MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON

21ST MARCH 2022 AT 7.00PM
Present:
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher 

Cllr A Allen

Cllr J Cole 

Cllr J Arnold

Cllr A Kerswell *

Cllr U Arnold

Cllr S Light

Cllr R Bradshaw 
Cllr K Morgan-West

Cllr C Burton


** County Cllr

* District Cllr
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association 
A member of the local press

2 members of the public (Community Award Nominee)


The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher.

FC.22/16
Apologies for absence:
Cllr S Brooke – Leave
Cllr G Gribble */**– Attending another meeting

Cllr E Kelly – Personal commitment
Cllr O Mills – Personal commitment
Cllr S Morgan* 

PCSO Paul Wilson


FC.22/17
Declarations of Interest


None.
FC.22/18
Minutes:


i) The minutes of the meeting of 24th January 2022 (*copy previously circulated) were 

confirmed as a correct record.
ii) An update on matters arising from the previous Council meeting was received.
FC.22/19
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:

Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.22/20
Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:



Reports received from key bodies including:
i)   Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) will be away on a sabbatical from mid-
March to mid-June spending time with people working in our local communities.  The 
Churches will be hiring the Scout Hut and having a trail through the park finishing with 
a short act of worship and then a cross will be erected, as in the past, in the town 
square on Good Friday. The event will be from 2pm - 5pm. Fr Nick Debney will be 
moving on from St John’s Parish Church during the coming months and will be greatly 
missed. The Bovey Methodist Church Council in its 2 recent meetings has made a 
couple of important decisions. It has voted to register its building for same-sex 
marriages and the registration is likely to take several months.  The Church has 
agreed to enable part of its site to be used for a community fridge to move this project 
forward. 
ii)  Police a written report for the February period has been provided, stating in 
summary that there were 17 recorded crimes reported across the Bovey Tracey area, 
including 8 linked to assault offences, 2 criminal damage offences, 4 harassment 
offences, 3 theft offences.  Police responded to approximately 46 other incidents in the 
same period.
iii) DCC, TDC and Town Cllr Gribble reported in his absence about the closure of 
Ashburton Road due to the landslip and a revised proposal of the schedule of works 
which will commence towards the end of this week.
iv) TDC Cllr Kerswell gave an update on Teignbridge District Council meetings and 
Planning matters, explaining that Planning Officers are catching up on an accumulated 
backlog of applications and cannot currently be contacted direct.

v) Cllr Morgan-West advised that Rev Graham Hamilton has arranged a Community 
Forum on Thursday 24th March at the PPT Church to further discuss the Ukrainian 
crisis and would be particularly interested to hear from people who speak Polish, 
Russian or Ukrainian and anyone else with an interest in getting involved. 

FC.22/21
Questions and Statements by the Public:
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association spoke in relation to item FC.22/27 providing positive feedback from the previous zoom meeting arrangements and supporting any petition calling upon the Government to change the law to allow councils the flexibility to hold such meetings when deemed appropriate.
The meeting went back into session.

FC.22/22
Business Raised by the Public:


There were no matters raised that required further consideration.
FC.22/23
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:

The minutes of the meeting held on 21.02.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  The Town Clerk (in the absence of the Committee Chairman) provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed.
FC.22/24
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:

i) The minutes of the meeting held on 07.03.22 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Fletcher provided a verbal summary of the significant items discussed.
ii) Members received a recommendation to re-adopt the Reserves Policy following review by committee (*copy previously circulated) (FR&GP.22/15)
Resolved: To re-adopt the Reserves Policy without amendment.
FC.22/25
Planning & Environment Committee:

The minutes of the meetings held on 07.02.22, 21.02.22 (*copies previously circulated) and 07.03.22 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Bradshaw provided a brief verbal summary highlighting key issues and observations issued.
FC.22/26
The District of Teignbridge (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2022:

Members received and considered issuing a response to the new Off-Street Parking Places Order (*copy previously circulated)


Resolved: Following discussion, it was agreed to issue no comments to the proposals. 
FC.22/27
Local Authority Remote/Hybrid Meetings:


Members considered passing the following motion:
‘This Council supports the petition launched by ADSO and LLG on 5th January with regard to remote and Hybrid meetings.  We agree to write to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities calling on the Government to change the law to allow councils the flexibility to hold such meetings when they deem appropriate within agreed rules and procedures’.

Resolved: To instruct the Town Clerk to write to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to support the petition and calling on the government to change the law to allow councils the flexibility to hold such meetings when they deem appropriate within agreed rules.
FC.22/28
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


Cllr Bradshaw updated members on the recent results from the referendum held in February 2022.  It was also noted that Dartmoor National Park and Teignbridge District Council (as Local Planning Authorities) had both met independently and formally ‘made’ the plan earlier this month.
Cllr Bradshaw will prepare a draft paper for consideration at a future meeting around the process for ongoing review of the Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan.
FC.22/29
Climate Emergency:


Cllr Fletcher updated members around current activities organised by the group, paying particular reference to the potential formation of Repair Café within the parish.  There are also more talks and presentations planned over the coming weeks.  Cllr Fletcher further updated members on the proposal to split the activities of the group so that residents can progress external initiatives whilst Town Councillor representatives can focus on council owned assets and activities.
The meeting closed at 7:36pm.
