MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 17TH OCTOBER 2022 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr A Kerswell*


Cllr S Brooke


Cllr K Morgan-West

Cllr E Kelly









In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

A member of the Resident’s Association

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association

** County Cllr

* District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Kelly.

RP&P.22/47
Apologies for Absence: 


Cllr C Burton – Attending another meeting



Cllr O Mills – Personal commitment 
RP&P.22/48
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
None.


**Public Participation:



None.

RP&P.22/49
Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting of 11th July 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.
ii) There were no updates provided on actions/items from the previous meeting.

RP&P.22/50
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:


Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration 

across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the 


environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the 


impact of climate change.  
RP&P.22/51
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
Members received and noted the minutes of the FoMMP meetings held on 01.09.22 and 06.10.22 (*copies previously circulated).

Cllr Brooke provided a verbal update on the following:

i) the success of the Tree Trail leaflet recognised by a recent compliment about the trail.  A QR code has been created to provide electronic access to the trail leaflet.
ii) Wildflower planting is scheduled along the hedge line in the park to the rear of the Dolphin Hotel. 830 bulbs have been purchased with a £150 contribution kindly received from the Contemporary Craft Festival towards the purchase of the bulbs.  Volunteers are required for the planting of the bulbs scheduled to take place on the 29th October 2022.

iii) The playpark is coming to the end of its life and it is hoped that a specification for a new replacement playpark will be drafted prior to being presented to Committee for consideration.
iv) Southwest in Bloom results achieved Gold for the town in the Pennant (Town and City South) category along with being awarded a Level 5 (Outstanding) for Friends of Mill Marsh Park in the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ Award.
RP&P.22/52
Flag Pole – Riverside Community Centre 
Cllr Allen initiated a discussion about the installation of an external flag pole at the Riverside Community Centre. 
Resolved: Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Town Clerk investigates potential options for materials for the pole and costs in addition to any preliminary feedback from the Planning Authority.  It was agreed to then defer the item to Full Council for consideration. 
RP&P.22/53 
Bovey Tracey Cricket Club – Hedgerow Planting and Relocation of Sponsorship Boards 
Members considered a request from Bovey Tracey Cricket Club to consider approving: 

i) hedgerow planting along the driveway
ii) relocation of sponsorship boards from the existing boundary wall to the driveway fence 

Resolved:
i) Members approved hedgerow planting of 500 mixed species whips along the driveway fence
ii) the Town Clerk to request further information as to the reasons for the relocation of sponsorship boards as the proposal might make them less visible.

RP&P.22/54 
Defibrillator – Riverside Community Centre 
Members received and considered approving a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for hosting an external defibrillator on the Riverside Community Centre (*copy previously circulated). 
Resolved: Members approved the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) without amendment.
RP&P. 22/55 Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
Cllr Kerswell requested an update on Le Molay-Littry hedge trimming.  The Town Clerk stated that the contractor has been instructed and will complete the work in the coming weeks. 

Cllr Brooke updated members around the initiatives being undertaken at the Greater Horseshoe School (Heathfield) following a recent visit.
Cllr Brooke advised members that three park benches have been donated by Teignbridge District Council and will replace some dilapidated or removed Town benches.
Cllr Allen enquired about the Soapbox project taking place at the Riverside Community Centre.  The Town Clerk advised that the Centre Manager has obtained lottery funding to engage younger people in activities at the Riverside Community Centre.
Cllr Kelly suggested that improvements could be made to the Accommodation Lane cycleway with the installation of some reflective surfaces if the way lighting scheme does not progress.  The Town Clerk will report to DCC.
Meeting Closed 7.41pm.
