

BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 30TH MARCH 2022 at 7.00PM
Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr E Kelly
Cllr J Arnold


Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr O Mills



Cllr C Burton


Cllr K Morgan-West

Cllr G J Gribble**/*













**County Cllr
*District Cllr

In attendance:

Cllr S Morgan*

Mr Mark Wells – Town Clerk

Ms Amy Christie- Assistant Town Clerk
2 Nominees for the Community Champion Awards 2022
15 members of the public including representatives of various organisations
1 member of the press
In the absence of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Kelly was elected to preside at the meeting.

1.  Welcome and Introductions:

Apologies were received from:

Cllr Sheila Brooke (Town Mayor)
Cllr Debbie Fletcher (Deputy Town Mayor)
Cllr U Arnold
Cllr J Cole
Cllr S Light

Cllr Kelly welcomed those attending and introduced the format for the evening.

Notice Convening the 2022 Annual Town Meeting:

The Town Clerk read the notice convening the meeting.
*Copies of all reports provided for this meeting are available on request from the Town Clerk’s office.
2.  Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting – 31st March 2021:
The Minutes of the previous Annual Town Meeting held on 31st March 2021 (*copy previously circulated) were approved as a correct record and duly signed.
3.  Community Awards 2022:

Cllr Allen congratulated the nominees for the Community Awards and read out their names and nomination briefs and explained that the Community Champion had already been presented with their award at the Full Council Meeting on 21st March 2022.  The Young Citizen award will be presented at a meeting of the Bovey Tracey Scout Group in the coming weeks.  Cllr Allen presented the Environmental Champion Award to Susie Honor and proceeded to present the Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor award to Colin Back of New Park who was re-elected as the Honorary Representative of the Lord of the Manor.  Colin gave a short acceptance speech.
4.  Town Council’s Annual Report and Project Updates:

On behalf of the Town Mayor, Cllr Kelly presented the Annual Report and outlined the key highlights for each of the Council’s committees:


Planning & Environment 

Cllr Kelly advised that the Town Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications within the Parish boundary. During 2021-22 the Town Council received and issued observations in response to 78 Planning Applications.   
The Neighbourhood Plan progressed to Referendum stage in February of this year and has now been adopted by the Local Planning Authorities. The Steering Group that delivered on this piece of work was made up of residents and councillors both on and off the Council who have contributed their time to assist with the development of the emerging Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan. My specific thanks go to Cllrs Kelly and Bradshaw who both have been instrumental in leading and managing the process to get us to where we are.

Cllr Kelly gave a short introduction to the recently adopted Parish Emergency Plan.


Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee

The Council has maintained reserves to enable us to have a sound financial 
footing. The work carried out by several contractors is regularly reviewed to 
ensure that we can deliver value for money for the town. Our financial 
processes have been audited (internally and externally) to ensure we are 
complying with the law and best practice.

The Council has agreed a budget spend of £295,218 for the forthcoming 
year.  In order to fund this expenditure, the Precept will increase by 4.01%. 
The increase would raise the Band D Council Tax for Bovey Parish to 
£85.96 pa (from £82.64).  This increase to our revenue budget relates to a 
number of key areas and a more detailed breakdown can be provided on 
request.

The key significant capital spend by the Council up to and including this 
year relates to the Riverside Community Centre development which has 
been delivered under budget and well within the contingency amount that 
our Finance Committee has allowed.

Two new roles have been recruited (Centre Manager and Caretaker) and 
these are both fully funded for the first 4 years with a grant from the 
National Lottery.

In order to protect Council finances and maximise income, the Council has 
invested approximately 50% of the Council’s revenue reserves this year 
with the Charity Bank, having reviewed and agreed a more ethical 
investment, switching bonds during the previous year.

Recreation, Parks and Property

In October 2021 the Council received Gold following our South West in 
Bloom application for the Town. 

Following the declaration of a Climate Emergency in July 2019 the Council 
has pledged to do whatever is in its power to make Bovey Tracey & 
Heathfield Carbon Neutral by 2025. A working Party formed to look at ways 
in which the Council can mitigate the impact of Climate Change.  The 
Council is currently considering procuring Solar PV Panels for the centre 
and it is envisaged that this will be installed later this year, subject to 
obtaining the necessary permissions.  The Council is also in discussion 
with Devon County Council about the possibility of hosting EV Charging 
Points on land owned by the Town Council.

The other significant piece of work recently approved is in relation to the 
land south of Le Molay Littry Way.  This land is identified in the current 
Local Plan as a site for a fit for purpose Primary School for our parish. 
Therefore, over recent months Council has signed off on an Option 
Agreement on the land which provides Devon County Council a period of 
up to 10 years to progress and deliver this much needed asset, also 
identified as one of the significant priorities by our community in 
consultations leading to the production of the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan.

Cllr Kelly introduced the following brief presentations:

Climate Emergency Bovey Tracey & Heathfield
Cllr Mills and Sue Simmons provided a presentation on behalf of the Climate
Emergency Group for Bovey Tracey and Heathfield (CEBH) on the work and achievements of the group to date.  Cllr Burton presented updates in relation to the work of Plastic Free Bovey (*copy available on request).
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Bradshaw provided a presentation explaining that the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan was successful at referendum and was recently adopted by the Local Planning Authorities (*copy available on request)
Bovey Parish Emergency Plan

Cllr Kelly provided a presentation on the objectives of a Parish Emergency Plan and confirmed that the Council, in conjunction with experienced residents had devised and adopted a plan (*copy available on request)
Key Projects 
Cllr Kelly updated those present in relation to the following key projects:
- Football Pavilion Refurbishment/redevelopment

- Option agreement with DCC for land south of Le-Molay Littry Way

- Abbey Road Closure – School Car Free Zone Pilot Project

- Wildflower verge project

- Tree trail project – Mill Marsh Park

- Riverside Community Centre – Ongoing Projects


- Installation of internal extractable partition


- Security shutter 


- Solar Photovoltaic Panels


- External Storage Unit


- Bike Storage Pods


- Recruitment of Centre Manager and Caretaker roles
5.  Community Reports
Reports from District and County Councillors and clubs, societies, charities, schools, churches and other organisations were received and noted (*copies previously circulated).

Copies of all reports that were submitted are available on request.
6.  Public Question Time: 

A representative of the Neighbourhood Watch Association thanked the Councillors 
and staff for their work undertaken during the previous 12 months.

A member of the public provided some information about Bovey Tracey Friends 
for Ukraine 
group that had recently been established in response to the need for 
housing and support within the parish for Ukrainian people.
Meeting closed at 8.06pm 
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