REMOTE MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7.00PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher

Cllr A Allen


Cllr E Kelly

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr S Light




Cllr J Cole


Cllr O Mills
Cllr D Elphick


Cllr K Morgan-West
Cllr G Gribble**/*

**County Cllr

*District Cllr
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Miss N Elford – AssistantTown Clerk
Cllr S Morgan*

Three members of the public

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke.
FC.20/58. 
Apologies for absence:


Cllr U Arnold – Work Commitment


PCSO Paul Wilson – Work Commitment
FC.20/59.
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:

None
FC.20/60.

Minutes:
i) The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 21st September 2020 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor with the minor amendments highlighted.
ii) There were no matters arising from the previous Council meeting that required further updates.
FC.20/61.
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
Cllr Kelly highlighted the recent Ecological Emergency declaration by the District Council.

The meeting went out of session
FC.20/62.
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
i) Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) outlined the difficulties and challenges for churches currently and explained they had found different ways of delivering services and support including the online Remembrance Service that was watched by many in the community and the planned virtual Christmas Carol Service, scheduled to take place 13th December 2020 (more details to follow). Consideration is being given to a drive-in Carol service and church leaders are currently trying to identify an appropriate location.
The churches have been actively supporting residents during this second lockdown period and special mention was given to Abi Evans, the family worker from the Methodist Church who has done a great job. The churches are also actively supporting the Town Christmas appeal to ensure there are no residents in the parish without access to food.
Cllr Brooke thanked Rev Hooke, Rev Graham Hamilton and the rest of the church leaders for their very professional virtual Remembrance Service.
ii) Police – a written report for the October period had been issued, stating that there were 28 crimes reported for Bovey including 16 linked to assaults, 4 theft offences, 2 for criminal damage and also 2 vehicle offences.
In the period 1st November to 16th November there have been 33 recorded crimes.
PCSO Paul Wilson and PC Lynch attended the recent Town Council zoom surgery alongside Cllr Brooke (Town Mayor) and continue to look for ways to connect with residents in Bovey Tracey.
iii) Town, District & County Councillors:
DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble advised on various items he has been dealing with including an update on the outcome of the Dean Park Planning Committee decision to approve the proposed development.  In addition, the speed limit reduction proposal for Monks Way will now be referred to DCC’s Cabinet who meet on 9th December.  Cllr Gribble will represent the views of the Town Council on this matter. 
TDC Cllr Morgan commended the excellent work that TDC had been completing in relation to Covid Hardship grants and the quick turnaround of applications (currently approx. 11/12 days on average). Cllr Morgan reiterated her personal disappointment in the planning decision for Dean Park, especially given the detailed ecology report provided to planning showing the adverse impacts of the development.
TDC Cllr Kerswell advised that she had attended all scheduled TDC meetings and also a training course regarding Tree Preservation Orders. In addition, Cllr Kerswell had attended the Bovey Tracey Youth Café Annual General Meeting.  She also attended the Wildflower Verges meeting, Chaired by Cllr Brooke, as well as attending the Town Memorial on Remembrance Day.
Cllr A Allen updated members on the work of the Communications Group, highlighting   the post-council summary newsletters and the Friends of Mill Marsh Park zoom surgeries hosted by Cllr Cole which demonstrate new communication approaches being introduced by the Town Council.

Cllr Allen raised the cessation of the District Council’s Rural Skip service.
iv) Town Mayor’s Interests: 
Cllr Brooke updated members on:

Temporary Traffic Order – Abbey Road - the pilot closure during school pupil arrival/departure times will commence on 23rd November 2020 and confirmed signage is in place and the school and volunteer marshals are fully prepared.
Covid Helpine – the service for parishoners has been re-started and whilst call volumes are lower than the previous lockdown period, the process has already been able to help several vulnerable residents.

The Christmas Appeal - has been launched in partnership with the Dartmoor Community Kitchen (9th November) and has had a great response in donations from the community so far.

v) Other outside bodies:
None

FC.20/63.
Questions and Statements by the Public:

A representative of Neighbourhood Watch asked if the Town Council could escalate residents’ concerns about the short path between Churchfields Drive and Coombe Close could be resurfaced. There is a significant ditch in the middle of the path and loose stones/rubble which makes it very difficult for pedestrians and impossible for wheelchair users to use the path.  Cllr Gribble will progress as the area is DCC land.

A representative of the Residents’ Association reiterated the concerns raised by the Neighbourhood Watch representative about the safety of residents using the path. He also asked the Town Clerk to pass on his thanks to PCSO Paul Wilson and PC Lynch for the joint zoom surgery that enabled residents to talk directly to the police in an informal manner.
The meeting returned to session
FC.20/64.
Business Raised by the Public:  

Following items raised earlier in the agenda, it was resolved: 




i) to discuss the Teignbridge Ecological Emergency declaration at a future Planning & Environment Committee 

ii) to further discuss the Dean Park Planning Application at the next Planning & Environment Committee on 30th November 2020

iii) Cllr Gribble committed to raise the issue of the Churchfields Drive path to the Public Rights of Way team.
iv) The Assistant Town Clerk will schedule further zoom surgeries in the New Year.
v) The FR&GP committee will consider the rural skip costs alongside other items as part of the 2021/22 Budget & Precept setting process.  Cllr Light intimated that local skip services within the parish may provide a more cost effective service if progresed.
Committee Meeting Reports

FC.20/65.
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 19.10.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
FC.20/66.
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 2.11.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.

FC.20/67.
Planning & Environment Committee:
i) The minutes of the meetings held on 05.10.20, 19.10.20 and 02.11.20 (*copies previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
It was noted that:

- Cllr J Arnold advised that the planning application 20/00651/OUT (outline planning permission for the construction of 6 new homes on Bovey Traecy Hospital site) was not approved due to the potential adverse environmental impacts.

- Cllr Bradshaw, Cllr Kelly and the Town Clerk will meet to agree the best approach for 
discussion of the Dean Park decision at the Planning & Environment Committee  
scheduled for 30th November 2020.


- Cllr Mills to provide a report/link to the Teignbridge Ecological Emergency definition to 


prepare for discussion at a future Planning & Environment Committee.
FC.20/68.
Bovey Tracey Community Centre:


i) Members considered approving the contract payments/variations as appropriate (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved:


To approve the contract payments as per the Cost Report.  The Town Clerk advised that there had been no further variations.
FC.20/69.
Emergency Planning

Cllr Brooke provided a verbal update and confirmed that Devon Communities Together were available to support our activities.  It was further noted that there had been no interest received following the recent Quality Update article.
Resolved: 

i) Cllr Kelly and Cllr Brooke to work with the Assistant Town Clerk/Town Clerk to start preparations in the New Year on an Emergency Plan for the parish and where appropriate enlist support/skills from within the community.
ii) The Communications Group to proactively promote the benefits of the plan and encourage residents to volunteer to support the work needed.


Working Group Updates

FC.20/70.
Bovey Parish Covid-19 Action Group:


Cllr Brooke presented an update and advised that the group had reconvened given the latest government lockdown and that the helpline was again now available to those shielding or deemed high risk.

Cllr Brooke advised that food poverty in the town had increased and that the Council are holding emergency food parcels at the Riverside Community Centre for anyone in urgent food need. This system is working well and has been used by residents already.
The Christmas appeal is providing additional Covid support to the community this year with residents providing Christmas food donations to ensure all of the community has access to sufficient food over the Christmas period. 

FC.20/71.
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


i) Cllr Bradshaw provided an update and advised that the document is relatively complete and the consultation period with the public and other consultees has now finished.  He noted the timescales and advised that the document should be available for submission to TDC within the coming weeks.

ii) Cllr Bradshaw confirmed that the NDP process should be complete no later than the end of September 2021.

Cllr Kelly and Cllr Brooke thanked all those involved with the preparation of the Plan and thanked Cllr Bradshaw for his leadership.
 .
FC.20/72.
Climate Emergency Bovey and Heathfield (CEBH) Group:


Cllr Mills advised that work has continued on Plastic Free Bovey (Sue Honour), Garden advice (Ben Reynolds), Communications (Sue Simmons) and transport (Cllr Mills) and thanked the volunteers leading those workstreams.

Cllr Mills provided an update on two project ideas from the CEBH working group -  Accommodation Lane ‘way lighting’ and potential cycle storage units for the town.

Resolved: 
For all councillors to endeavour to attend future CEBH meetings in order to better understand the work of the group. The next meeting is Tuesday 8th December 2020.

FC.20/73
Exclusion of the public, including the press.
Members considered a resolution to exclude the public, including the press under section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted in item FC. 20/74.

Resolved: 
To temporarily exclude the public in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted.
FC. 20/74
Grant of Option for Brimley Field, Bovey Tracey.

The Town Clerk outlined the history which dates back to 2016. Members considered the resolution to authorise the Town Clerk and the Town Mayor to sign the documentation on behalf of the Town Council.


Following discussion, an amendment was proposed to consider authorising the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor (eg 2 Councillors) to sign the documentation, with the Town Clerk as witness, subject to receiving confirmation that the Agricultural Tenancy will be rescinded on the retained land for allotment use.

Resolved:

The amendment was approved.  Subject to receiving confirmation that the Agricutltural Tenancy will be rescinded on the retained land for allotments use, the Town Mayor & Deputy Town Mayor to sign the documentation, with the Town Clerk as witness.
Meeting closed at 8.24pm
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