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BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN
This is a working document, to be reviewed in conjunction with the Town Council’s Capital Programme
Step 1: Existing Infrastructure Audit
An audit of the existing infrastructure, services and facilities identified in the Bovey Tracey Town Council draft has been structured below. 
	Infrastructure / service
	Ownership / provision / location
	Condition / capacity / pressure

	Primary schools / education
	Existing Bovey Academy; proposed new 420-place primary school on Town Council land off Le Molay Littry Way.
	Limited capacity identified. Feasibility study of Town Council land currently being undertaken.

	Outdoor play and sports facilities
	Town Council: Mill Marsh Park; Recreation Ground between Ashburton and Newton Road; Heathfield Play Park in process of acquisition from TDC; Bullands Field.
	Heathfield playpark (Prince Rupert Way) requires renewal/upgrading (£60k);

Basketball facility at Mill Marsh Park identified for renewal.

	Indoor sports facilities
	Recreation Ground football pavilion/changing rooms.

Proposed future indoor sports hall.
	Pavilion/changing rooms proposed for refurbishment and lease to private gym operator.

Indoor sports hall identified as a need; estimated cost in excess of £1m.

	Public toilets
	Riverside Community Centre.

Recreation Ground off Ashburton Road.
	Riverside toilets modern (2019).

Recreation Ground facility is a traditional brick outbuilding and will require complete renewal. Footfall assessment underway.

	Cemetery
	Town Council is Burial Authority and provides the only local facility.
	At current rate of uptake, an additional suitable site will be needed within the next few years.

	Allotments
	Town Council runs the only allotment facility.
	Existing site has a waiting list of 50+ applicants. Land identified near Longston Cross for 10 additional plots; access and plot preparation required.

	Community halls
	Community facilities including Heathfield Community Centre.
	Many facilities built in late 1990s/early 2000s and require updating, repair and adaptation to climate change. Heathfield Community Centre identified as particularly vulnerable. 

	Footways and pedestrian access
	Links between Lidl, Town Centre/Station Road, Recreation Ground, Pottery Road, new estates and Heathfield.
	Need for improved all-weather, accessible pedestrian links suitable for wheelchairs, mobility scooters, pushchairs and walkers.

	Pedestrian crossings
	Station Road / Co-op and MAKE SW; Newton Road / layby shops; other locations to be assessed.
	Station Road scheme proposed to DCC’s Highways.   Cantilever walkway identified for replacement in 2027. Further safe crossings identified as needed.

	Town centre / highways
	Potential schemes identified to improve access to Town Centre and surrounding areas.
	Potential 20mph scheme, pedestrianised area, one-way system, wider footways and short-term parking proposals are all included within a Traffic Management Plan for the town. Need identified to enhance cycleways.

	Town centre retail offer
	Town centre commercial offer and services.
	Need identified for services to support town centre footfall.

	
Health services

	Town centre health facilities, including Heathfield
	Need to improve services to accommodate increased population.



Step 2: Expected Growth and Pressure Resulting from New Development
A current population of about 8,500, increasing to approximately 9,000 by 2030 and 10,000 by 2040. The plan identifies permitted and planned development together with continuing infill and conversions as the main sources of additional growth.
	Development / source
	Scale
	Timing / note

	Longston Cross – Phase 2
	102 homes
	Already has planning permission.


	Moretonhamsted Road – A382 triangle
	63 homes
	Already has planning permission.


	Bradley Bends
	190 homes
	Identified in the new TDC Local Plan.


	Infill and conversions
	Estimated 50 homes
	Ongoing / expected additional growth.


	Overall growth
	Approx. 250 additional people per year implied by draft growth figures
	An average increase of 50 additional households a year, adding about 100 people a year; population approximately 9,000 by 2030 and 10,000 by 2040.



The following infrastructure pressures are identified:
	Infrastructure provision
	Pressure resulting from new development

	Primary school provision
	Limited existing capacity; proposed 420-place primary school should be provided before the Bradley Bends 190-home development is built.

	Outdoor play and sports
	Additional population will increase demand on existing parks, play areas and sports facilities; renewal schemes are already identified.

	Indoor sports
	Population growth and the role of Bovey Tracey as a hub for surrounding villages create an identified need for a purpose-built indoor sports hall.

	Community facilities
	Existing halls require renewal, repair and climate-change adaptation, with Heathfield Community Centre particularly vulnerable.

	Pedestrian access and crossings
	New estates and increased traffic create a need for improved, accessible footways and safer crossing points.

	Town centre / retail
	Growth and changing needs create pressure for improved town centre services and footfall.


	Bus services
	A growing population requires more frequent, reliable and better-connected services to Newton Abbot and Exeter.


Step 3: Community Engagement
The TDC template requires the Town Council to record how the community, businesses, infrastructure providers and relevant authorities have been engaged, and how feedback has informed priorities. The following record has been populated from the documented engagement undertaken through the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan, the Teignbridge Local Plan process and related infrastructure work.
	Community engagement / evidence
	Summary of feedback and how it informed the Infrastructure Plan

	Initial Neighbourhood Plan engagement – 2017 to early 2018. Meetings were held before and during establishment of the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, including engagement with people who live, work or do business in the parish.
	Established local support for a community-led plan and helped identify the issues requiring further investigation. This provides the foundation for treating infrastructure, services, movement and community facilities as locally identified priorities. Source: Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2021–2033, section 2.6.

	Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan Community Questionnaire – March 2018. 1,241 paper and online responses were received, representing approximately 17% of residents and 21% of residents aged over 16.
	The questionnaire identified strong community concern about improving infrastructure, community facilities and traffic management before further housing; a priority for safer pedestrian access and better traffic/parking management; strong support for a multi-use community facility for sport, leisure and community gatherings; recognition of the need for a new primary school; and support for green public spaces. These findings directly support the Plan's priorities for education, indoor/outdoor recreation, community facilities, pedestrian links, crossings and town-centre/highway improvements. Source: Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2021–2033, section 9.1.

	Neighbourhood Plan Vision and Objectives consultation – November 2018. Publicised drop-in events were held at the Baptist Church Hall, Dartmoor Distillery, Heathfield Community Centre, St Catherine’s Primary School and Bovey Tracey Primary School.
	Feedback on the proposed Vision and Objectives was considered by the working groups and changes were made before policies were developed. The resulting Vision identifies good educational, social and cultural facilities, good public transport, and a safe and efficient network of roads, footpaths and cycle paths as desired outcomes. This supports the Infrastructure Plan's emphasis on education, community facilities, public transport and active travel.

	Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation – 17 August to 28 September 2020. A 20-page dedicated edition of the Town Council's Quality Update was hand-delivered to homes and businesses throughout the parish; online engagement was supplemented by a telephone helpline and arrangements for residents without internet access.
	The consultation provided a further opportunity for residents and businesses to comment on the emerging plan and its infrastructure-related policies. The final Neighbourhood Plan subsequently incorporated policies addressing community facilities, the replacement primary school and transport/traffic matters. This provides evidence that the infrastructure priorities have been subject to formal local consultation rather than being solely Council-generated.

	Teignbridge Local Plan 2020–2040 and infrastructure engagement – 2020–2026. Teignbridge undertook successive public consultations and examination stages before adopting the Local Plan in May 2026. The adopted plan allocates approximately 190 homes at Bradley Bends, Bovey Tracey.
	The adopted allocation requires contributions towards primary education, home-to-school transport and SEN education; children's and young people's play facilities; safe walking and cycling routes; and an active-travel connection to Le Molay Littry Way. These requirements reinforce the local priorities already identified through the Neighbourhood Plan and provide a direct planning/infrastructure link to future growth. TDC's current infrastructure programme also identifies delivery of additional education facilities in Bovey Tracey as a priority and reports that Devon County Council has completed feasibility designs for the primary school.


Step 4: Community Infrastructure Needs and/or Aspirations
	Infrastructure
	Community need / aspiration

	Primary school
	Provide a new 420-place primary school on Town Council land off Le Molay Littry Way, subject to feasibility and delivery arrangements.

	Heathfield Play Park
	Renew and upgrade the children's playpark to current standards, with provision of up to £60k identified in the current Capital Programme.

	Mill Marsh Park
	Renew the basketball facility.


	Indoor sports
	Develop a purpose-built indoor sports hall; estimated cost in excess of £1m. If the school site cannot accommodate it, another site should be procured.

	Public toilets
	Assess whether renewal of the Recreation Ground public toilet facility can be justified, following the footfall assessment.

	Cemetery
	Identify and procure a suitable additional cemetery site within the next few years.


	Allotments
	Provide 10 additional plots near Longston Cross, including access and plot preparation.


	Heathfield Community Centre
	Support the future of the facility, including identifying trustees and addressing renewal and repair.


	Footways and pedestrian access
	Create/improve accessible all-weather links, including Marriott Way–Ashburton Road, Moretonhamsted Road estate–Cromwell Way, Monks Way–Avenue Road, Blenheim Terrace–Lidl, and Ashburton–Pottery Ponds–Pottery Road.

	Pedestrian crossings
	Improve crossing provision at Station Road / Co-op and MAKE SW and Newton Road / layby shops, with other locations assessed.

	Town centre
	Consider a 20mph scheme, pedestrian area, one-way system, wider footways and short-term parking improvements.

	Retail offer
	Support retail opportunities.


	Bus services
	Improve frequency, connectivity and reliability to Newton Abbot and Exeter, together with shelters and real-time passenger information at key locations.


Step 5: Proposed CIL Spending to Support New Development
	Infrastructure / service
	Proposed CIL spending
	Amount of CIL spend
	Priority
	Timescale
	Delivery partners

	Primary school / education
	Support the infrastructure required to accommodate growth, including the proposed 420-place primary school.
	[£ to be determined]
	High
	Medium / long
	TDC / DCC / Town Council / education provider

	Heathfield Play Park
	Renew and upgrade play provision in an area affected by existing and future growth.
	Up to £60k identified in Capital Programme
	High
	Short
	TDC / Town Council

	Mill Marsh Park basketball facility
	Renew sports provision to meet increased recreational demand.
	[£ to be determined]
	Medium
	Short
	Town Council

	Indoor sports hall
	Provide additional indoor sports capacity for the growing town and surrounding villages.
	>£1m overall cost identified; CIL contribution to be determined
	High
	Long
	TDC / DCC / Town Council / education provider / partners

	Heathfield Community Centre
	Protect and improve a key community facility serving the growing Heathfield community.
	[£ to be determined]
	High
	Short / medium
	Town Council / community trustees / partners

	Footways and pedestrian links
	Improve accessible links generated or intensified by new development and increased traffic.
	[£ to be determined]
	High
	Medium
	DCC / Town Council / developers

	Pedestrian crossings
	Provide safer crossings and complete pedestrian links associated with new development.
	Approx. £105k identified for one highway scheme; further costs TBC
	High
	Short / medium
	DCC / Town Council

	Town centre improvements
	Support safer movement, improved public realm and town-centre connectivity for a growing population.
	[£ to be determined]
	Medium
	Medium
	DCC / Town Council / partners

	Allotments
	Provide additional allotment capacity to address an existing waiting list and support growth on the west side of Bovey Tracey.
	[£ to be determined]
	Medium
	Medium
	Town Council
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