

In attendance:

Cllr S Morgan*

Mr Mark Wells – Town Clerk

Miss Nicky Elford - Assistant Town Clerk
Rev K Hooke – Chaplain to the Council 

Nominees for the Community Champion Awards 2021
16 members of the public including representatives of various organisations.

The Town Mayor, Cllr Sheila Brooke, chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone.

1.  Apologies:


Cllr Ulli Arnold

Cllr Jason Cole

Notice Convening the 2021 Annual Town Meeting:


The Town Clerk read the notice convening the meeting.

*Copies of all reports provided for this meeting are available on request from the 
Town Clerk’s office.
2.  Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting - 13th March 2019:

The Minutes of the previous Annual Town Meeting (2019) were approved as a 
correct record and duly signed by the Town Mayor, Cllr Sheila Brooke.

*Copies were available in advance of the meeting
3.  Presentation of the Community Champion Award 2021:


Cllr Allen congratulated the nominees for the Community Champion Award and 
read out their names and nomination briefs: John Steer and Jared Wray (Bovey 
Tracey Swimming Pool), Leah Cowell and team (Spar shop), Mike Stone (Bovey 
Tracey Primary PTA), Whites Quality Green Grocers and Gary Naisbett-Jones 
and Kevin Bastow (Bovey Tracey Cubs).

Cllr Allen announced that Gary Naisbett-Jones and Kevin Bastow on behalf of 
Bovey Tracey Cubs had been awarded the 2021 Community Champion Award for 
their support of children in Bovey Tracey during the pandemic. For continuing to 
provide weekly cub/scout/beavers meetings enabling children to enjoy time with 
other children in a safe and fun way - learning about their environment, the 
seasons, baking, art, den making and the world around them. The cubs’ voluntary 
leaders supported children with their badge work virtually and made the meetings 
accessible to all. 
4.  Town Mayor’s Report:

The Town Mayor, Cllr Brooke presented her written report, stating that it has been an unprecedented year for everyone.  That whilst events had been cancelled, many activities such as our annual Remembrance Service, Carol Service and Town Christmas Lights Switch-on had been delivered virtually. 


The Town Mayor outlined the key highlights for each of the council’s 
committees: 


Planning & Environment 

The Town Mayor explained that this committee was formally the Planning Committee; however, members reviewed the committee terms earlier this year to expand its remit to include responsibility for the environment.

Cllr Brooke advised that the Town Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications within the Parish boundary. During 2020-21 the Town Council received 86 planning applications (42 residential applications, 23 non –residential applications, 7 major applications and 14 Tree Preservation Order applications). 
Cllr Brooke thanked the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group members 
both on and off the Council who have contributed their time to assist with 
the development of the emerging Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan. 


Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee


The Town Mayor advised that the External Audit had raised no issues.

Cllr Brooke confirmed that during 2020/21, annual grants have been awarded to Moorland Community Care (£1500) and Bovey Tracey Youth Action (£7500). In addition to the council’s smaller grants to SW Ambulance Charity, Bovey Tracey Primary PTA and Busy Bees Pre-School.

The Council has agreed a budget spend of £279,540 for the forthcoming year.  In order to fund this expenditure, the Precept will increase by 4.8%. The increase would raise the Band D Council Tax for Bovey Parish to £82.63 pa (from £78.79).  This increase to our revenue budget relates to a number of key areas and is partially in response to the District Council’s reduced tax base due to a fewer number of anticipated new dwellings on the register, a large increase in council tax support numbers and a reduction in their collection rate during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Cllr Brooke advised that the key significant capital spend by the Council 
this year relates to the Riverside Community Centre development which 
has been delivered under budget and well within the contingency amount 
that our Finance Committee has allowed. This has been a long-awaited 
development which was handed over to the Town Council towards the end 
of last summer.  


In order to protect our finances and maximise our income the council 
invested approximately 50% of the Council’s revenue reserves this year 
with the Charity Bank, having reviewed and agreed a more ethical 
investment, switching bonds during the year.


At the end of the summer 2020, we thanked our Assistant to the Town 
Clerk, Linda who retired after a long period of service with the Town 
Council.  At the same time we welcomed Nicky Elford who has hit the 
ground running since taking on the role. 


Recreation, Parks and Property


In July 2019 we were excited to receive Gold following our South West in 
Bloom application for the Town in addition to being awarded the overall 
category winners.  We were also awarded a certificate of recognition for 
continuing to excel during 2020. A special mention must go to our 
Groundsmen, Roger and Peter, who are out in all weathers managing and 
maintaining our assets. 


Cllr Brooke took the opportunity to thank all those who have contributed to 
our community over the past year and said that she looked forward to 
continuing to work alongside you. 
· short video played capturing some of this this year’s council activities. Cllr Brooke thanked Cllr Jon Arnold for its production. 
Riverside Community Centre:
The Town Clerk presented on behalf of Cllr Kelly who chaired the Community Centre Steering Group. (A full copy of the presentation is available on request).
The Council took ownership of the building on 28th August last year.  The build was delivered just short of the proposed 40-week construction timetable, despite a number of delays mainly due to Covid and the weather etc.

Facilities and Services Available

The services that will operate from the building include: The Information Centre, The Library and the Town Council.  There are also 4 Individual Offices available for hire as well as the main hall which can be partitioned for small or larger use.  Public Toilets and a Changing Places Cubicle are also provided, and we envisage these will be open very soon. The Library and Information Centre hope to re-open again on 12th April.

Further developments:

The Council are currently in the process of obtaining estimates for the supply and installation of Solar PV panels and we have reinforced the fabric of the roof to accommodate these panels, in order that the building is carbon neutral.  Other developments in the pipeline are to host secure bike storage pods and to utilise the outside space at the rear of the building for some additional storage, which will accommodate equipment etc from those wishing to hire the facilities on a regular basis.  There will also be some clearer signage on external walls to better promote the services provided within.

Climate Emergency Bovey Tracey & Heathfield
Cllr Mills provided a presentation on behalf of the Climate Emergency Group for Bovey Tracey and Heathfield. (presentation is available on request).  There has been a significant focus this past year by the Council to consider the environmental impact of decisions. Following the declaration of a Climate Emergency in July 2019 the Council has pledged to do whatever is in our power to make Bovey Tracey & Heathfield Carbon Neutral by 2025. The CEBH is a working Party formed to look at ways in which the Council can mitigate the impact of Climate Change, anyone interested in joining the working group is welcome.
5.  Community Reports
Reports from District and County Councillors and clubs, societies, charities, schools, churches and other organisations were received and noted 


Copies of all reports that were submitted are available on request.

6.  Public Question Time: 

Mr L Calder (Neighbourhood Watch Association) asked the council to 
monitor the improvements required in the GP out of hours service delivered by 
Devon Doctors, following an article in the Mid Devon Advertiser. The article 
highlighted the poor service CQC rating that had led to Devon Doctors provision 
being in special measures. 


Cllr George Gribble confirmed that the council would approach the DCC Health 
and Social Care Scrutiny and Oversight Committee to register residents concern 
and request a process to monitor the actions to improve performance.


Mr P Beecher (Residents Association) thanked the council on behalf of 
residents, for all of their work during the past year. Mr Beecher asked the 
councillors to confirm what they are not paid for their role. Cllr Brooke confirmed 
that the Bovey Tracey Town Councillors are not paid, the roles are voluntary but 
very rewarding.

Mrs S Woodward asked the council about traffic measures for the Triangle 
(near Lloyds Pharmacist) and also for the bridge opposite the Co-Operative on 
Station Road where pedestrians cross into the same entrance that vehicles 
enter.  The Town Clerk confirmed that a traffic management plan for the town 
was submitted in March 2020 to Devon County and it will be discussed at the 
next HATOC meeting in June 2021. This would include proposals to improve 
safety and use at the Triangle area along with a lot of other proposals across the 
town. 
The Town Clerk explained that given the size and scope of the traffic management plan it may mean that if approved by HATOC that the proposals 
will need to be implemented in phases to manage the costs.


For the issues outside the Co-Operative shop, the plan is being finalised with the 
support of a local resident with highways expertise and this will also be tabled by 
Cllr Gribble and considered by HATOC at the June meeting.  DCC have asked 
the town to arrange a Stage 1 Safety Audit as part of the process, and this is 
being progressed. 

Mr M Diggines enquired about an update regarding the Ashburton Road 
closure. The Town Clerk confirmed that the Town Council received a quarterly 
update from Devon County Council and those reports were available on the 
Town’s website www.boveytracey.gov.uk DCC were considering a variety of 
options to try and solve the complex problem; purchasing land in order to divert 
the traffic being one example.  The Town Clerk will arrange for the latest detailed 
report to be emailed to Mr Diggines for his information.

Mr E Kelly noted that Teignbridge District Council had not published how local 
businesses could access the Business Re-Start/Re-Opening Grants that other 
District Councils were promoting. Mr Kelly asked if Cllr Morgan could investigate 
and ensure that Bovey Tracey’s business community had the support they 
needed.
Meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
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