VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 19th October 2020 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr D Elphick


Cllr J Arnold


Cllr A Kerswell*

Cllrs S Brooke

Cllr K Morgan-West
Cllr J Cole
In attendance:

Cllr G Gribble**/*

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms N Elford – Assistant Town Clerk

Three members of the public
**County Cllr

*District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Allen.
Interest declared:   Cllr Morgan-West declared an interest in Item RP&P.20/38 i) as a member of the 



Family Storehouse who currently have use of the building for storage of items.
RP&P.20/32   Apologies for Absence: None
**Public Participation: 
i) A parishioner spoke in relation to item RP&P. 20/36 (Saving Devon’s Treescapes consultation) summarising an additional 20 resident comments which were mixed; some felt the height and proposed positions of the trees could be intrusive on local residents and others felt that any additional tree planting would enhance the town and was positive for climate change.  Members were also advised that some residents were concerned about the maintenance of both the existing trees in Rendells Meadow, in addition to any future trees.

ii) A parishioner spoke in relation to item RP&P. 20/39 on behalf of Bovey Tracey Players, outlining their desire to take over the old football pavilion and referred to the letter submitted to the Council (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Kerswell enquired around how the group would use the building and it was confirmed that it would be predominantly used for storage, workshops and meetings; with the hope that by having a local physical base it would increase membership.
iii) A letter was circulated to members on behalf of a parishioner in relation to item RP&P. 20/36 expressing concerns in relation to the proposed planting.  Members confirmed they had received and read this in advance of the meeting.
   

RP&P.20/33
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of 13th July 2020 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.  Cllr Brooke asked for an update on the play equipment in the park. The Town Clerk confirmed that 2 of the 3 items had already been repaired and the third was being progressed.
RP&P.20/34
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
RP&P.20/35
Litter bins – Council Owned Parks & Open Spaces:

The Town Clerk confirmed the volume of waste had returned to the expected level for this time of the year following the significant increase in the summer months when the bins were being emptied on a daily basis, which was not sustainable. 

The Town Clerk reported that TDC would be able to collect mixed plastics/cans for recycling and the cost per collection would be £41. The Council would need to consider if they had an appropriate storage area to minimise collection costs.  The costs to replace 13 litter bins with dual litter/recycling bins would cost approximately £10,000 plus VAT.  A brief discussion ensued in relation to grants/sponsorship.
Resolved:

To continue to obtain a formal quotation and investigate storage.  To submit the quotation to the Finance, Resources & General Purspoes Committee for consideration as part of the budget preparation process for the ensuing year.
RP&P.20/36
Saving Devon Treescapes (deferred item RP&P. 20/27):
Members received and noted feedback (*copy previously circulated). Cllr Brooke advised that the response rate was low but the overall position appeared positive. A discussion took place where it was noted that a small number of local residents had some concerns. Cllr Brooke referred to a site meeting with a neighbouring resident of the site who raised specific concerns about the location and height of the proposed trees.  Concerns had also been expressed about the area attracting criminal/antisocial behaviour. PCSO Paul Wilson was engaged and confirmed that there had been no contact/reports in the past twelve months.  PCSO Wilson increased his patrols of the area and will continue to do so to ensure there are no future issues.

Members discussed the benefits of re-engaging the Director of Conservation/Business of Devon Wildlife Trust to discuss the concerns and seek alternative options for locations and species of trees.
The Town Clerk outlined the approach BTTC adopts in respect of maintenance of trees on Council owned assets, e.g. all trees are inspected every two years by a qualified arboriculturist and in the interim, council groundsmen undertake visual inspections to ensure tree stock is healthy and thriving.  The focus is primarily on safety (rather than aesthetics).
Resolved:

To proceed with the planting subject to a referral to Devon Wildlife Trust regarding further consideration of the tree positions and species to further mitigate the concerns raised.
RP&P.20/37
Town Council Artefacts (Deferred item RP&P. 20/30):
Members considered the proposed location for each artefact (* copy previously circulated). Members thanked the Town Clerk and the proposed recipients of the artifacts for protecting the history and heritage of Bovey Tracey.



Resolved:


To accept the proposal with the exception of item 6 (chattels) which will now remain in the old 

Town Hall on display.


Cllr Morgan-West was removed from the meeting to the waiting room in response to the 


declared interest in the following item. 

RP&P.20/38
Bovey Tracey Football Club:
Members considered the correspondence received from Bovey Tracey Athletic Football Club (BTAFC) (*copy previously circulated). 
i) The Town Clerk confirmed that the building has a 35 year lease, agreed in 2017. Legal advice received recommends a Deed of Surrender if the Council are minded to allow the football club to relinquish the building. In order to progress this, the Town Clerk will require a valuation of the building in addition to a condition report.  The lease has not been registered with Land Registry so is deemed an Equitable Lease.
Resolved:

To undertake a valuation and condition survey report and report back to the next meeting.
Cllr Morgan-West re-joined the meeting.
ii) BTAFC are seeking pedestrian access on match days to Mill Marsh Park to enable easier ball retrieval. 


Resolved:


The Town Clerk to respond approving the request.

iii) BTFC are seeking to use Bullands and the Recreation Ground for football matches during the 2020/21 season.
Resolved:

To delegate authority to the Town Clerk to issue Terms and Conditions and agree the application for use.

iii) It was confirmed that subsequent to the letter of request being issued, BTAFC have purchased and fully funded the equipment required.

RP&P.20/39
Bovey Tracey Players – Football Pavilion Premises (Recreation Ground):
Members considered correspondence received from Bovey Tracey Players (* copy previously circulated) and referred to the discussion undertaken under the previous item (RP&P 20/38). Members reiterated how valuable and important the Bovey Tracey Players are to the Town, especially in the current climate.
Resolved:


The Town Clerk to update Bovey Tracey Players on the process and reengage at the appropriate point in the future.

RP&P.20/40 
Formation of a ‘Friends of Mill Marsh Park’ Group:  

Cllr Cole provided members with an update:
i) A resident has been engaged with previous experience of creating 15 ‘friends of parks’ group and has agreed to get involved
ii) Two resident zoom surgeries will be held on 10th November to generate interest and identify potential members and volunteers.
iii) Membership will be open to all users of the park (not just residents of the parish).
iv) Initially the group format will mirror the CEBH working group with the hope in the future the group can become a formal independent entity which would enable the group to submit grant requests to help fund the group’s plans.

Resolved: 

Members noted progress undertaken to date.
RP&P. 20/41
Playing Field – Little Bovey, Heathfield

Members considered a request from the Greater Horseshoe School to renew their rental agreement for the Playing Field, Little Bovey Lane, Heathfield.

Resolved: 


Members agreed an extension to the current agreement on the existing terms.
RP&P. 20/42 Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA)

Members received the QTRA report and considered the actions within. Members discussed the high, medium and low risk recommendations and associated costs involved to resolve them:

Resolved: 


To progress with all high, medium and low risk recommendations as identified within the QTRA given the total cost is within current ‘tree related works’ budget.

To request an additional contingency amount from the Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee to cover the potential increased costs relating to Ash Die back for the ensuing year.
RP&P. 20/43 
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
The Town Clerk advised members that the Town Council office equipment and staff had now moved into the Riverside Community Centre.

Cllr Morgan-West asked if there was any information relating to a suggestion of a potential Bovey Tracey to Chudleigh Knighton cycle trail. Cllr Brooke advised that Cllr Mills may be better informed.
Cllr Brooke referred to the excellent work that the Council led Climate Emergency Bovey Tracey & Heathfield (CEBH) were doing and wanted to ensure that committees were actively promoting the work within standard agenda items at the start of each meeting.


The meeting closed at 8.32pm.
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