MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON

26TH SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 7.00PM
Present:
Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen

Cllr G Gribble */**
Cllr U Arnold

Cllr E Kelly

Cllr C Burton

Cllr A Kerswell *
 
Cllr R Bradshaw
Cllr O Mills



 
Cllr J Cole
 
Cllr K Morgan-West

In attendance:

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association 
A member of the Local Press
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

Not in attendance: 

Cllr S Morgan*
PCSO Paul Wilson

** County Cllr

* District Cllr
The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.
Cllr Brooke held a minute’s silence in the Council Chamber to consider the recent passing of Her Majesty the Queen.
FC.22/44
Apologies for absence:
Cllr J Arnold – Personal commitment 

Cllr S Light - Unwell
FC.22/45
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:


Cllr Gribble declared a personal interest in item FC.22/54 ii.
FC.22/46
Exclusion of Press & Public – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

Members considered whether the Council should move into closed session to consider the confidential matter in item FC.22/60 in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section.1(2). 
Resolved: That the public and press be excluded for item FC.22/60 due to the confidential and commercially sensitive information being discussed.
FC.22/47

Minutes
i) The minutes of the Council meeting held on 27th June 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record with the amendment of updating the attendees list to exclude a duplicate entry. 
ii) There were no matters from the previous meeting minutes requiring an update that were not on the agenda.
FC.22/48
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

FC.22/49 
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:



The following reports were received from key bodies including:
i)  Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) Cllr Brooke advised members (in the absence of Rev Hooke) that at present there was very little to report, but over the coming weeks arrangements will be made for Remembrance Day and other events are finalised.  In addition, some projects are progressing and more can be reported on this at the appropriate time.
ii) Police – a written report for the period of 1st August – 31st August 2022 was provided, stating in summary that there were 17 recorded offences across the Bovey Tracey area, including 6 linked to assault offences, 4 criminal damage offences, 4 harassment offences, 1 public order offence and 2 vehicle offences.  Police responded to approximately 62 other incidents in the same period.

Members questioned how this compares in context with other towns and parishes in the District.  Cllr Brooke and the Town Clerk advised that further information and data is provided via attendance at monthly meetings with our Local Inspector and we are trying to make this information available for future Council meetings.  Cllr Brooke advised all members that they can attend these meetings if they have specific concerns or issues to raise.
iii) DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble reported on the Budget Papers from County Council and County levels of overspend of £35 million. Cllr Gribble updated members on Devon County Council’s road conditions and issues and stated that they can no longer respond to drainage issues due to budget pressures.  Furthermore, the updated total does not currently include a further projected overspend of £34 million on SEN (Special Educational Needs).  Cllr Gribble provided an update on the works to re-align the road adjacent to the landslip on Ashburton Road. 

Cllr Burton requested further information on the history of Devon County Council’s budgeting and overspend and how the figures provided compare in context to the wider budget.
Cllr Kelly requested information around decisions to prioritise Highways reactive spending (e.g. the resurfacing of Orchard Terrace recently compared to significant potholes on the bridge over the A38 left unrepaired).
TDC and Town Cllr Kerswell noted the success of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club’s successful hosting of the County match held at the Recreation Ground. 
Cllr Allen & Cllr Kerswell suggested that the Riverside Community Centre building should host its own flag mast. 

Cllr Burton gave an update on Heathfield Youth Group and reported on the positive impacts of parents getting involved in the group.  Cllr Burton is now chair of the committee.
iv) Cllr Brooke provided a list of activities and events attended since the previous Council Meeting (*copy previously circulated).

Cllr Brooke thanked all who attended the Mayor’s dinner. Cllr Brooke reminded members of the Climate Emergency forthcoming film screening at the Riverside Community Centre and the Big Green Week, which is a week dedicated to raising awareness about the Climate Emergency, working with schools and local organisations. Cllr Brooke also reported that Angel Home Care are working to provide a list of Warm Spaces for the winter period for those that need them.
The meeting went back into session.

FC.22/50
Questions and Statements by the Public:
A member of the Residents Association spoke in relation to item PL.22/93 g) 22/01562/FUL and highlighted residents concerns about noise and traffic around residential property if the application for a takeaway is approved. 
Cllr Kelly (Vice Chair of the Planning & Environment Committee) advised the member of the Residents Association of the committee’s observations made on 5th September. 



Cllr Brooke reported that formally no objections have been made to the Council.
FC.22/51
Business Raised by the Public:


It was agreed that the suggestion by Cllr Allen & Cllr Kerswell to consider the installation of a flagpole at the Riverside Community centre be considered by a future Recreation, Parks & Property committee.
FC.22/52 
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee: 

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 11.07.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. Cllr Kelly provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed.

ii) Members received and considered a deferred report (RP&P.22/44) on current capacity levels at Bovey Tracey Cemetery. 
Resolved: To instruct the Town Clerk to proceed with options 2, 3 & 4 as laid out in the report.
FC.22/53
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 05.09.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Fletcher provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed.
FC.22/54
Planning & Environment Committee:

i) The minutes of the meetings held on 11.07.22 & 05.09.22 (*copies previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Kelly provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key observations issued.
ii) Members received a deferred item (PL.22/86) to consider supporting the ‘20’s Plenty for Devon’ Campaign (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Members resolved that Bovey Tracey Town Council:
i) Supports the 20’s Plenty for Devon County campaign

ii) Calls on Devon County Council to implement 20mph in Bovey Parish; and

iii) Will write to Devon County Council to request 20mph speed limits on streets throughout Bovey Parish where people live, work, shop, play or learn, with 30mph as the exception on those roads, where full consideration of the needs of vulnerable road users allows a higher limit.

FC.22/55
Asset Register

Members reviewed the current Asset Register (*copy previously circulated).  The Town Clerk provided an overview of the Asset Register highlighting recent capital outlays (Solar PV, the Moveable Wall at Riverside Community Centre and the Roller Shutter security door).
Resolved: To approve the current Asset Register as circulated.  The Town Clerk to investigate a separate register for recording depreciation values.
FC.22/56
Financial & Non-Financial Internal Controls

The Town Clerk provided an overview of internal controls and highlighted any areas of current concern, in particular sections 1.4.1, 1.6.1 and 2.6.2.

Resolved: To approve the current Financial and Non-Financial Internal Controls.
FC.22/57
Civility and Respect
Members considered signing up to the civility and respect pledge to ensure good governance and effective and well-functioning decision making (*copy previously circulated).



Resolved: To approve signing up to the Civility and Respect Pledge.

FC.22/58
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


Members received and considered a report incorporating revised Terms of Reference for the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Bradshaw provided a verbal summary of the report.
Resolved: To approve the recommendations as laid out in the report, subject to the following amendments being incorporated to the draft Terms of Reference:


i) Section 4 – Change ‘will’ elect a treasurer to ‘may’ elect a treasurer.

 

ii) Section 6 – Reduce quorum from 4 members of the public to 3 members of the 

public
FC.22/59
Climate Emergency – Bovey & Heathfield (CEBH):
Members received updates and actions in relation to the Climate Emergency Declaration.
Resolved: Future updates are to be provided under ‘Outside Bodies’ reports.
All members of the public leave the session at 8.08pm.

FC.22/60
S106 Agreement for Land at Brimley Field, Bovey Tracey
Members received the S106 Agreement for Land at Brimley Field and considered a resolution to authorise the signing of the Agreement by two councillors (*copy previously circulated).  The Town Clerk responded to questions by members.
Resolved: To authorise the signing of the Agreement by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, witnessed by the Town Clerk.
The meeting closed at 8:23pm.
