MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 12TH DECEMBER 2022 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr A Allen


Cllr A Kerswell*


Cllr S Brooke


Cllr K Morgan-West

Cllr O Mills








In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

** County Cllr

* District Cllr

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Morgan-West.

RP&P.22/56
Apologies for Absence: 


Cllr C Burton – Personal commitment


Cllr E Kelly – Personal commitment
RP&P.22/57
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
Cllr Mills declared a professional interest in item RP&P. 22/65.



**Public Participation:



None.

RP&P.22/58
Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting of 17th October 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.
ii) The Town Clerk provided the following updates from the previous meeting minutes:
· RP&P.22/53 – Planting that was due to take place on 9th December was postponed due to the ground frost and subsequent advice from the Woodland Trust.
· RP&P.22/54 – The defibrillator at the Riverside Community Centre was installed on 30th November 2022.

RP&P.22/59
Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergency:


Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration 

across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the 


environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the 


impact of climate change.  
RP&P.22/60
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
i) Members received and noted the minutes of the FoMMP meetings held on 03.11.22 and 01.12.22 (*copies previously circulated).

ii) Cllr Brooke provided an update on the recent and current activities of FoMMP, including the article released in the Cottage Magazine and an open invitation to join the group for bulb planting etc.

RP&P.22/61
Refurbishment of the Children’s Play Area and Creation of a Half Size All Weather Basketball Area (Mill Marsh Park) 
Members received and considered a report from Cllr Brooke and the recommendations within (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Following a discussion, the following was resolved:

i) to approve the proposed process for the refurbishment of the children’s play area in Mill Marsh Park and the creation of a half size all weather basketball/goal mouth area

ii) to recommend to the Finance, Resources and General Purposes committee to appoint Company B to undertake the procurement process

iii) to form a task and finish group consisting of Cllr Brooke, Cllr Mills and the Centre Manager in conjunction with interested residents from the FoMMP Group
iv) to receive a draft specification and tender documentation for approval at a future Recreation, Parks & Property Committee.
RP&P.22/62 
Bovey Tracey Bowling Club – Proposal to extend the decking platform 
Members received and considered approving a request from Bovey Tracey Bowling Club to reconstruct and extend the current decking area (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Following discussion, it was agreed to approve the request from the Bowling Club to extend the decking platform at the club as proposed.
RP&P.22/63 
Sub-Contractor Parking Request – Recreation Ground 
Members received and considered a request on behalf of Strongvox Ltd to utilise the Recreation Ground for van parking for sub-contractors for a period of up to 18 months (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved: Following discussion, it was agreed to:

i) instruct the Town Clerk to facilitate a meeting between the Club Representatives, the Committee Chair and the Developer to consider mitigating actions to redress the concerns raised by the clubs

ii) to defer a decision until the next meeting and feedback the outcome of the above meeting

iii) to consider other points raised such as i) legal costs for any agreement, ii) compensation to the clubs, iii) insurance liability, iv) management of parking, v) clarification of the reinstatement works that are proposed in lieu of any licence fee.
RP&P. 22/64 Council Owned Grounds Maintenance Vehicle 
Members noted the condition of the current vehicle and considered exploring opportunities to purchase/lease a replacement vehicle. The Town Clerk provided a verbal update at the meeting.
Resolved: The Town Clerk will prepare a report for future consideration in relation to the options to purchase/lease a replacement vehicle.
RP&P.22/65  Riverbank Erosion – Mill Marsh Park (Item: RP&P.19/70 and FR&GP.20/08) 
Members considered making a recommendation to the Finance, Resources and General Purposes Committee to allocate an additional £2,000 (materials) to proceed with works to repair the erosion to the Riverbank in Mill Marsh Park. The Town Clerk provided a verbal update at the meeting.
Resolved: To recommend to the Finance, Resources and General Purposes Committee that additional budget of £2,000 (total £5,585 + vat) is committed to funding the works to repair the erosion to the riverbank in Mill Marsh Park.
RP&P.22/66 Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
Cllr Allen advised that a resident will be providing a number of free courses in January 2023 around use of the public defibrillator(s).

Cllr Kerswell enquired about the recent spate of vandalism to the public toilets.  The Town Clerk advised that the toilets are being closed earlier than normal to mitigate the risk of further vandalism.
Cllr Brooke reminded members of the prospective councillor drop-in session taking place between 4pm – 7pm on 13th December at the Riverside Community Centre.
Meeting Closed 8:13pm
