MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON

27TH JUNE 2022 AT 7.00PM
Present:
Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen

 Cllr G Gribble */**
Cllr J Arnold

 Cllr A Kerswell *
Cllr U Arnold

 Cllr S Light

Cllr D Fletcher

** County Cllr

* District Cllr
In attendance:

Cllr S Morgan* 

Rev K Hooke


A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association 
A member of Bovey Tracey Fair Trade Association  
A member of the public
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

Not in attendance: 

Cllr J Cole

Cllr K Morgan-West

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.  Cllr Brooke passed a motion to take items FC.22/42 and FC.22/43 before item FC.22/40 due to the impact these reports may have on item FC.22/40.
FC.22/30
Apologies for absence:
Cllr R Bradshaw - Leave

Cllr C Burton – Personal commitment

Cllr E Kelly – Work commitment
Cllr O Mills – Personal commitment
FC.22/31
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:


None.
FC.22/32
Minutes:


i) The minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 9th May 2022 (*copy previously 

circulated) were confirmed as a correct record.
ii) There were no matters from the previous Annual Meeting minutes requiring an update that were not on the agenda.
FC.22/33
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.22/34
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:



The following reports were received from key bodies including:
i)  Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) reported that the Churches’ recent celebrations of the Queen’s Jubilee (including flower festivals at PPT and the Methodist Church) were successful and received positive comments from visitors.

Rev G Hamilton will be taking a 3-month sabbatical starting in August, whilst Fr Nick Debney will be leaving St John’s in July.  A part time youth worker has been taken on at PPT whilst also working at the Youth Café.

Due to personnel absences, there will be no united service in the Garden Club’s marquee in August, but a Children’s Holiday Club will still be organised for October half-term.  Abi now supports the weekly pop-up food Hub at the Scout Hut.
Parent and toddlers’ groups run by various churches have been notably popular this year.

ii) Police - a written report for the period of 1st May – 25th June was provided, stating in summary that there were 43 recorded crimes across the Bovey Tracey area, including 10 linked to assault offences, 8 criminal damage offences, 5 public order offences and 4 drug offences. Police responded to approximately 117 other incidents in the same period.

The Town Clerk provided details of the monthly meeting with the local inspector and stated that Cllr Morgan-West is the Council’s appointed advocate and issues can be fed back via this meeting.  Cllr Light requested attendance at a future advocate meeting to further discuss issues related to Heathfield.  
iii) DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble reported on pedestrian safety concerns related to the area between Drumbridges roundabout and Trago Mills roundabout. Cllr Gribble also provided an update about reports of the bridle track at Shaptor View being obstructed and also provided an update on the works commencing to re-align the road adjacent to the landslip on Ashburton Road. 
TDC and Town Cllr Kerswell has been on leave and prior to this was mainly involved in organising the local Jubilee events and activities.  Cllr Brooke & Cllr Morgan gave a special thanks to Cllr Kerswell and members of the Carnival Committee for the success of the Jubilee events.

TDC Cllr Morgan stated that Teignbridge and Dartmoor National Park have budgetary issues currently.  Cllr Morgan stated that she was disappointed about the Appeal decision relating to the Indio application.  Cllr Morgan further advised that a recent planning tour had been postponed and expressed her disappointment that the Town Council were not aware of the tour and would feed this back to the Officer involved at TDC.

Cllr Light advised that potholes had recently been repaired in Heathfield.
iv) Cllr Brooke provided a list of activities and events attended since the Annual Meeting (*copy previously circulated).

Cllr Brooke further informed members of the Citizen’s Advice virtual session which is operating every Tuesday from the Riverside Community Centre for residents, in addition to the Residents event scheduled for 9th July also at the Riverside Community Centre.  Other projects currently operating are in relation to the redevelopment of the Football Pavilion at the Recreation Ground and Christmas Lights arrangement for the Town Switch on later this year.
The meeting went back into session.

FC.22/35
Questions and Statements by the Public:
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association spoke in relation to item FC.22/41 and suggested sometimes there can be a lengthy wait in between committee meetings so would favour one starting earlier or the other starting later to mitigate this.
The Secretary of Bovey Tracey Fairtrade, spoke in relation to FC. 22/40 and stated that Bovey Tracey Fairtrade and the town had celebrated Fairtrade day amongst other activities and has also produced a draft of the constitution and referred specifically to section 4 of the constitution, which states that the Town Mayor is invited annually to take up the role of President of the Fairtrade Association.
The Town Clerk provided an update in relation to the Co-operative Crossing Scheme and Traffic Management Plan, both of which had been presented formally to DCC for consideration by HATOC (Highways & Traffic Orders Committee). A meeting was held recently with the Highways Manager for DCC to discuss taking both forward for formal consideration, which required a funding commitment before HATOC would consider.  The Town Clerk advised of potential funding routes that were being explored currently and further advised that a member of the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group would look through the Traffic Management Plan and advise on how elements of the plan can be broken down into more realistic and deliverable phases.
FC.22/36
Business Raised by the Public:


There were no matters raised that required further consideration.
FC.22/37 
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 30.05.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. 
FC.22/38
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13.06.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Fletcher provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed.
ii) Members received a recommendation to re-adopt the following Policies: 

- Treasury & Investment Policy (*copy previously circulated) 
- Social Media and Electronic Communications Policy (*copy previously circulated)
Resolved: To re-adopt the Treasury & Investment Policy and the Social Media and Electronic Communications Policy without further amendment.
FC.22/39
Planning & Environment Committee:

The minutes of the meetings held on 16.05.22, 30.05.22 (*copies previously circulated) & 13.06.22 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Light provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key observations issued.
FC.22/42
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan: 
Members received and considered a report around the future of the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and reviewing NDP Policies/Objectives (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Following discussion it was resolved:

i) to note the content of the report

ii) to agree to establish a review group to monitor progress of the NDP objectives

iii) to agree to consider adopting revised terms of reference for the review group at the next meeting

iv) to provide delegated authority to the review group for exploration of the project outcomes listed in the Bovey Parish NDP
FC.22/43
Climate Emergency – Bovey & Heathfield (CEBH): 
Members received and considered a report around the future of the CEBH group (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved: Following discussion it was resolved:

i) to note the content of the report

ii) to agree to the restructure proposals as laid out in the report
FC.22/40
Annual Council Meeting (09.05.22) – Deferred Items: 
Members considered the deferred appointment of Sub-Committees/Steering Groups/Outside Body representatives:

Resolved:

To appoint members as follows:

	Sub-Committee/Steering Group
	Number of Members
	Member(s) appointed

	Appeals Committee 
	3 Committee Chairs Plus Town Mayor 
	Cllr Brooke (Ex O) 

Cllr Bradshaw 

Cllr Light
Cllr Morgan-West

	Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 
	4 Plus Ex Officio 
	To be disbanded in its current form.

	Climate Emergency Bovey Tracey & Heathfield 
	1 Councillor
	Cllr O Mills


	Outside Body 
	Number of Members 
	Member(s) appointed 

	Bovey Tracey Fair Trade Group 
	1 Councillor 
	Cllr Morgan-West


FC.22/41
Meeting Schedule 2022/23: 
Members considered approving a revised start time for Planning & Environment Committee Meetings.
Resolved: For future Planning & Environment Committee meetings to commence at 6.15pm.
FC.22/42
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:

Item considered earlier in the agenda.

FC.22/43
Climate Emergency – Bovey & Heathfield (CEBH):
Item considered earlier in the agenda.
The meeting closed at 7:56pm.
