PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 2ND FEBRUARY 2026 AT 6:00PM

Present:	
Cllr U Arnold	 	Cllr E Kelly	
Cllr C Day		Cllr G Kennedy
Cllr M Evans		Cllr S Simmons
												 		
In attendance:
Mr M Wells - Town Clerk

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Simmons.


PL.26/10	Apologies for absence:
		Cllr S Brooke – Personal commitment.
		
PL.26/11	Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations:
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation received.

		Public Participation:
		There were no members of the public in attendance.

PL.26/12	Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2026 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and were approved. 

ii) The Town Clerk advised that the blocked drains have been reported (Item PL.26/09).

PL.26/13	Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergencies:
Members noted the Council Declaration and the need to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.  Cllr Simmons referred to the recent flooding issues experienced directly by the Town Council due to the rainfall being heavier and more severe.

PL.26/14	Consideration of Planning Applications:
		
		TDC Applications listed w/e 26.12.25 and 02.01.26:	
a) 25/02141/VAR Variation of condition 2 on planning permission 24/00568/HOU (Single storey rear extension to replace existing conservatory, single storey side extension to replace existing porch, double garage to replace existing single garage) to revise windows and doors, insertion of rooflights on proposed family room, retention of chimney and reduced patio size; St Martins, Bradley Road, Bovey Tracey.

Observations: No objection. 

DNPA Applications listed w/c 05.01.26:
		None.

DNPA Applications listed w/c 12.01.26:
		None.

		TDC Applications listed w/e 16.01.26:
		None.

		TDC Applications listed w/e 23.01.26:
b) 26/00083/FUL Retrospective application for demolition of the existing house, 3 replacement dwellings and associated landscaping; Outlook, Ashburton Road, Bovey Tracey.

Observations: No objection.


PL.26/15		Applications Delegated to the Town Clerk: 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk89204489]26/00011/TPO HTHF001 – Common Alder – to re-pollard to previous reduction points at approx. 3m; 19 Lower Cannon Road, Heathfield.

Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer.

b) 26/00013/TPO HTHF003 – Birch Tree – prune to achieve 0.5m clearance from streetlight, branches impeding on lighting column; Oliver Place, Heathfield.

Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer.

c) 25/01797/TPO Limited trim of the sides of two Silver Birch at rear of garden; Bramley, Pottery Road, Bovey Tracey.

Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer.

d) 26/00059/TPO T1: Oak – Crown reduce the height and lateral spread by approximately 3 metres, pruning branch tips back to suitable secondary growth points to retain a natural crown outline.  Works to achieve a balanced canopy with no more than one-third of foliage removed in accordance with BS3998:2010; 85 Churchfields Drive, Bovey Tracey.

Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer.

PL.26/16		Planning Decisions: 
		Members noted the following planning decisions:

a) [bookmark: _Hlk214275219]Approvals: 
TDC: 
[bookmark: _Hlk216699749]i) 25/01927/HOU Detached single garage; 3 High Close, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection).

		ii) 25/01977/TPO T1 Remove epicormic growth to 5.5m above ground level.  Crown lift to 			5.5m above ground level for highway clearance at NW of property.  Remove 1st and 2nd 			tertiary limbs overhanging patio, conservatory and house.  Reduce canopy sides to provide 		2m clearance from house and conservatory.  Remove major deadwood (over 50mm).  T2: 			remove major deadwood (over 50mm); 100 Churchfields Drive, Bovey Tracey 				(Observations: Referred to TDC Arboricultural Officer).

iii) 25/00435/COND1 Discharge of conditions 4 (roller shutter door details) and 5 (travel plan) on planning permission 25/00435/FUL – Change of use from Use Class F.1 (learning and non-residential institutions) to Use Class E(g) (Commercial, Business and Service) including installation of roller shutter doors; Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust, Parke, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection, however it was noted that it was not clear what the building will be used for or why roller shutters were required).

		iv) 25/01574/FUL Change of Use from Hotel (Use Class C1) to HMO (Use Class Sui 			Generis); Edgemoor Manor, Lowerdown, Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection).

		v) 2502040/HOU Single storey flat roof extension to the rear of the building and installation 		of photovoltaic panels to the southeast and southwest roof elevations; 9 Bentinck Close, 			Bovey Tracey (Observations: No objection).

		DNPA:
		None.

b)   Refusals: 
      	TDC:
	None.

DNPA:
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk211332386]PL.26/17	Phase 1 – New Development off Moretonhampstead Road – Application to Name:
Members received and considered an application to name/number Phase One of the above development (*copy previously circulated).  The developer proposed the following street names, inspired by rocks found in the area:
		- Granite Rise (spine road)		- Greensand Court
		- Marble Avenue			- Basalt Walk
		- Quartz Drive			- Chert Mead
		- Limestone Way

Resolved: To pursue, in principle, the continued use of names from the Town War Memorial, subject to further information being obtained from the Town Clerk.  To defer final consideration of submission of names to the meeting on 16th February 2026.   

PL.26/18	General Planning related matters brought forward by Councillors: (For information only) 
Cllr Day enquired about the decision relating to the redundant football pavilion.  The Town Clerk provided the history to the decision and the planning category of use.

Cllr Kelly enquired about the cantilever footpath replacement works along Station Road and advised of possible subsidence on the bridge.  The Town Clerk advised that the works have been postponed until May/June 2027.

Cllr Kelly enquired about the replacement signs on the front elevation of the redecorated Paradiso building and also the rendering of the rear outbuilding of the cinema area.  The Town Clerk will report this to the Local Planning Authority.



Meeting closed at 6.47pm.


